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#BEGIN_TOPIC_TEXT: EVERYONE LIKES A GOOD MYSTERY!
Part 6

v22n2

As we were concluding last weeks newsletter, we were still discussing the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well (Reference John chapter four). We can see and hear (or should be able to) how she was trying to figure out who this man was that was talking with her. It was not until Jesus Christ told her something pertinent about herself, that she perceived that He was anything more than a common person, that was very tired and weary. One that had come in search of physical water to quench a physical thirst. It is only as Jesus Christ reveals Himself, that she was able to catch a glimpse in the flesh, that He indeed is something more than He appears to be (<BIBLE: John 4:19>). It is as our own frailties are revealed, that we are able to recognize areas in our life that are in need of work. What is it that has come to light in your life today?


How often is it in our own lives, when the light exposes our weak areas, do we hear and obey the correction that the Word brings? Usually when that happens, we try to get the focus off of ourselves, and onto someone, something or someplace else. None of us (the fleshly being) like to have our shortcomings pointed out. We all like to think that we are better than we really are.


As we look closely at this Samaritan woman, we can see that she is no better or different from the lawyer that tried to justify himself before the Lord (<BIBLE: Luke 10:25-37>). Once she was exposed by things God knew, she still tries to justify herself while still in the midst of what has been exposed. Whenever the Light of God comes on the scene, it exposes the darkness in our life, areas that Father wants to work with us on. It makes plain in our lives, the areas that we are still trying to hide from God and man, as well as justify them while we are still doing them.

<BIBLE: John 4:19-20> The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. (KJV)

The woman now tries to get into an area where Israel and the Samaritans differed on worship. For the Samaritans liked to use the Word of God only when it worked to their advantage.

When it suited their purpose the Samaritans claimed relationship with the Jews, asserting that their roll of the Pentateuch was the only authentic copy (see PENTATEUCH, THE SAMARITAN); they were equally ready to deny all connection in times of stress, and even to dedicate their temple to a heathen deity. In 128 BC, John Hyrcanus destroyed the temple (XIII, ix, 1). In the time of Christ the Samaritans were ruled by procurators under the Roman governor of Syria. Lapse of years brought no lessening of the hatred between Jews and Samaritans (Ant, XX, vi, 1). To avoid insult and injury at the hands of the latter, Jews from Galilee were accustomed to reach the feasts at Jerusalem by way of Peraea. "Thou art a Samaritan, and hast a demon" was an expression of opprobrium (<BIBLE: John 8:48)>. Although Jesus forbade the Twelve to go into any city of the Samaritans (<BIBLE: Matthew 10:5)>, the parable of the Good Samaritan shows that His love overleaped the boundaries of national hatred (<BIBLE: Luke 10:30> ff; compare 17:16;  <BIBLE:John 4:9>). (from International Standard Bible Encylopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (C) 1996 by Biblesoft).
First Discord Between Jews and Samaritans. That the Samaritans who wished to join with the Jews are called "Enemies" in Ezra 4 may mean either that they were then seen to be enemies in disguise or that they were enemies when the account was written. Perhaps the latter; for in the refusal no charge of hypocrisy was made against them. It was only that the right to build belonged to others and that they could have no part in it. The genealogies were carefully kept <Ezra 8>, and it is probable that considerations of birth were so prominent that there was no need of inquiry into anything else. (from New Unger's Bible Dictionary)

Were the Jews right? It is not for us to judge. We can only inquire for our own instruction. We must believe that they knew their own business best and presume that they were right. Yet there are some facts that cannot escape our notice. Their course in regard to aliens and children of mixed marriages, as shown in <Ezra 10:3> and indicated in <Nehemiah 13:1,3> (cf. "Ever" of v. 1, with "to the tenth generation" of <Deuteronomy 23:3>), though natural and probably justifiable under the circumstances, was yet, so far as we know, somewhat in advance of what God had required. Aliens and slaves were allowed to eat the Passover if they were circumcised (<Exodus 12:44,48-49>; see Moabites). (from New Unger's Bible Dictionary) (originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois.  Copyright (C) 1988.)

So, thus we can see how the woman was trying to justify her position and standing with God as a Samaritan. Yet, Jesus Christ did not avoid or skirt around the statement, but rather addressed it plainly and openly.

John 4:21-24 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV)

Here, we can plainly see and hear the answers that can only be given by the Living God. Yet, the woman still seeks to justify herself by again avoiding what has been said. Here she is confronted by wisdom that can only come from the throne of God, and yet she is not able to hear or perceive what is being said.

So once again, the woman tries to justify herself by saying; “When the Messiah comes. Who is called Christ, He will show us all things.”

John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. (KJV)
Many times, we will look to, and hide within the written Word. We will use the written Word as a hammer, to beat people into our way of thinking; into our way of acting and believing. The Word of God is (or should be) alive and real to each of us. It is the only way to God; established by the truth of God’s Word; and when allowed to work and operate in our daily walk, it can lead us to eternal life (that strait and narrow path to Father’s house, that few find).

John 4:26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am. (KJV)

Do you recognize who it is that wants to give you living waters this day? Or are you as the Samaritan woman, looking for ways to justify yourself? Are you able to recognize who it is that wants to talk with you, converse with you this day? Or are you as the Samaritan woman, and looking for a way to run away from the truth?

That you may know Him,

in the service of Jesus Christ

Larry Gazelka
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