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Let’s Be Practical!     v22n28

Let’s be practical! Let’s be reasonable! Let’s be sensible! Do not get to carried away with new or radical ideas! These are some phrases that one will hear quite often, as they seek a closer relationship with Father, in and through Christ Jesus. People want you to conform to what they think or believe Christianity is about. They are not concerned about nurturing or maintaining a right relationship with God, but rather only that which other people may think or say about them. They want you to conform to the standards which they have set up, by what they think.


Paul tells us in Romans 12:2, that we should not be conformed to, or fashioned after this world. How often does one dress to please other people? How often do people dress to keep up with the trends or fashions of society? Do you think Noah was an, in or out fashion trend in his time?

Romans 12:2 And do not follow the customs of the present age, but be transformed by the entire renewal of your minds, so that you may learn by experience what God's will is--that will which is good and beautiful and perfect. (Weymouth translation)

And the apostle warns them against reviving usages that Christ had abolished: this exhortation still continues in full force. The world that now is-- "THIS present state of things," is as much opposed to the spirit of genuine Christianity as the world was then. Pride, luxury, vanity, extravagance in dress, and riotous living prevail now, as they did then, and are as unworthy of a Christian's pursuit, as they are injurious to his soul, and hateful in the sight of God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
 The word used here properly denotes an age, or generation of people. It may denote a particular generation, or it may be applied to the race. It is sometimes used in each of these senses. Thus, here it may mean that Christians should not conform to the maxims, habits, feelings, etc., of a wicked, luxurious, and idolatrous age, but should be conformed solely to the precepts and laws of the gospel; or the same principle may be extended to every age, and the direction may be, that Christians should not conform to the prevailing habits, style, and manners of the world, the people who know not God. They are to be governed by the laws of the Bible; to fashion their lives after the example of Christ; and to form themselves by principles different from those which prevail in the world. In the application of this rule there is much difficulty. Many may think that they are not conformed to the world, while they can easily perceive that their neighbor is. They indulge in many things which others may think to be conformity to the world, and are opposed to many things which others think innocent. The design of this passage is doubtless to produce a spirit that should not find pleasure in the pomp and vanity of the World; and which will regard all vain amusements and gaieties with disgust, and lead the mind to find pleasure in better things. (From Barnes' Notes) 
We are not to pattern ourselves after this world. Jesus Christ set the example that we should follow. This can only happen or come about if one will seek God with all of their being. It cannot be a half-hearted effort. (For we know that a house divided, cannot stand!) One must be transformed, by the renewing of their mind with God’s Word.

It was in Christ, that one became the new creation, and old things were passed away, forgiven, and forgotten by God. One received a fresh start in Christ. It is only by continuing in His Word, that the new man, the new creation is able to stand in His promises and grow up into Him in all things. This is the pattern of life that one should be following. The life of Jesus Christ is who one should be fashioning their life after.

1 Peter 1:14-16 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. (KJV)

1Peter 1:14-16 And, since you delight in obedience, do not shape your lives by the cravings which used to dominate you in the time of your ignorance, 15 but--in imitation of the holy One who has called you--you also must be holy in all your habits of life. 16 Because it stands written, <"You are to be holy, because I am holy."> (Weymouth translation)

The idea is, that they were to have some model or example, in accordance with which they were to frame their lives, but that they were not to make their own former principles and conduct the model. The Christian is to be as different from what he was himself before conversion as he is from his fellow-men. He is to be governed by new laws, to aim at new objects, and to mould his life in accordance with new principles. Before conversion, he was:


(a) supremely selfish;


(b) he lived for personal gratification;


(c) he gave free indulgence to his appetites and passions, restrained only by a respect for the decencies of life, and by a reference to his own health, property, or reputation, without regard to the will of God;


(d) he conformed himself to the customs and opinions around him, rather than to the requirements of his Maker;


(e) he lived for worldly aggrandizements, his supreme object being wealth or fame; or,


(f) in many cases, those who are now Christians, gave indulgence to every passion which they wished to gratify, regardless of reputation, health, property, or salvation.


Now they are to be governed by a different rule, and their own former standard of morals and of opinions is no longer their guide, but the will of God.


[According to the former lusts in your ignorance] When you were ignorant of the requirements of the gospel, and gave yourselves up to the unrestrained indulgence of your passions. (From Barnes' Notes)

[Not fashioning yourselves] Since the offices of certain persons are known by the garb or livery they wear, so are transgressors: where we see the world's livery we see the world's servants; they fashion or habit themselves according to their lusts, and we may guess that they have a worldly mind by their conformity to worldly fashions. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

The world for the most part considers the preaching of the gospel message of Christ, foolishness, nonsense! Professing themselves to be wise, they have become fools. They go about to establish their own righteousness, based in and on those who they surround themselves with. They have conformed themselves to those that are of this world.


In Amos 3:3, it says, how can two walk together, unless they be agreed. The word agreed in this verse, refers to being betrothed, or entered into union with. One comes to the place of being married to the ideas or principles of the people they associate with.

2 Corinthians 6:16-18 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. (KJV)

Definition for agreement:  a putting together or joint deposit (of votes); hence, approval, assent, agreement


Whatever is not of faith, is sin. Not because I say so, but this is what the Word of God clearly states. Faith comes by hearing, hearing the message delivered by Christ. Without faith, without the measure of the gift, it is impossible to please God. What is it that you have come into agreement with this day? How much of your life have you placed before God this day as a living sacrifice? (Deuteronomy 6:14-15, 1Kings 18:21, Matthew 6:24, 1John 5:20-21).

Romans 16:17-18 But I beseech you, brethren, to keep a watch on those who are causing the divisions among you, and are leading others into sin, in defiance of the instruction which you have received; and habitually to shun them. 18 For men of that stamp are not bondservants of Christ our Lord, but are slaves to their own appetites; and by their plausible words and their flattery they utterly deceive the minds of the simple. (Weymouth translation)


How practical is His Word to you, this day?

That you may know Him’

In the service of Jesus Christ.
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