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Who Is Answering?     v22n26b

In the last few issues of the newsletter, we have been talking about or sharing on who or what have you been listening to. We all hear voices, the question is, is one’s hearing good enough, or well enough developed, to be able to tell or distinguish whom it is that is speaking to you? In this issue, we now want to address, who is answering God and His call.


We are supposed to have the “the answer” for anyone that asks a reason of the hope that is within us. Unless one has developed their ability within the Word of faith, how will they be able to discern whether or not a person is sincerely asking this of them? In this world there are many voices, but do you know for sure, whose voice it is that you are listening to?


Have you taken the time, and put forth a maximum effort to study the Word for only Father’s approval? (If you will remember, the word approved in 2Timothy 2:15 means to not be counterfeited. For in those times, people shaved the coins so as to take away from their true or face value of the coin. Cheating those with whom they were dealing or transacting business. All so that they could get more gain for themselves.) Have you been putting forth a sincere effort to rightly divide the Word of truth? To rightly divide, to stay on the strait and narrow, which cuts a path between the religions and denominations of this world, and can only be established and maintained by a proper relationship with Father by and through Jesus Christ.


The thing that one will often hear is that people are amazed as well as skeptical when you will tell them that God talks with you. Let alone that He will also answer you. The fact is, that few have heard God to know that it is He that is speaking. And even fewer have recognized His voice to answer His call. Few realize or will acknowledge that His call or His Word has indeed gone forth to all the world (Romans 1:8,18; Colossians 1:6,23). God has spoken to the world; however, it is the world for the most part that has not responded to or answered God. Rather, they have ignored, rejected, refused, and rebelled against what His Word clearly says. They have gone out and reestablished their own laws of what they consider to be righteousness.


Many will say that they have answered God. However, in most instances when they have answered, it is something that they do not intend to keep. They will tell the Lord of all the things that they intend to do but will later refute or withdraw the commitment that they have made with Him (Luke 6:46). Many call Him Lord and will even say that He is Lord of their life, but few will choose to follow the example or pattern of lifestyle that he set for us to follow.


For many, their earthly possessions are what are of greatest value to them. Those things, which they have spent years of toil and sweat to acquire, have become their god. Seldom was the true God ever acknowledged as the source of all that they have received. Who do you acknowledge as the source of all of your blessings? 

Luke 9:57-58 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. (KJV)
[I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.] A man who is not illuminated by the Spirit of God thinks himself capable of anything: he alone who is divinely taught knows he can do nothing but through Christ strengthening him. Every teacher among the Jews had disciples, and some especially that followed or accompanied them wherever they went, that they might have some person at hand with whom they might converse concerning the divine law.

[The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the son of man hath not where to lay his head.] Reader! art thou a poor man? and dost thou fear God? Then, what comfort must thou derive from the thought, that thou so nearly resemblest the Lord Jesus! But how unlike is the rich man, who is the votary of pleasure and slave of sin, to this heavenly pattern! (From Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)


Even the religious people will say yes to the Lord (Matthew 15:8-9). They will praise Him and acknowledge Him, until they see and hear that which the Word asks of them. How many preachers or ministers do you know, that live by the example that Jesus Christ did; or by the example that Paul did? Most preachers sheer the sheep, and usually for their own use and personal advancement.

Luke 9:61-62 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. 62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. (KJV)
Our Lord, seeing that this person had too much attachment to the earth, and that his return to worldly employments, though for a short time, was likely to become the means of stifling the good desires which he now felt, refused to grant him that permission. That which we object to the execution of God's designs is sometimes the very thing from which we should immediately disengage ourselves.

[Put his hand to the plow] Can any person properly discharge the work of the ministry who is engaged in secular employments? A farmer and a minister of the Gospel are incompatible characters. As a person who holds the plow cannot keep on a straight furrow if he look behind him; so he who is employed in the work of the ministry cannot do the work of an evangelist, if he turn his desires to worldly profits. A good man has said: "He who thinks it necessary to cultivate the favour of the world is not far from betraying the interests of God and his church." Such a person is not fit, euthetos (NT:2111), properly disposed, has not his mind properly directed toward the heavenly inheritance, and is not fit to show the way to others. (From Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)


Many will answer the call of the worldly church, which only adheres to the gospel message when it is to their advantage to line their own pockets. Few are ready to answer His call and come follow Him by the example that He set for us. Most will carry their own list of priorities and concerns with them, which they place before the Word, and thus ignore the instructions given by the lord Himself. 


He said, “come follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and did as was asked of them. How quick are you to respond to the Lord’s call? Are you willing to turn your back on all that you have considered as important in your life?

No, He does not call all to be preachers or teachers of the Word. Yet, the fact remains that if one will truly answer His call, nothing can be of more importance than Him. He must be the focus and center of one’s life.

Today, can you say that you have answered His call?

That you may know Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.
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