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The Blame Game!      v22n23
In life, when things do not go as we planned, or as we think that they should, the majority of the people immediately try to figure out who they can blame, besides themselves. They are always ready to blame someone or something else. Have we so soon forgotten that we are supposed to work out our own salvation with reverence and respect towards God?


 Matthew 7:1-6 "Judge not, that you may not be judged; for your own judgement will be dealt--and your own measure meted--to yourselves. And why do you look at the splinter in your brother's eye, and not notice the beam which is in your own eye? Or how say to your brother, `Allow me to take the splinter out of your eye,' while the beam is in your own eye? Hypocrite, first take the beam out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly how to remove the splinter from your brother's eye. "Give not that which is holy to the dogs, nor throw your pearls to the swine; otherwise they will trample them under their feet and then turn and attack you. (Weymouth Translation)


Let us look at a few of Adam Clarke’s observations on these verses in Matthew.

 

             By a secret and criminal disposition of nature, man endeavours to elevate himself above others, and to do it more effectually, depresses them. His jealous and envious heart wishes that there may be no good quality found but in himself, that he alone may be esteemed. Such is the state of every unconverted man; and it is from this criminal disposition, that evil surmises, rash judgments, precipitate decisions, and all other unjust procedures against our neighbour, flow. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

"When you can so readily overlook your own wickedness, why are you more clear-sighted than the eagle or serpent of Epidaurus, in spying out the failings of your friends?" But the saying was very common among the Jews, as may be seen in Lightfoot. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)  

 [Or how wilt thou say] That man is utterly unfit to show the way of life to others who is himself walking in the way of death. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


 [Thou hypocrite] A hypocrite, who professes to be what he is not (namely a true Christian), is obliged, for the support of the character he has assumed, to imitate all the dispositions and actions of a Christian; consequently he must reprove sin, and endeavour to show an uncommon affection for the glory of God. Our Lord unmasks this vile pretender to saintship, and shows him that his hidden hypocrisy, covered with the garb of external sanctity, is more abominable in the sight of God than the openly professed and practiced iniquity of the profligate. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

It is not a matter of what he said, or she said, or what they said. We must first get our own life clean before the Lord. One needs to take responsibility of and for their own actions.


How does one get themselves into this kind of a situation, where they are always blaming or accusing someone else? If one has not heard or given ear to the gospel message, allowing the Word to become real and alive in their life, they will always be trying to find short-cuts into God’s Kingdom. (And you should know that there are not short-cuts into the Kingdom of God). Each and every person must learn to work out their own salvation. They need to become one who lives the Word of God, not just talks about it. Without a sincere respect and reverence towards God, they will do what pleases and justifies self, rather than what is pleasing to God.

Romans 8:5-8 For if men are controlled by their earthly natures, they give their minds to earthly things. If they are controlled by their spiritual natures, they give their minds to spiritual things. Because for the mind to be given up to earthly things means death; but for it to be given up to spiritual things means Life and peace. Abandonment to earthly things is a state of enmity to God. Such a mind does not submit to God's Law, and indeed cannot do so. And those whose hearts are absorbed in earthly things cannot please God. (Weymouth translation)


Minding the flesh, in other words, putting the wants and desires of the flesh before the needs or requirements of the spirit so that one is able to do that which is pleasing to God. 

Jesus Christ called the religious leaders of His day whited sepulchers. They were very pretentious in making sure the outside looked good to other people, but within they were full of dead man’s bones, that is, those whom they had led astray.


Paul said that they had the form of godliness, but denied the very power of God, Christ. Many today teach that Christ is only a title, and thus deny the power of God, His Son, Christ. It is only in Christ that one is able to become that new creation. It is only by and through Christ that the old is passed away, and all things are able to become new. It is only in Christ that one is able to put away the works of the flesh.


Those that are operating in the flesh become self-centered. Their lives rotate or center around themselves. Everyone else is wrong and at fault. Who are you blaming this day?

That you may know Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ.
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