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Enough Time?
v22n15

Mark 4:5-6 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. (KJV)


How often during the course of a day (for many people a week, or longer) do you make sure that you have given enough time to God? For many, it is, have they given any time, let alone enough time. In last week’s newsletter, we talked about the plant or flower that was brought home from the florist. What would happen to it if you did not check it, or tend to it, for days or weeks on end?


The stony ground: not much depth or covering, the roots are easily and often exposed to the sun so that they are easily damaged, with very little living waters made accessible to them. They are soon to wither away and die from the stress of things.


When one first gets a plant home, they show it off, they set it in a place of prominence. It is fresh, it is vibrant and very much alive. Much like a person is when they first hear the promises within God’s Word. They will tell people about it. They will show people what has happened in their life. There is a temporary high, (and in most instances, it will not or does not last long).


How often have you heard the truth of God’s Word, and received it with gladness? The key that many or most forget, is that one then has to continue in this truth in order to maintain that liberty or freedom that is only in Christ. For many, they have built and established their relationship with God off of what others have told them. (One must remember how Paul commended the Bereans, for they would not take his word, but rather searched the scriptures to see that it was as it was presented). They had built their trust from how they had seen others respond, and/or react to the Word. 


Have you forgotten that a person is supposed to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling? (Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. (KJV)) What if the person that you are following has twisted and perverted the Word of God? What will the end result be? One has to be sure of the path that they are on.


Since each and every person is different, just as each and every plant is, each will have its unique requirements for nurturing as well as nutrition. Each will have its own weaknesses as well as strengths. When these conditions or needs are not properly met or supplied, the roots and therefore the plant will not properly develop. The plant will become stressed and vulnerable, and thus very easy for it to die.


When one has allowed the traditions and doctrines of man to become established in the heart, over and above His Word; this will cause stress. There is and will remain a conflict within oneself, (and we know that a house divided cannot and will not stand).


When one takes a stand for God and His Word, persecution will come! The Word clearly states this, as well as gives us warning for that, (All, that live Godly in Christ Jesus…shall suffer persecution). The key is, where have we been planted? (Psalms 1:1-3 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. (KJV)) What have you become rooted and ground in? 

 (Have you ever really stopped to hear and consider how much Noah was persecuted? Even of more note, the religious leaders, not only persecuted Jesus Christ, but also plotted His death).


When on takes a stand for God’s Word, the traditionalists will attack. (Those that have taught three wise men were at the manger, and all of their other myths and stories). One has to be rooted and grounded in the Word of truth to see past the myths and stories that they have developed over the generations. It is only the truth of God’s Word that can set one free, and then maintain that freedom, by continuing in that truth.


The persecution arises for the Word’s sake. One may put up with it for awhile. Yet, if they cannot be confident of themselves, of the work that He has started in them, how long will they endure? How long will it be, until they give in to the pressures of the crowd that is following the broad path? All too often, people base their opinions and ideas off of what the crowd or majority is doing. Have you not read, that FEW find the strait and narrow path? Or, as Paul boldly proclaimed, that he was NOT as many, which retailed, made profit of, or sold God’s Word for personal gain or following.


“They have no root in themselves.” For most, their relationship with God is based off of what others have told them. When wolves attack a flock, they single out one or two of the animals, and then go after them. If you are singled out, and separated from those whom you derive your strength from, how long do you think that you will last?


Many have built their hope and confidence in other people, places, and things. (Acts 17:24-25 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; (KJV)) Therefore, they have no root within themselves. They are able to withstand the small attacks or skirmishes. However, after a little time of being separated from the flock, they are soon to succumb to the pressures applied by this world.


They endure but for a time. One is only able to continue on a journey, for as long as they have made adequate provisions for. How much time that you have given Father in His Word, is what is going to determine how much and how well your spirit man is nourished. It is in Christ we always triumph. It is in Christ that we are more than conquerors. 

The reason why the word doth not leave commanding, abiding, impressions upon the minds of the people, is, because their hearts are not duly disposed and prepared to receive it; the fault is in themselves, not in the word; some are careless forgetful hearers, and these get no good at all by the word; it comes in at one ear, and goes out at the other; others have their convictions overpowered by their corruptions, and they lose the good impressions the word has made upon them, so that they get no abiding good by it. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

What good has His Word done for you this day?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ
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