Follow the Instructions!

v21n47

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. KJV

Definition for instruction: NT:3809, paideia (pahee-di'-ah); from NT:3811; tutorage, i.e. education or training; by implication, disciplinary correction: KJV-chastening, chastisement, instruction, nurture. (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)


Instructions: something many of us listen to, sometimes look at, but seldom follow. For most, we somewhat listen to what is being said or explained, and retain even less, and then become frustrated when we fail the second, third or maybe even the fourth attempt and trying to complete that which we started.


All scripture is inspired by God. It is for our advantage to hear and obey that which we need to be taught, in order to maintain our journey on that strait and narrow path that leads to Father’s house.


In today’s world, following instructions is usually done as a last resort, rather than a prerequisite for ensuring that the task will be accomplished properly, the first time. For most, they will stumble and grumble through things, making their own rules and instructions as they go. For some reason, most think that they are smarter than the manufacturer.


For many, they read the Bible hearing man’s instructions and interpretation of it, and then go about to establish their own righteousness, and spend little, if any time hearing Father’s wisdom and counsel. They for some reason forget, that it is His law of faith, and it operates according to His design and purpose. Could it be, that we for the most part, have ignored Father’s instructions on moral discipline, and this is the reason that the world and the Church are in the shape that they are? By ignoring God’s righteousness, have they went about to establish their own righteousness and moral standards?


Train a child in the way they should go (John 14:6), and when they are old or matured in the Word, they will not depart or wander from God’s way. We are all children of God, however, one has to hear and obey His instructions, to remain one of His. One has to start in the Word, and then continue daily in His Word, to know and maintain the proper way they should go.


Many people will try to tell others that which they think the Word of God says, yet they will not live it or apply it to their own life. They are hearers of the Word, but NOT doers of the Word. So then, are they following the instructions, or only reading them?


Paul the apostle tells us that we should be followers of him, as he was of Christ. Paul made mistakes as we all do (with the exception of Jesus Christ). The difference being is, Paul listened to and obeyed the correction that was given to him by the Lord. He applied these words to his own life.


Since we are all children of God, we need to start with our self, in training our self in the way that we should go (John 14:6). Setting our eyes and our focus on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Following the path and the example that Jesus Christ made strait for us. Following the instructions set forth in His Word, that we may know the way of His truth, which will lead one to Eternal life.


Will it be easy? NO! Especially in our day and age, we are taught to please and pamper the flesh, at any and all cost. Most will do almost anything it takes, to give their flesh that which it wants. And we know (or we should know) that they that are in the flesh, cannot please God. Paul tells us quite clearly that the flesh and the spirit war one against the other, to see which one will be in control.


So how does one get to the place that the spirit man is the one that hears and obeys the Word of God? How do we maintain the course on that strait and narrow path? How does one learn to hear and obey the voice and the will of God?


I want to share with you some neat insights Adam Clarke wrote. 

Psalms 119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.


[A young man cleanse his way] 'Orach (heb 734), which we translate way here, signifies a track, a rut, such as is made by the wheel of a cart or chariot. A young sinner has no broad beaten path; he has his private ways of offence, his secret pollutions: and how shall he be cleansed from these? how can he be saved from what will destroy mind, body, and soul? Let him hear what follows; the description is from God.


 1. He is to consider that his way is impure; and how abominable this must make him appear in the sight of God.


2. He must examine it according to God's word, and carefully hear what God has said concerning him and it.


3. He must take heed to it, lishmor (heb 8104), to keep guard, and preserve his way-- his general course of life, from all defilement.


 

Psalms 119:10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.

 


4. He must seek God; make earnest prayer and supplication to him for divine light, for a tender conscience, and for strength to walk uprightly.


5. His whole heart; all his affections must be engaged here, or he cannot succeed. If he keep any affection for the idol or abomination; if his heart do not give it before the Lord, he may make many prayers, but God will answer none of them.


6. He must take care to keep in the path of duty, of abstinence and self-denial; not permitting either his eye, his hand, or his heart to wander from the commandments of his Maker.


 

Psalms 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.


 


7. He must treasure up those portions of God's word in his mind and heart which speak against uncleanness of every kind; and that recommend purity, chastity, and holiness. The word of Christ should dwell richly in him. If God's word be only in his Bible, and not also in his heart, he may soon and easily be surprised into his besetting sin.


 

Psalms 119:12 Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes.


 


8. He must acknowledge the mercy of God, in so far preserving him from all the consequences of his sin.


9. He should beg of him to become his teacher, that his heart and conscience might be instructed in the spirituality of his statutes.


 

Psalms 119:13 With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth.


 


10. He should declare to his own heart, and to all his companions in iniquity, God's judgments against himself and them; that if his long-suffering mercy have not made a proper impression on their hearts, they may tremble at his approaching judgments.


 

Psalms 119:14 I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches.


 


11. He must consider it his chief happiness to be found in the path of obedience, giving his whole heart and strength to God; and when enabled to do it, he should rejoice more in it than if he had gained thousands of gold and silver. O how great is the treasure of a tender and approving conscience!


 

Psalms 119:15 I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.


12. He should encourage self-examination and reflection; and meditate frequently on God's words, works, and ways; and especially on his gracious dealings toward him.


13. He should keep his eye upon God's steps; setting the example of his Saviour before his eyes, going where he would go, and nowhere else; doing what he would do, and nothing else; keeping the company that he would keep, and none else; and doing everything in reference to the final judgment.

Psalms 119:16 I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.


[I will delight myself] The word is very emphatical: 'eshªta`ªshaa` (heb 8173), I will skip about and jump for joy. 


14. He must exult in God's word as his treasure, live in the spirit of obedience as his work, and ever glory in God, who has called him to such a state of salvation.


15. He must never forget what God has done for him, done in him, and promised further to do; and he must not forget the promises he had made, and the vows of the Lord that are upon him. Any young man who attends to these fifteen particulars will get his impure way cleansed; victory over his sin; and if he abide faithful to the Lord that bought him, an eternal heaven at last among them that are sanctified. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


Are you following His instructions this day?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.

Larry Gazelka
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