Coasting?
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All of us at one time or another in our life, have had the opportunity to coast down a hill. Whether one was in a car or on a bike, the ride down the hill was great, very little effort on our part was necessary. However, eventually, the down hill slope ends, and now there is work that will have to be done (if one does want to get over the hill). Riding in a car, one will not be as apt to notice the work that is necessary to get up to the top, and over the hill. However, if one is riding on a bike, there will now be a need for some effort to be put forth, especially if one wants to reach their destination.


In the realm of the Christian, many like the idea of coasting. (I often think of it as trying to ride someone else’s coat tails). Those that are coasting, like to try to live and operate on that which they think they accomplished yesterday, or last week, or last month, or maybe even last year. They are trying to base their Christian walk on testimonies or experiences, rather than working out their own salvation today, with fear and trembling. Christianity is supposed to be an everyday affair, a way of life, each and every day. It takes an every day commitment to God and His Word, to maintain ones walk and commitment to Him; to live in now faith.


All too many Christians are having these valley experiences because they have not learned who they are in Christ Jesus. They have not learned how to abide in Him.

John 15:4-5 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. KJV


It is sad to say, but most Christians base their walk with God in and on what other people have told them. They operate in what they think the Word says, since they have not taken the time with God in His Word, to receive firsthand knowledge straight from God Himself. They have never learned to have that personal and intimate relationship with God.

Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. KJV

We are not to cry to-day to be helped tomorrow, or at some indefinite time, or at the hour of death. We are to call for mercy and grace when we need them; and we are to expect to receive them when we call. This is a part of our liberty or boldness; we come up to the throne, and we call aloud for mercy, and God hears and dispenses the blessing we need. (From Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)


When one relies on testimonies and past experiences to try to get them through today, they cannot be operating in now faith; rather, they are coasting. When people live in and off of testimonies and experiences, their life becomes full of ups and downs, hills, and valleys. And more often than not, most get discouraged before they are ever able to get themselves out of the valley. They have always depended on someone else to do the work for them, and so get discouraged when things do not happen as they think that they should.

Luke 3:5-6 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; 6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. KJV

The idea is taken from the practice of eastern monarchs, who, whenever they entered upon an expedition, or took a journey through a desert country, sent harbingers before them, to prepare all things for their passage; and pioneers to open the passes, to level the ways, and to remove all impediments. The officers appointed to superintend such preparations were called by the Latins, stratores. (From Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)


Jesus Christ went before us. He was tempted in every manner as we are and sinned not. By adhering to God’s Word, He brought down the mountain tops and filled in the valleys. He made straight the crooked paths and all along the way He left defeated foes. This is that strait and narrow path that each of is to follow. This can only come about as we are operating in now faith, hearing that which God has for us at this moment, at this very time. His Word has to be that light, that lamp that is illuminating our every step.

Luke 3:1-14 The proud shall by it be humbled; the self-confident that stand upon their own bottom, and the self-conceited that lift up their own top, shall have contempt put upon them: Every mountain and hill shall be brought low. If they repent, they are brought to the dust; if not, to the lowest hell. 

Difficulties that were hindering and discouraging in the way to heaven shall be removed: The rough ways shall be made smooth; and they that love God's law shall have great peace, and nothing shall offend them. The gospel has made the way to heaven plain and easy to be found, smooth and easy to be walked in. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)


Pride does indeed come before the fall. This happens when a person thinks more highly of themselves than they ought. It is then that one is headed for self-inflicted troubles because they have failed to remember who their source is supposed to be. When one forgets that the joy of the Lord is their strength, they will neglect Christ, and try to operate in and of their own strength. They will then try to clear their own path through the wilderness, rather than follow that strait and narrow path that Christ Jesus made for us to follow.

John 8:28-29 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. KJV


Learning to follow the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow, to adhere to. Studying each day for Father’s approval, so we do those things we have seen Father do. Listening to each and every word Father speaks, so our words are always in agreement with Him. This is the life of faith; this is the law of faith.


What are you doing about your salvation, this day?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.
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