Just pretending?
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For many of us as we were growing up, we would dream about who or what we wanted to be. We would conjure up in our minds, illusions of what we thought we would want to be, in and during our life here on this earth. Not all of these thoughts and ideas were of ourself, but many were planted by other people, and based in and on what their definition of successful was.

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. (KJV)


Few, take the time to seek and talk with God, to ask of His wisdom and counsel on what He would ask of us while we are here on this earth. Many will choose what they will be, by the schooling that they are able to afford. Others, by what jobs are available to them. Yet, how many will say and be sincere, “here I am Lord, use me as you see best.”


When in life, do people quit pretending or playing make believe? For most, this will never come about. For they will continue to hide behind masks and make-believe stories. They will always hope to be someone other than who they are.

Philippians 4:11-12 I do not refer to this through fear of privation, for (for my part) I have learned, whatever be my outward experiences, to be content. 12 I know both how to live in humble circumstances and how to live amid abundance. I am fully initiated into all the mysteries both of fulness and of hunger, of abundance and of want. (Weymouth)


It is only as God has truly become our source in all things, that we will be content with whatever Father may have asked of us. As we can see and hear that which Paul is plainly stating to the Philippians; he has learned to be satisfied or content with whatever Father has provided for him, this day. That he was content, no matter what the physical circumstances tried to dictate to him; or what the outward appearances tried to show him. Paul remained focused in and on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.


The ultimate example of trust and contentment is that which we find recorded within the four gospels in the Bible. It shows us clearly the period of time covering the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ. Here, we are able to see the total trust and commitment to all that Father asked of Him. Never questioning or complaining on whether there was enough to eat; or where He should lay His head for the night. Always knowing, that whatever Father asked, He would be able to perform it.

Matthew 14:16-17 But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes. (KJV)


How do we get to that place in our walk with God, to where we will trust Him no matter what the external circumstances try to say to us? How do we grow to that place of doing all that Father asks of us, today? Do we really believe that which He has asked of us, that He has made the way possible to fulfill it? 


Faith by hearing! (If one is always complaining, whining, and grumbling, how can they ever hear Father’s counsel and instructions?) We need to attentively listen to and put into operation the message delivered by Christ Jesus. The better we listen to, and then apply this message delivered, the greater is our ability to trust and believe God, and whatever He may have asked of us.


For most, they hope God will move or act in and on their behalf. And still others, want God to do things their way, and in their timing. If we are not willing to do things God’s way, and in His timing, aren’t we only pretending to be one of His?


Contentment for and with the world, goes something like this. (With their lips they tell God that they are with Him; however, in actions and reality, their heart is far from Him. They barter and debate with God. They tell God, that when they get what they want, and when they want it, then, and only then, will they do as He asks of them.)

If we would stop, look, and hear what it took for Abraham to believe and trust God, we would observe that Lot took what looked good to the sight, that which he could perceive to be good; Abraham went where God asked him to. Even though by outward appearances, it did not appear to be much. 


For yourself, do you walk by faith believing God; or do you judge things by their appearance? Do you chase and seek after that which tantalizes and pleases the flesh? Or do you seek after those things that are pleasing to God?


His sheep hear His voice, the voice of another they will not follow. Jesus Christ is the only way to, and into Father’s kingdom. He is the strait and narrow path that one must follow, just as Paul did. This path can only be navigated by the truth of God’s Word. It is this course of instructions that will set us free as well as keep us free form the pollutions and corruption of this present evil world.

Revelation 3:17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: (KJV)

Revelation 3:17 [I am rich] Thou supposest thyself to be, in a safe state, perfectly sure of final salvation, because, thou hast begun well, and laid the right foundation. It was this most deceitful conviction that cut the nerves of their spiritual diligence; they rested in what they had already received, and seemed to think that once in grace must be still in grace.


[Thou art wretched] Talaipooros (grk 5005). Most wretched. "The word signifies," according to Mintert, "being worn out and fatigued with grievous labours, as they who labour in a stone quarry, or are condemned to the mines." So, instead of being children of God, as they supposed, and infallible heirs of the kingdom, they were, in the sight of God, in the condition of the most abject slaves.


[And miserable] Ho (grk 3588) eleeinos  (grk 1652). Most deplorable, to be pitied by all men.


[And poor] Having no spiritual riches, no holiness of heart. Rich and poor are sometimes used by the rabbis to express the righteous and the wicked.


[And blind] The eyes of thy understanding being darkened, so that thou dost not see thy state.


[And naked] Without the image of God, not clothed with holiness and purity. A more deplorable state in spiritual things can scarcely be imagined than that of this church. And it is the true picture of many churches, and of innumerable individuals. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


Is the Word of Christ dwelling richly in you today? Or is it some cheap imitation?

That you may know Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.
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