What Have You Heard?     v21n27
Faith comes by hearing! Most have heard this verse quoted or said at one time or another. However, most do not give much thought to what it really does mean, or to that which it does truly imply. What is it that you have heard? All through our life we are supposed to be learning, however the question that should confront us is, what exactly is it that we have been allowing ourself to be taught? It is what we hear, that is going to be that which shapes our life, as well as our spiritual being, and then determine our spiritual condition.
Who or what are we listening to? What is it that we are or have been feeding to our spirit man? Faith comes by hearing! And hearing by the message delivered in and by Christ Jesus. If it is not the Word of God, then what is it that you have allowed into your spirit being? It is either faith or fear; life or death; there is no in between!
What is it that you have given ear to? Do we take all that we hear, and line it up with the Word of God? Or, do we base it in and off of what we have heard some other man say? There were ten virgins, and all fell asleep. However, five were wiser, and had spent more time than the five foolish in being prepared and renewed in and of the Word of God; and thus had just enough oil left to make it to the wedding feast. How ample is your oil supply?
Jeremiah 23:21-28 I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. 22 But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings. 23 Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24 Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD. 25 I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed. 26 How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart; 27 Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. 28 The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the LORD. (KJV)

Most of us know better than to put water in the gasoline tank of a vehicle. We know that by doing that, we can keep ourself from arriving at our destination, and thus risk being stranded in the middle of a lonely or deserted place. As well as possibly cause great if not permanent damage to the engine.
In our spiritual walk with God, our life is often compared to that of an oil lamp. How many of you know what will happen to that lamp if you allow water or contaminants into the oil supply?
The oil that we have for our spiritual lamps, is determined in and by that which we see and hear within the Word of God, as we are led by His Spirit. If we continue in His Word, then we will have an ample supply to wake from our slumber before it is to late. However, if we have allowed our hearing and vision to be blurred and hampered, then one may find themselves in eternal trouble. And this is something few stop to consider or ponder.
I constantly have people tell me that I should listen to this supposed Christian song, or that one. Yet, when I take the time to line the words up against the Word of God, I find that they contradict the very Word of God. What good can this possibly do for our spirit being?
Jeremiah 5:30-31 A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; 31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof? (KJV)

I am told many times the same thing about visiting this building or that building; or listening to this preacher or that preacher. Yet, what I hear being taught does not line up with the Word of God. When one takes a close look at the fruit of these ministries according to the Word of God, it is easy to see that it is not something that I choose to be a part of.
Acts 17:24-25 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; (KJV)
Many would say that Noah did not have much fruit out of his ministry. However, these were the few that heard and obeyed the Word of God. These were the few that found that strait and narrow path that led to safety. They listened to all of God’s instructions, and carried them all out. By being obedient to the Word of God, they were delivered from the destruction that soon followed. It is only those that hear and obey all of the Word of God; those that hear and obey His voice that will be delivered. Today, this day, how well do you hear His voice?
John 10:4-5 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. (KJV)
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