What Do I Say?     v20n41
Many times within our Christian walk, people ask of us, what do we believe? Or they may even ask of us, why do we believe what we do? In the past we have been told or taught by many of the religious leaders that we should have some verse to respond with. Or maybe even memorize some verses for certain situations. So we buy books and tapes to try to memorize or have standardized answers that we can give to people when asked about our Christian life or walk.
1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: (KJV)
First off, we have to sanctify the Lord God in our hearts. But what does it mean to sanctify to you?
Sanctify; 37 hagiazo- 1) to render or acknowledge, or to be venerable or to hallow  2) to separate from profane things and to dedicate to God  a) to consecrate things to God  b) to dedicate people to God  3) to purify  a) to cleanse externally  b) to purify by expiation: to free from the guilt of sin  c) to purify internally by a renewing of the soul.
We need to acknowledge God in our hearts. We have to come to a realization and understanding of what we have been delivered from. We need to recognize the grace that has been made available to us, apart from anything that we can say or do. We are saved, delivered, and rescued by grace through faith. Not of works lest any man should boast or be filled with a false pride.
Once we have acknowledged God in our heart, now we can get ourself ready to answer every or any person that asks us of the hope that is within us. But, what is it to be ready?
Just as in his letter to the saints at Ephesus, Paul told them that they needed to have their feet shod in the preparation with the gospel of peace. Very few people like to hear the word preparation, anymore than they want to hear the words to be ready. This means that they are going to have to do something on their own, that they are going to be required to do something. It means that they will have to take responsibility for their own life. They will not be able to blame someone or anyone else for their own shortcomings.
Ephesians 6:15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; (KJV) 

Very few are ready always to have an answer for any person that asks of the hope that is within them. A few will sometimes be ready with an answer of the hope that is within them. The majority will depend on someone else to give them an answer. They do not know what the Word says, and therefore can only parrot or mimic that which they have heard others speak. They have no depth in the Word themselves.
1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always (at any and every time, already prepared) to give an answer... (KJV)
ready; 2092 hetoimos- prepare ready  a) used of things:  1) ready at hand  2) opportune, seasonable  b) used of persons: already prepared  a) to do something  b) to receive one coming.
always; 104 aei- 1) perpetually, incessantly  2) invariably, at any and every time: when according to the circumstances something is or ought to be done again.
Seldom are we always at the state of readiness to have the answer for any person that asks of the hope that is within us. Most are unsure of what they believe and why they believe it. It is only as we study for Father’s approval, that we can have any confidence in who we are in Christ. It is only as we study to please Father, that we will be prepared with that answer that Father knows that we have need of before we ask.
We do not have to defend God and His Word. God was doing quite well before we came along. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. God does not ask us to defend Him, but rather to seek Him for the answers that He knows that we have need of. Father does know what we have need of, before we ask of Him. If we have taken the time, to ask of Him, we will have the answer for the person that does ask of the hope that is within us. Please note though, that we have to be asked, before we can give an answer.
Have you taken the time with Father this day, to hear clearly that which He knows that you have need of? If you have not, will you know what to say?
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