I want to be like ________?     v20n29
As we are growing up, we are all influenced by one thing or another. For many little boys, it is some sports hero or another, or maybe even a politician or actor. We are taught at a young age to idolize people, as well as told who is successful, and who is not. So, from our earliest recollection, we have based our idea of success according to what the world thinks. 

Once we become a Christian, what then do we set as our goals? Who is it that we then try to imitate? Most of us know of Paul the Apostle. We may even have some idea of his life before Christ. Let us for a few moments look at what Saul of Tarsus was like.

Acts 7:58-60 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. (KJV)


In our first look at Saul of Tarsus, we see here that he gives approval for the death of Stephen. As we see clearly in this next verse.

Acts 8:1-2 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. (KJV)


And as we can see from the next few verses, we see how Saul of Tarsus was instrumental in the early dispersion of the Word. Even before coming to know Jesus Christ, he caused many of the Christians to flee from Jerusalem, into the surrounding towns and countries.

Acts 8:3-4 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. Therefore, they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word. (KJV)

How many of you would want to be like Saul of Tarsus, or want your children to be like him? Not many of us would want that for ourselves and our children. We tell them to be successful, no matter what the cost. Moral values and principles are no longer taught or respected. And then we wonder where exactly we have gone astray, and our children as well.


The example had been set for Saul of Tarsus by the religious leaders in Jerusalem. They had killed Jesus Christ of Nazareth to silence His radical ideas, as well as the lifestyle that He lived. This is what Saul of Tarsus had learned to imitate, by the example that these people had set for him. As we continue to follow Saul’s life, we see that he continued to excel above many of his equals. That, indeed, he had a zeal towards God, but by his own words, later, it was not according to the knowledge of God (Romans 10:2).

Acts 9:1-2 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. (KJV)


Even in his zeal for God, he still sought the approval of other men. Seeking letters of approval to continue at the task that he had started.


It was at this point in his life that something happened to him. All that he thought that he had been doing right, was now about to be challenged.

Acts 9:3-5 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. (KJV)


What I find so interesting here in these verses, is his response in verse 5. “Who art thou, Lord.” Even before I met Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour, I had an inner thought at how so much of what I was doing was wrong. Until one day, I too, had a confrontation with the Lord.


Are we as most when this happens, and seek counsel from other men? Or do we react as Saul, and ask God what He would have us to do? 
Acts 9:6-9 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. (KJV)


From this point on in Saul’s life, we now see him driven by the working knowledge and the love of God. His entire life from this point on was to do Father’s will for all that was asked of him. And, what a life he did have.


Any of us would love to be used by God as Paul was. Preaching the Word of God all over much of the world. Penning much of the instruction to the church today. To be like Paul would indeed be a very blessed goal in life. Yet so often we neglect to see and hear how important each and every one of us are for the ministry of Jesus Christ.


Here Paul sits in Damascus, blind and waiting for further instructions from God. At the same time, a man called Ananias is asked by God to go and pray for Saul. What would you have answered God? How eager would you have been to go and pray for Saul of Tarsus?


From this point on in Paul’s life, we are pretty familiar with what happened. We see and know of the many exploits that he did for the kingdom of God. And many of us would be very satisfied to have a ministry such as his.

What most of us fail to see is the obedience of Ananias. We do not hear of him again after this place in the Bible, yet, by his being obedient to what Father asked of him, he had a part in all that Paul did for the kingdom of God.


Who has Father asked you to pray for lately? Can you be as faithful as Ananias?
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