Everyone Should Love This Mystery!     v20n17
Part 11 - The Beginning


For the past ten weeks, we have been spending time uncovering the basics of the mystery of the Gospel. We have been trying to open up your ability to hear God, to be led by His Spirit, and not by the flesh.

All too often, we forget that the Bible is instruction for the spiritual man, so the flesh can be kept in line by the Spirit. Paul states this very well in his letter to the Galatians. He starts it off by addressing them as to why they were following another gospel. Then a few chapters later, he asks them why they began in the Spirit, and now "think" that they are made perfect by the flesh.

Many start out on the straight and narrow path which leads to Father's house. However, many are side-tracked into taking alternate routes or short-cuts, and sometimes even detours. There are no short-cuts into the kingdom of God. Each day, we are to live by faith, and work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Yet, how many of us remember to feed our spirit man each day?

Faith only comes by hearing, stopping all that you are doing, and giving audience to Father's counsel. If our spirit man is what is going to live forever, how much time do we feed it with the Bread of Life? How much do we nourish it with the living water?

When we started this series, one of the first scriptures that we used was Mark 4:11-13. Unto you! It is given to know! We often times read the Word, but do not hear what it says, or we think it is for everyone else, except us. Yet, Jesus Christ is very plain to say that, Unto you! It is given to know! The mystery of the kingdom of God. The question before you then is, how much time and effort have you put forth, to know and understand the mystery of the kingdom of God?

Jesus Christ goes on in Mark 4:11-13, to say that unless we have a clear perception of this parable, we will not be able to comprehend all others. We have to know this one for all others to be unlocked. Many people have a zeal for God, but it is not according to a working knowledge of the Word of God. They are quick to pass on stories of what they have heard others say they think the Word means, but do not know how to communicate (pray, prayer) with Father for themselves.

 Ephesians 3:9-12 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. (KJV)

To make all men see, (John 3:3), what is the fellowship of the mystery! This mystery has been hidden but is now revealed to us. Who better to reveal to us the mystery of Christ, (Ephesians 3:4), than the Spirit of Christ who abides in each and every believer? It is the Spirit of truth who will lead us and guide us into all truth!

John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. (KJV)

We often times forget that we can only be born again by the Spirit of God (John 3:3-8). It is also the Holy Spirit who is sent in the name of Jesus Christ, who leads us and guides us; however, one has to be willing to be led by Him (John 15:26, John 16:13).

Everyone, or should I say, most are able to talk about Ephesians 6:10-17, in reference to the Armor of God. Yet, they fail to hear and see that each peace (piece) of that armor describes who they are, and what their authority is in Jesus Christ. The other thing that they fail to see and hear, is that this is all a growing process to get us to verses 18 through 20. That we would become an ambassador for His Kingdom since we already have the victory in Christ. And as an ambassador, we will open our mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel. 

Ephesians 6:18-20 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (KJV)

If one is still a foot soldier, they are still in the trenches, fighting and struggling. Yet, an ambassador goes about in clothes of royalty, for he knows all of the power and authority that backs the message that he is sent to deliver. He also has a working knowledge that he will be called home before any outbreak of violence. Do you know your role? Do you know the mystery?

Without a clear and concise understanding and knowledge of the mystery, how can one ever have a full working knowledge of who they are in Christ?

Colossians 2:1-3 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  (KJV)

Without this knowledge, we will listen to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. It will lead us on the path away from Father's kingdom.

Unless those that we put in leadership within the body, have an understanding of the mystery of the faith, what can the end result be?
1 Timothy 3:9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. (KJV)

2 John 1:7-11 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. (KJV)

There is, but one doctrine concerning the Word of God! Is it still a mystery to you?
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Larry Gazelka

Next week:  A Witness to Who?

