What Is There To Eat?     v19n8
Part 8

What’s in the Tank?

Matthew 25:1-13 Then shall the Realm of heaven be compared to ten maidens who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were stupid, five were sensible. For, although the stupid took their lamps, they took no oil for them, whereas the sensible took oil in their vessels as well as their lamps. As the bridegroom was long in coming, they all grew drowsy and went to sleep. But at midnight the cry arose, ”Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all the maidens arose and 

trimmed their lamps. The stupid said to the sensible, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the sensible relied, “No, there may not be enough for us and for you. Better go to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” Now while they were buying oil, the bridegroom arrived; those maidens who were ready accompanied him to the marriage banquet, and the door was shut. Afterwards the rest of the maidens came and said, “Oh sir, oh sir, open the door for us.” But he replied, “I tell you frankly I do not know you.” Keep on the watch then, for you know not neither the day or the hour. Weymouth Translation

One of the reasons that I like this translation when trying to share on this teaching that the Lord gave us, is because of the frankness of the translation. Even though we should not call anyone stupid, it does show us the ignorance of those that do not give heed to the Word, and maintain their spirit man on a daily basis.
In this teaching, we also see an excellent illustration of what happens to those who seek sensationalism, and those that strive for the meat of the Word of God. What I mean by this, is those that were unwise, were busing doing things that satisfied the physical man. They would run to this meeting and that meeting, but the only thing that was going on there, were things that excited ones emotions, but gave nothing to sustain the spirit man.
People are constantly running to meetings that are on the end times. To those that concern prophecy, which in themselves are not bad, for all is from the Word of God. But, where the concern comes in, is that they never learn how to feed themselves. They never learn who they are in Christ. They do not have enough of a working knowledge of the Word, to have a shield of faith, that is of significant enough size, to stop all of the fiery darts that the devil and his forces might throw ones direction.
Please, do not misconstrue what I am trying to say here. There is nothing wrong with reading and understanding the book of Revelation, or any of the other books that are rich in prophecy. The Bible tells us quite plainly, that they that read and hear what the book of Revelation has to say shall be blessed. It also says to keep the sayings that are written there. We hear the words, but are we putting them to work in our lives?
Amos 8:11-13 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: 12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it. 13 In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst. (KJV)
If we are wandering from sea to sea, we have to keep in mind, that salt water will not sustain life in us. It has to be pure, living waters that we are to partake of (Revelation 22:1). Just as a car will not operate without oil, so the spirit man can not sustain fellowship with Father, without the life giving water of the Word of God. This is what gives us the oil for our lamp, and keeps it burning, and it should be burning brightly!
In your life at the present time, what is your greatest hunger for? Is it for the things of this world, or for a closer walk with Father through His Word?
What kind of fellowship do you seek, is it with the world, or with those that seek God out of a pure heart? All to often, we are rubbing elbows with those that cause us to leave the basic principles of our salvation, and this causes our foundation to become unstable.
Hebrews 5:12-14 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (KJV)
As we recall Matthew 25, there were ten virgins mentioned. Five were wise, but five were foolish or blockheads. Why were they foolish? Why were their lamps running low, with no oil in reserve? As we look at Hebrews here, we can see that the writer is quite bold to tells us that when we ourselves should be teachers, we have to go back to school again. In many instances it would be back to kindergarten, since we have let the basics of our salvation slip. We have become lazy in our hearing. Those that have allowed the Word to take second place in their lives, have become dull of hearing the Word of God.
Hebrews 5:11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. (KJV)
3576 nothros (no-thros'); dull; from a derivative of 3541; sluggish, i.e. (literally) lazy, or (figuratively) stupid: KJV-- dull, slothful.
Does this not relate the same condition the five foolish virgins fell into? They allowed their hearing to become dull. Faith can only come by hearing, giving audience to Father and His Word. Once the hearing becomes dull or complacent, the spirit man begins to starve to death. If we do not have a working knowledge of the Word of God, what good does the armor that God has given to us do? For all of the armor, is operated by the Word!
One other thing to take note of in Hebrews 5:11, is the fact of what the writer was trying to say to them. He was trying to expound to them on Christ, the priest after the order of Melchizedek. However , he could not, for they would have choked on it. Their hearing had become lazy, and their spirit man was low on oil, so they were not able to be taught, but had to be instructed in the basics again. How is your hearing today? Are you able to have meat or milk for your dinner?
This is one of the major problems in the Church today, that many of the lamps are flickering. To make matters even worse, they do not have a clue as to why their lamps are flickering. They run to and fro, looking for something, but have no understanding of what they are missing.
Most, do not understand the mystery of the gospel. For the most part, we ignore the importance that Paul places upon it. We all know Jesus of Nazareth, but what we do not realize, is that He could not do anything without the Spirit of Christ. Neither can we do anything without the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9). Without a working knowledge of the Son of the living God, what can we expect to do or accomplish?
Case in point. The five foolish virgins never left the starting blocks once they were born again. They made no attempt to grow in a working knowledge in and of the Word of God. They were to busy playing church and acquiring the things of this world. They had become lazy at giving heed to the voice of God. (Faith can only be developed by hearing, stopping all distractions, and giving Father your full attention to what He is saying to us).
Did you notice, that all of the virgins had grown drowsy and slept. We all sin and fall short of the glory of God at times. The key is, how much do we have in our spiritual tank? How much time have we given to the Word to be sure that our spirit man is alive and vibrant? Many have their spirit man in the early stages of malnutrition, and then wonder why they are not able to stand (Ephesians 6:11). You can be absolutely sure, that your spirit man is starving to death, that it is not Father’s, nor anyone else’s fault but your own. Each of us are responsible for working out our own salvation.
Matthew 25:6-8 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. (KJV)
When they all awoke at the cry that the bridegroom was coming, have you noticed the response of the foolish ones? Many in the church today go through life like Brylcreme Christians; they think that just a little dab of the Word will do them. They throw their spirit man one or two scraps a week, and then blame Father when things go wrong, or not according to their plans.
Galatians 3:2-3 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV)
All to often, we forget how we were born again. We forget that we are of the Spirit of God, and yet, when all is said and done, we try to operate and understand in the ways of the flesh. We are under the false impression at times, that the things that we acquire of this world, prove our spirituality. This is the furthest thing from the truth.
Once the foolish virgins realized that the wise were not going to give them any of their oil, the foolish were told to go and buy from those that sell. How many of you really believe that you can buy your way into the kingdom of God? The price has already been paid, and that was paid by Jesus Christ in full, when He was seated at the right hand of Father. What do you think that you could be worth more than His very Son?
That you may know Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka
Next week: Topping Off The Tank! Part 9. This will be the conclusion of this series. 
