What Is There To Eat?     v19n7
Part 7

What’s In The Tank?

How many times in your life, have you finished a dinner and have been so full that you could barely make it to the couch, let alone to do anything else? If you tried to move any more then that, you feel as if you are going to burst.
This is a scene that we see a few times each year as we get together to celebrate different occasions. Let me ask you this question now; when is the last time that you took that much time and effort to feed your spirit man that way?
We will eat more than we should when we come to these gatherings. Many times we will eat in excess because we don’t want to offend the cook, or the host. We will over eat because the food and desserts tasted real good. Has not Father done the same for us with His Word? Has He not put a banquet before us that will meet our every need?
During these past seven weeks, we have been talking about and stressing the importance of feeding and maintaining our spirit man on a daily basis. Yet, how often do we take the time, and make the effort that is necessary for the spirit man to grow?
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. 10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was

written was upright, even words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. 12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. (KJV)
Father has set among us people that are willing to listen to Him, and help us to grow in Father’s wisdom and understanding. Men and women who devote their whole lives to hearing Father’s counsel, and giving us the insights into His Word that will cause our spirit man to grow, and to be conformed and transformed into the image of His Son, Jesus Christ!
Ephesians 4:11-16 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. (KJV)
When we start out on a trip, how many of you will start off with an almost empty gas tank on your vehicle? For most of us, we will take the time to be sure that it is full to the top; and that all other fluids and serviceable parts are operating at their very best. We do these things, because we do not want the vehicle to fail, and leave us stranded in the middle of our trip.
We are very diligent to take these precautions with the things that pertain to the physical man, but what about with our spirit man? Do we take the same precautions each day, as we continue our journey to Father’s house? We can not change yesterday, for it is gone. We can do nothing about tomorrow, for it is not here yet. We can however, make provisions for the spirit man this day. We can be sure that the spirit man has been fed and maintained to get us through this day. Are you as prepared in the spirit realm today, as you have prepared yourself for the physical?
If we were to start out on a journey, and had failed to check all of our fluid levels, and the car failed because of that, whose fault would the failure be?
Most of us would find someplace else to put the blame, besides at our doorstep, where it would belong. Yet, if the vehicle broke down because our negligence, we could blame no one but ourselves. This is also the way it is in the spirit realm. We can blame no one but ourselves for the shortcomings that we have in our spiritual walk.
If we forgot to check all of the fluids, and the vehicle breaks down because we operated the vehicle in conditions other than as the owners manual described, we now have to determine how much damage has been caused, and what can be done to correct the situation. We also have to be able to locate a place of repair. One that is reputable, and not try to take advantage of the situation.
What we fail to see many times, is of how much importance oil is for the overall operation of the vehicle, as well as how much of the vehicle is produced in one way or another by the oil. It provides gas for the engine, in order to propel us. It is the main lubrication for the engine itself. If we fail to maintain the proper amount of oil in the engine, it can cause the engine to seize, and either damage or totally destroy the engine. Oil also provides the funds necessary for the transmission as well as the power steering. Any of these fluids allowed to get to low, can cause much discomfort in our journey. As we can see, that oil is of much importance if the vehicle is going to be of any use to us.
What about our spirit man? What does it take for it to function and operate as Father designed? Are we not supposed to be the light of the world, that will lead people to Jesus Christ? If we are to allow the light of God to shine from us, and be able to draw people to His saving grace, then how important is the level of the oil that keeps our spirit man burning?
Matthew 5:14-16 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.(KJV)
5457 phos- light; 1) light a) the light 1) emitted by a lamp 2) fire because it is light and sheds light 3) a lamp or a torch c) light, that is, brightness; used of a lamp 2) metaphorically: a) God is light; light has an extremely delicate, subtle, pure, brilliant quality b) used of truth and its knowledge, together with the spiritual purity associated with it c) what is exposed to the view of all, openly, publicly d) reason, mind; the power of understanding especially moral and spiritual truth.
In order for that lamp to stay lit, and fulfill the purpose that God intended, there is a need for oil, pure oil, that will allow that lamp to operate at peak efficiency. Do you check the level of the oil in your lamp on a daily basis?
Matthew 25:1-13 Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 "Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3 "Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 "but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 "But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 6 "And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!' 7 "Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 8 "And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9 "But the wise answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.' 10 "And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 11 "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!' 12 "But he answered and said, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.' 13 "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.(NKJ)
Why is it that most people are concerned with when the Lord is going to return for His church, than they are in being ready for whenever He does return? They go from one place to the next to hear messages on the end times, but are slow to react or go to places that will feed their spirit man, and give them fresh, pure oil for their lamps.
In this illustration that the Lord Jesus Christ gives us here in Matthew 25, we are able to see how that there were some that were wise in what the Lord had blessed them with, but others that were not quite as motivated.
5429 phronimos- wise; 1) intelligent, wise 2) prudent, that is, mindful of one's interests
3474 moros (mo-ros'); foolish; probably from the base of 3466; dull or stupid (as if shut up), i.e. heedless, (morally) blockhead, (apparently) absurd: KJV-- fool (-ish, X -ishness).
In Matthew 25 we can see a excellent example of  those that were mindful of all that Father had given them in order for them to be prepared until the time of their departure. They would meditate in and on the Word of God day and night, to be sure they had ample supply of oil for their lamps.
On the other hand, there were the blockheads, who just tried to go with the flow, and be pleasing to all people. They thought that they had it all together. Yet when the time came from waking up from their slumber they found themselves to be lacking. They even tried to buy their way in. Next week we will continue here.
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