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Armor of God - Part 2

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. (KJV)

Put on!!! Have you noticed that this verse denotes the singular tense? All too often, I hear many a Christian say, that the first thing that they do each morning, is to put on God’s armor. Why is this? It is quite plain to us to put on in the singular! It does not say a thing about removing at the end of each day.

Does the spirit man sleep? Do you know? Are you even concerned? Do you ever want to be without Father’s protection? Ephesians 6:11 does not say; keep putting on the whole armor of God! Father has given us the measure of the gift, and cannot, nor will not take it back. However, you can return a gift to the store. You can take off the armor of God.

1746 enduo (en-doo'-o); put on; from 1722 and 1416 (in the sense of sinking into a garment); to invest with clothing (literally or figuratively):  KJV-- array, clothe (with), endue, have (put) on. to sink into (clothing), to put on, to clothe oneself.

Do you realize that the only way for you to take off God’s armor, is to put Christ out of your life? We will see this more clearly, as we get into more depth in this series on the armor of God.

The more that we decrease, (put aside the flesh), the more that Christ is able to manifest Himself in our lives. It is a constant battle to keep the body in subjection to the Spirit of God. We have spent far more time building up the flesh, than we have the spirit man.

Put on the full armor of God! Most do not hear that it is God’s armor. As such, it does not rust, dent, rot, decay, or any other such thing. It is God’s armor and has absolutely no weak points. Since it is God’s armor, if there are failures in your life, the problem is not on Father’s end, nor can it be His fault. The problem lies within us; from our failure to hear and obey His Word. As long as we operate in and through Jesus Christ, there can be nothing but victory!

2 Corinthians 2:14-15 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: (KJV)

Romans 8:37-39 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (KJV)

It is the responsibility of each of us as an individual, to study Father’s Word, so that we are able to utilize His armor for the specific use that it was intended. (Many, use the sword as a hammer, trying to beat the Word into people, or even unto submission to them.) Many forget that this is God’s gift to each and every believer.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)

Many of us forget, that God’s Word is given to us for our advantage. Father already knows His Word, for it is settled in heaven. We have to take it, study, and meditate upon it, that through it we would find, and maintain our spiritual health.

Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. 10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. 12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. (KJV)

Father has given us those that can instruct us and guide us in His ways, if we will have ears to hear. All to often though, we have become dull at hearing. We do not listen to God’s Word, let alone allow it to work in our life. We are much busier defending man and his doctrine, than we are in taking a stand for His Word.

Have you ever wondered why Paul used a soldier in his description of God’s armor? Most fail to remember that Paul was a Roman citizen, and as such, was well aware of the capabilities of the Roman garrisons.

The Roman soldier was the best trained and equipped soldier of that time period. They were superbly trained in the best offensive and defensive tactics of the day. They were recognized for that; and because of that, many fled just at their appearance on a scene. (Remember, that Paul used his rights as a Roman citizen several times, knowing that they could rescue him from the religious leaders who wished to shut him up.)

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand!

How often is it that you want God to come and do battle for you? How often would you like anyone to do your skirmishes for you? Father has given us the measure of the gift of Christ! And as such, we should be lacking in nothing, that would prevent us from being successful and faithful. Each of us must work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. The more that we begin to see and hear who we are in Christ, the more that we will begin to see the victory that we have in Christ Jesus.

That you may be able to stand!
2476  histemi- stand; 1) to cause or make to stand, to place, to put, to set  a) to bid to stand by, [set up]  1) in the presence of others, in the midst, before judges, before members of the Sanhedrin;  2) to place  b) to make firm, to fix, to establish  1) to cause a person or a thing to keep his or its place  2) to stand, be kept intact (of family, a kingdom), to escape in safety  3) to establish a thing, to cause it to stand,  to uphold or sustain the authority or force of anything  c) to set or place in a balance  to weigh: money to one (because in very early times before the introduction of coinage, the metals used to be weighed)  2) to stand  a) to stand by or near  to stop, to stand still, to stand immovable, to stand firm,  used of the foundation of a building  b) to stand  1) to continue safe and sound, to stand unharmed, to stand ready or prepared  2) to be of a steadfast mind  3) used of quality, one who does not hesitate, who does not waiver. 
You, have to know the rights and authority that were given to you the moment that you were born again. If one does not take the time, nor make the effort to study God’s Word, how will we ever become aware of all that Father has made available to us? Will you ever understand why we are called Christians?

If one goes out and buys a new car, and pays cash for it, the car is yours. With all of the gadgets and devices that new vehicles have nowadays, there will be a few things that you are not aware of, nor understand their operation; unless you take the time to read the owners manual. Yet, the fact and truth is that they are yours. However, they will be of no use to you, until you take the time to know what they are, and how to implement them for you to obtain maximum performance from them. They are yours, but until you become aware of, and familiar with them, they will be of absolutely no use to you. The owner’s manual has to be read!

Is this not true for you also? The moment that you were born again, you were given the measure of the gift of Christ. You received the whole thing. However, until you take the time to read the owner’s manual, (the Bible), how will you ever be aware of what you have, much less how it works.

John 14:12-14 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. (KJV)

Ephesians 4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (KJV)

Mark 16:16-20 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. (KJV)

If you will notice in these verses, that it does not say that these things are for a select few. Rather that they are for anyone that will believe that Jesus Christ took their place at the cross and in the grave; and is now their mediator at the right hand of Father. Father cannot, nor will not force you to hear what His Word has to say. 

Romans 10:17-18 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. (KJV)

Romans 12:3-5 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. (KJV)

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV)

Take a close look around you today. Horoscopes, physics, new age, sports, self pleasures and every other such thing is running rampant. Many are quicker to read their horoscopes each day than they are the Word of God. Many give more time and credence to these things than they do Father and His Word. This happens because people are looking for the fastest and quickest fix for their life. One that puts the responsibility on someone else, so that if something does go wrong, they can say they were not at fault. The devil is a worthy adversary against any that do not know the Word of God for themselves.

The same is true for us that go to any building to hear Father’s Word being expounded upon. Once we hear what is being taught, we have to be sure to go back and to be sure that all that we heard, does indeed line up with Father’s Word. It makes no difference who we hear the Word through, it is our responsibility to go back to the Bible to be sure it is so. But how many of us do that with the same diligence that the Berean’s did?
If you do not know your rights and authority in Jesus Christ, how will you ever be able to distinguish the truth from a lie?

1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: (KJV)

James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (KJV)

Do you know your rights and authority in Jesus Christ well enough to spot and expose the wolves that are in sheep’s clothing? The spiritual life that you save, may be your own!

That you may know Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ

Larry Gazelka
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