Is Your Mute Button On???
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"Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." Romans 10:17 KJV
"And this proves that faith comes from a message heard, and that the message comes through it having been spoken by Christ." Romans 10:17 Weymouth translation.

"You see, faith must come from what is heard, and what is heard comes from the voice of Christ." Romans 10:17 Moffatt translation.
Have you ever sat down to watch the evening news, and left the mute button on for the whole telecast? How much of an understanding would you have had for what was being reported for that day? Would you have had any idea of what was being said, unless you could read lips?
Have you ever been trying to listen to something that you wanted to hear on the radio, but you had other people standing around you, carrying on a conversation? 

In both of the above listed instances, we failed to have a full understanding of what was going on, why?? In the first instance, we could not hear what was being said, because we did not utilize all of the capabilities that we had control of. In the second instance, it was because of the lack of consideration of others that distracted us from hearing the message.
How, do you think the Father reacts, when we will not use all of the capabilities given to us to hear His Word? When Father enters the room to speak to us, we have a tendency to leave the mute button turned on. We have more important things to do; we cannot take the time to listen to Him right now. Or, we would rather hear what others are saying, then to hear what Father has to say. We have to keep up on all the latest gossip.
The only way that our faith will develop is by hearing Father's instructions for us. If we are not listening to Him, how can we know what He has for us? If we do not know His voice, how will we know who to listen to??
We all want what God has for us, yet we do not want to do what is necessary to achieve it! 

To often, when we gather together, we already have our minds made up as to how we are going to hear God. We have already determined by what means that we will let Him speak to us. This is why we spend so much time singing, dancing, speaking in tongues, and all other such things that keep us from hearing God's Word. If we are constantly making noise, how can we ever expect to hear God??
We want to see miracles, signs and wonders. We want to dictate to God, the ways that we will allow Him to speak to us. We try to tell God, the guidelines that He should follow, if He expects us to listen to Him! Faith comes by hearing!!!
"And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word, with signs following." Mark 16:20 KJV
"Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:" Psalm 23:6 KJV 

We have our priorities all wrong! We want God to give us all of His blessings, and then we will hear. Only then will we listen to His Word. Yet, He is very specific that He confirms His Word!! Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, if my life is in line with His Word. We have to quit being so selfish, close our mouths, and then hear and give heed to the instructions that He has for us.
How could Jesus Christ, only speak the things that He heard the Father speak? How could He do only the things that He saw the Father do??? He could not, unless He was quiet, and took the time to hear the Father's instructions!! Unless He was attentive to what the Father was doing.
This is the example that we are to be following. We have to stop what we are doing, shut our mouth up, and give our full attention to what the Father is trying to say to us. Study to be quiet, then you can hear His Word!! 

Do you really believe that you are accountable for every idle word that you speak? Are we really concerned if every word that we speak, lines up with the Word of God?? If we did, would we be as quick to open our mouths all of the time, not knowing for sure what we speak? Would we be as quick to think of ourselves as teachers of the Word?? Would we be as quick to defend everything that we think is the Word of God?
This is why, when we gather together, we should be quick to hear what Father has to say to us. We should want to hear what He has for us, and then study for His approval. Then, we will be sure of what we have heard, and not have to be concerned with leading anyone astray.
There are times, which we have to know how to use the mute button. The only way that we can know for sure when we should or should not be using the mute button is by knowing His Word, and by knowing His voice. There is only one sure way of accomplishing this. Taking the time to get into His Word on a daily basis. (Seven days without the Word, makes one weak!!) (Read John 10:1-18)
Why is it so important to know His Word??
How can you share His Word of faith, if you are not familiar with His voice or His Word?? How can you show people the straight and narrow path, if you are not sure of it yourself??
You can also mislead people by being quiet. You can mislead people by speaking. So, how do we know when to do what? Only by knowing His Word, and by knowing His voice!!
Read Ezekiel 3:17-20. In this passage, we can see an example of when we are to speak up, and warn people of the dangerous position that they have put themselves in. We have to speak up, to make them aware that they have strayed from the straight and narrow path that leads to the kingdom of God. When we deliver God's Word to them, it will give them light to get back on the proper path, if they will listen. You can not force them to hear, all you can do is put the Word on the scene, but the choice is still theirs.
Read Matthew 10:32-39. Since we know that Jesus Christ was tempted in every manner that we are, and sinned not. Why do we feel that it should be easier on us, then it was on Him??? We have the same decisions and choices to make that He did. We have the same Holy Spirit to lead us and to guide us. We have to recognize who our foes are. We can not be swayed and mislead by those who we know after the flesh (Luke 11:27-28). It all comes back to the fact, that when we are born-again, we are brought into a new family. We have become a part of the family of God. The only way that we can remain a part of the family is to remain in His Word. We have to hear His voice and obey what He tells us. Our family is, those who want to continue in His Word.
We have to remember, that Father loves us with a love that the physical man can not understand. It is a love that surpasses all earthly knowledge (Philippians 1:9). Read Galatians 1:10-24. We have to remember that we do not learn of God's love through man. We learn of it by revelation of the Holy Spirit, as He guides us through the Word of God. He leads us into all truth.
There are other times that we would be better off leaving the mute button on.
This happens, when we try to teach or instruct people, before we have heard all that God has for us; or when we are only repeating what someone else has said. It will become real to us when Father speaks it to us, by revelation of the Holy Spirit. We have to rightly divide the Word of truth. We have to study to be quiet, until Father tells us to speak. You will be responsible for every word that you speak, that is not employed by the kingdom of God. Be still and know that He is God.
We need to be quick to hear and slow to speak. Why?? Read Matthew 12:31-37. Do we really understand the Word of God as well as we would like to think?? Are you sure of what blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is?? If you do not know who the Son of God is, does it not put you on unstable ground? Are you sure of what kind of fruit is on the trees around you? What kind of fruit is on your tree? Our words will let people know exactly where our heart is! They will either justify or condemn you; the choice is yours alone.
Read Matthew 5:10-20. What are people saying about you? Do they question the righteousness that you speak of? Who are the scribes and Pharisees of today? Do you know without any reservation? We can not break one of the least commandments and teach it to men or we are in big trouble. Our words will either justify or condemn us. No in between!! No compromise!! 

Read James 3 all. In this chapter, it tells us the same thing that you can not have sweet water and bitter water coming out of the same fountain. We have to be aware of every word that we speak. Death and life are in the power of the tongue. What kind of words are you putting out??
This is why we have to be watchful of every word we speak. We have to be sure that they are always in accordance with the Father's Word. If we lead any of His astray, we will answer to Father (Matthew 18:1-6). This is why we have to know what the Father would have us speak. To know beyond any doubt, that it is what the Father would have us speak. To know for sure, that it is in total agreement with His Word. Be quick to hear and slow to speak.
Study for God's approval, with no reason to be ashamed, and you will know when and what the Father wants you to speak. Time to give my mute button a click. 

That you may know Him,  
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