What's Happening?   Part 2     V18n3

"Tell us, when shall these things be?  And what shall be the sign of thy coming, and the end of the age".  Matthew 24:3 KJV
We have a tendency to become so wrapped up in prophecy, that we become so heavenly minded that we are no earthly good.   They have not yet had the Lord crucified, or received the Holy Spirit, and yet they are concerned about when He will return.
We are not to know the time, nor will we know the season!  We are to be watchful at all times, knowing that His return is drawing near!
"And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.  For many shall come in my name, saying I am Christ; and shall deceive many."  Matthew 24:4-5 KJV
If we continue in the Word of God, Christ will keep us from being deceived.  You have to know who Christ is in order to not to be deceived.
Do you hear what is being said in these verses?  Jesus said, many would come in His name, saying I am Christ!  Do you know who Christ is?  Is it only a title? Does it have any meaning?  Does it even matter? 

To most of the "church", it is obvious that it does not matter.  Jesus or Christ, what is the difference?  This is the answer I hear most often.  You can use Jesus or Christ, as they're interchangeable.  It makes no difference.  (They say).
"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that, in the latter times, some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;" I Timothy 4:1 KJV
Some shall depart form the faith. They shall depart from the truth of God's Word.  They shall listen to, and obey spirits other than God's.
We all know, (or should), that the "church age" is coming to a close.  As we look at Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, we are made aware of the many physical signs that warn of us of the return of Jesus Christ for His church.  Yet, we do not hear the spiritual warnings, that are so evident in the gospels, and, even more so in the epistles.
This is why the Lord said; many would come in His name, saying, "I am Christ."  We hear what the Lord is saying, but we do not listen.  We read what is there, but we do not comprehend.
I constantly get asked how is it that so many people could be wrong on the name.  Yet, the Lord himself forewarns us that the last days shall be as the days of Noah!  (Matthew 24:37).
What we fail to see and realize, is the warning of the apostasy that must take place at the end of the church age.  Some shall depart!  There shall come in the last days, scoffers!  Believe not every spirit!  If they have not the doctrine of Christ, don't even allow them in your house!  These are spots in your love feasts.
So, many warnings, yet we do not listen.  We do not hold fast our confession of faith without wavering.
"Study to show thyself approved unto God."  Who's approval are you seeking?  Man's?  God's?  If I study to please Father, I have to listen to, and obey His Words.  I will not try to subvert or overthrow anyone else, because I know that I have a full time job keeping myself in line with the Word of God.  Studying, to be quiet!
"There was a certain rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day.  And there was a certain beggar, named Lazarus, who was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table."  Luke 16:19-20 KJV 

It is quite easy to read these verses, and be moved with compassion, and at the same time, to be filled with anger.  We will say to ourselves, if that had been us it would have been different.  We cannot understand how someone could leave a person in that kind of condition.
Listen, and listen close!  We, the "church" in America, are the rich man in the purple and fine linen.  We eat better than most people do in the world (i.e. physical eating).  We have the capabilities of being fed spiritually, even beyond measure.  Yet for the most part, we feed the "people" crumbs, and tell them to be happy with what they get! 

As I take a close look at the "church" today, I see a body that is full of sores, looking for a little bit of nourishment from handouts, that they might regain their strength.  "He sent his WORD and healed them, and delivered them from THEIR destructions."  Without the pure Word of God, they will remain full of sores.  They will be left to die, since they do not have the right type of nourishment.
How, and where, did all of these sores come from???  What is the cause of all of their pain and suffering?  Lack of the TRUTH!!! Lack of hearing the pure Word of God!!!  The preachers now-a-days, are more concerned with "how big the building is", or "how am I dressed?"  "What is the body count on Sundays?"  "How much free time does the pastor get??"  Our priorities have become all wrong; dead wrong!!! 

What do we say or do, when a pastor threatens to close the "doors", if the "church" does not double in size in a certain time period???  Does this sound like one who is a flock tender for the Lord???
How often, do we come in contact with people seeking the "pure" Word of God?? What do you have to offer them?? Today's message is so watered down; we can compare it to mere crumbs.  Hardly enough to sustain life!  Thus the "church", is in a state of malnutrition.
For when we should be teachers, we need to go back to school.  Why?  Because we have not given heed to what Father is trying to say to us!  We do not follow the instructions that He has given us!
Many will come in His name!  They will tell us that they come with the power of God.  Yet, if they do not know the Son of God, how can they approach the Father???
Satan and his workers are capable of pulling back symptoms.  Since he (the devil) is the father of lies, he tells you as many lies as you will believe.  Deception, is his trademark!!
"Whosoever transgresses, and abides not in the doctrine of Christ, has not God.  He that abides in the doctrine of Christ, he has both the Father and the Son."  2 John 9 KJV 

"Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His."  Romans 8:9 KJV
So many will say, "God knows my heart".  Yes, He does know your heart.  But, if He makes an exception for one, then he has to make an exception for all.  There are certain requirements for gaining entrance into the kingdom of God.  There are no exceptions!  You ether meet the requirements, or we do not get in!! Just doing good, does not eliminate sin.  Only through Jesus Christ, is there forgiveness of sin.  Not exceptions!! No other way!!  He is the only gate into the kingdom of God!!  You must be born-again!!  (John 3:3-8).  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins, and cleanse us of all unrighteousness.  (1John 1:9)  There is only one mediator between God and man!! (1 Tim 2:5). 

"I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not; if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive."  John 5:43 KJV

"And whatever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son."  John 14:13 KJV

What is the Name of the Son of God?  Do you know?  Are you even concerned?  If you want to spend eternity with the Father, you had better learn the name of His Son!!
That is the warning of the end time apostasy!  Those who will attempt to teach you about the Lord, but themselves, do not know Him!!! 

"Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father, who is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?  And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works?  And  then will I profess unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity!"  Matthew 7:21-23 KJV

Many claim to be working for the Lord, yet, the Lord himself says, that He does not know them!!  We have to remember, that Jesus Christ Himself warned us, that many would come in His name, not a few!  What will they be proclaiming?  It will not be the name of Christ!  For they do not know Him.
"By this know ye the Spirit of God; every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God."  1 John 4:2 KJV

It is what comes out of your heart, not your head, that God hears and acknowledges.  Note!  It is the spirit that has to confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.  In order to see and understand Christ, you have to be born-again.  Then, you have to take the time to study His Word, seeking Father's approval.  When you receive Father's approval, is when your spirit will agree with His Spirit.
"Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks."  What is in your heart??
"Are you so foolish?  Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?"  Gal. 3:3 KJV

We started off in search of the truth, of wanting a relationship with Jesus Christ and the Father.  We sought to feed our spirit with the Word of God.  (His words, they are spirit and they are life).  But, somewhere along the path, we went back to listening to man, rather than the Word of God.  We decided to let someone else do the studying for us!  We do not, and did not, take the time to see what Father had to say about each and every situation.  We just did not have enough time.
What on earth, is happening???
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Imposture = deception, especially that which is practiced under an assumed 

character or by false pretension.
Matt. 7:21-23, 2 Tim. 4:2-3, 2 Peter 3:3-7, Col. 2:8, 1 John 4:1, Jude 3-4, 1 Tim. 4:1-6, 

2 John 7
Read Rev. 3:14-22. Will you hear what the Spirit is saying?
Next issue: It's still happening!! 

