Jesus? Not exactly!     V18n11

Nowadays, we hear all of these different preachers, and all of the different messages that each one of these ministers or ministries seem to have. They all seem to try to separate themselves from each other. The only time that they appear to be in agreement with one another, is when they are talking about finances.
They all talk about the Holy Spirit. They talk about, and supposedly demonstrate the gifts of the Holy Spirit. They cast out devils in the name of Jesus. They heal the sick in the name of Jesus. They also do many wonderful works in the name of Jesus. But the definitive question is, why does the Lord say that He does not know them? (Mt. 7:21-23). Is it a misprint in the Bible?
We fail to hear and believe that it is a straight and narrow path into the kingdom of God. We close our ears to the fact that there are few who travel the narrow path.
In the car rental business, there is Hertz, and everyone else is “not exactly”. The same is true in the preaching of salvation. There is the name of Jesus Christ, and everything or everyone else is just “not exactly”.
We spend so much time studying and discussing things which are not pertinent to the walk of Christian; and give little or no time to the things that are essential to our spiritual survival. How can this be? How can this be happening? Why doesn’t God do something?
The fact is, that God has done everything possible. He has done all that He can do. God sent his only begotten Son, Christ, to pay the ultimate price for our sins. Christ made a way for us to reconcile with Father. Yet, we want nothing to do with it (salvation).
It takes a lot more effort on my part to hear the truth of God’s Word, and to apply it to my own life (It is always easier to see it correcting someone else). It takes a maximum effort on my part to seek out preachers who will not compromise Father’s Word (You have to remember and keep in mind that there are not many who are on the straight and narrow path).
We all like to be around other people. We all like to be accepted by everyone. We all like to hear praises from other people. This is human nature. But the only approval that we should be seeking, is that from Father.
We can dispute and argue against God’s Word all that we want, but the fact remains, that Jesus Christ is the only way to Father, everything or everyone else is just “not exactly”.
We fail to hear the instructions to the church (the Epistles), how one of the main signs for the end times, is the great falling away (Paul describes it as some that shall depart from the faith). The Lord himself told us that many would come in His Name, but that we were not to listen to the “not exactly’s”.
What is the great falling away? Do you know? Are you even concerned? Does it make a difference?
This know also, that in the last days of the fullness of the Gentiles, times of spiritual destruction shall surround us, and even challenge our faith. Man will be taken in by his own prowess, accomplishments, and achievements. Their success will be judged by their physical possessions that they have acquired. The bigger the building, the greater they will rate their success. The larger the crowds, they will consider it a greater message. Man bases his success on what he can see and feel.
We are now trying to use the standards of the world, to justify our walk with God. Yet, for the most part, what methods have we used to get where we are? Who have we stepped on or abused to get where we are? Who has been stepped on or crushed to accomplish our goals? Who did we lie about or cheat on a business deal? Maybe even just fudge just a little bit on our taxes?
We judge them by their successes in the physical realm, and their lifestyles of pleasing the fleshy nature. When will we learn to judge all things by the spiritual nature?
Why is it that most of the Bible Studies disband for the summertime? Does God need a break? Maybe the Holy Spirit needs a vacation? Maybe God gets tired of all of the praise? Or, could it be, that the people need time for all of their toys and possessions?
They have the form of godliness; the outside of the cup looks good, but what lies on the inside? Is it the real thing, or “not exactly?”
It amazes me, how that we have time for everything except for the Word of God. The majority of the songs that are sung; have we even taken time to see if they are scripturally correct? Yet, we pretend as if we are doing God a service. We seem to be ever learning, yet never able to arrive at the truth. (We will give account of every idle word that we have not asked for forgiveness for).
Do you recall who it was that said that “He was the way, the truth, and the life”, and that ”no man could come to the Father but by Him”? I will guarantee you that the answer is not, “not exactly”.
If you will recall the start of this newsletter, we asked why Jesus Christ will say to many that He does not know them. Is this any different from the response that the five foolish virgins received, because they let their lamps grow dim?
Is this not the great falling away, that must take place as the end of the church age draws to a close? Some shall depart from the faith! They will listen to seducing spirits! If it is not the Spirit of Christ, it has to be the spirits of antichrist.
When we do not take the time to study for Father's approval, how will we ever be able to rightly divide the Word of God for our self? How will you know which doctrine is right or wrong? You can not ride anyone else's coattails into the kingdom of God!
The message in today’s church is one of convenience, rather then one of commitment! We find pastors and teachers who will preach the message that will allow us to live the lifestyle that we want.
They turn their ears away from the truth of God’s Word and listen rather to fables. Eventually, as we make enough translations of the Bible, we will get one that will say the things that we want to hear! We have now successfully completed the full transition to the church of “not exactly”.
“If you continue in my word, then are you my disciples indeed; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”. John 8:31-32 (KJV)

How do you receive the Spirit of Christ?
Once we begin in the Spirit, is perfection then brought about by the flesh? Are we today, in any better condition then the church that the Apostle Paul addressed?
My Bible tells me, that “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God”. It also tells me that I have to continue in the faith. I have to become grounded and settled. I can not be moved away from the truth. It does not matter what anyone else has to say, my final authority has to be the Word of God.

Have you become dull of hearing?
That you may know Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ,
Larry Gazelka

WORD CORNER
hearing = (the act, the sense or the thing heard): audience, ear, fame, report.

So then, faith comes by stopping what you are doing, eliminate all distractions, and give your undivided attention to Father’s instructions.

Rom.10:17, Col. 1:23, Eph.1:13, Gal.3:5

Do you know the Way, or are you trying to use “not exactly”?
Acts 4:10-12- there is no other name!

