The Plain Wrapper!!     v17n7
How often, is it that we go out shopping, or out looking for something that we are going to purchase, that many times our decision to buy is based on how those things are packaged or wrapped? It always seems to be the flashiest or fanciest packaging that catches our eyes. We have to be one step ahead of our friends or co-workers.
It seems, that in most of what we do, it always has to be the biggest, or the best, or at least close to it, before it will satisfy us. We have a tendency to want what everyone else has. We want what is popular. We do not want to have the label as not being in step with the rest of the world. We are human, and because of that, we want the approval of those that are around us.
The same is also true with us (for the most part) when it comes to God and His word. We want to be with the main-stream.  We do not want people to say that we are radical, fanatical, or out-spoken. This is why the Word is not always plain to us. It appears to be foolish.
We fail to go back to God's word, to see how plain of a package the Father used, to accomplish and afford salvation to us. We do not want to take the time to stop what we are doing, and hear the words of Father, on how and why He accomplished it. We will listen to everyone else, on their thoughts and ideas, but we will not take the time to hear what Father has to say, let alone seek His approval.
Isaiah 9:6, unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. Why is the Father so distinct in this verse? There are two thoughts being portrayed. Is He trying to make a play on words?? Could it be that there is a mystery here?? Could it be, that it is packaged so plainly, that we cannot see it?? The only way that we can hear what is being said, is by giving heed to the Father. It is really that easy. He uses foolish things to confound the wise.

Let's take a closer look at, "A child is born." "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." Isaiah 7:14, KJV.
A virgin shall conceive, but who is the Father? How could this happen?? "Before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit." Matthew 1:18 KJV. "For that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit." Matthew 1:20. KJV. "Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem." Matthew 2:1, KJV. "And He shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb." Luke 1:15, KJV. "The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. Luke 1:35, KJV.

This is why Isaiah tells us that a child is born. The child who was called Jesus. Why? Because that which is born of the flesh is flesh. (John 3:6) We fail to remember, that the sacrifice had to be without spot, wrinkle, or blemish. Therefore the seed could not originate from man, but was brought about by the Spirit of God. He, Jesus, had to be tempted in every manner as we are, and yet sin not! How could Jesus accomplish this, unless the Spirit of Christ was with Him from conception?
So, by looking at the scriptures, it is easy to see that Jesus of Nazareth had a beginning, but will have no end!!
Even to this day, many in Israel know, that Jesus of Nazareth was a great prophet of God. Hence, we have a stumbling block, the stone (rock) that the builders have rejected. This is what keeps them from coming to the truth. The fact that a child was born, Jesus. This they accept. That He is the Christ, the Son of the living God, this they reject! Is this the same stumbling block that keeps the church of today, from also walking in the fullness of what Father has for us???
If we go into any local bookstore, (Christian?), we will see and find many books written on the "power in the name of Jesus." Since everyone else is doing it, we jump on the bandwagon with them. This all comes about, since we have not taken the time to study to show ourselves approved unto Father. One that has no reason to be ashamed. "Do your utmost to let God see that you are at least a sound workman, with no need to be ashamed of the way that you handle the Truth." 2 Tim 2:15 Moffatt translation. "Earnestly seek to commend yourself to God as a servant who, because of his straightforward dealing with the Truth, has no reason to feel any shame."2 Tim. 2:15 Weymouth translation.

We alone, as individuals, will He hold responsible for what we believe and teach, not anyone else. If we want to take someone else’s word as the truth, so be it. Each and every one of us, will give account of every idle word that we speak. Your words will either cause you to be justified or condemned. The choice is yours alone!! 

 Idle--unemployed; lazy; not based on fact; theories; worthless information!!
So, as we can see (I hope you can), that we are to base all of our words on fact and not on worthless information. The question we have to ask ourselves is; where do we get all of our information that we base our spiritual life and death decisions on?? (Prov.18:21). If it is not in total agreement with God's word, then it has to be an idle word!!
As you can see, this is how we get ourselves in trouble. We hear what someone says, and if it sounds good to us, we will act upon it. Not taking the time to see if it is in line with what Father says. We will not take the time to study the Word, to see if what was said is in agreement with the Word. We are willing to bet eternity on what someone else, other than God, has said.
This is why it is so important for the church to see and understand who Jesus Christ really is!!! If we only want to honor Jesus, what are we telling the Father? Are we calling Him a liar? What are we basing our decisions on?? Do you seek the Father to see what He has to say on the subject?? I think not!!
This is why there is so much division in the church today. We have based most of our walk with God on what men have had to say about it, rather then what the Bible has to say about it. We put more faith in what men say, than what Father has told us in His word!!! We have become dull of hearing. We reason and rationalize, that because it has been taught this way for years,  it has to be right. Who are we to dispute it? Could this be why there are so many different denominations? Could this be why there is so much division?? Whose word are you basing your salvation on??
Look at Matthew 7:21-23. How is it possible for some to say that they are working for Him, and yet He does not know them?? What is wrong with this picture??
Look at Matthew 25:1-13. Five are wise, and five are stupid. The stupid ones, do not have enough of the Word in them to last through the night. They have to go out and try to purchase some at the darkest hour, and in doing so miss the bridegroom. His response is, that He does not know them!!!
Look at Matthew 13:11-23. The sower sows the Word of God. You and you alone have control over your garden. Have you taken the time to prepare the ground so that the seed will take?? Will it withstand the attacks of the devil? Will it be fruitful and multiply? Notice, that only one in four gardens allowed the Word of God to be manifest in their life.
Remember what John 3:1-8 says? It says that we have to be born-again, to see or enter the kingdom of God. We have to be born of the water and of the Spirit, to see or enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh (water) is flesh, that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth. John 1:14, KJV.
But, when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. Galatians 4:4-5, KJV.
The greatest of gifts, come in plain wrappers. We have to be able to see past what everyone else sees. We can not look through the eyes of the flesh; we have to be able to look through the eyes of the Spirit. Only then, can we see the total plan of salvation that the Father has made available to us.
II Cor. 3:14, Paul shows us that the veil of the flesh is done away in Christ.  Now if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. Romans 8:9, KJV.
This is how we overcome, allowing the Holy Spirit to manifest himself in our life. This will come about, as we allow the Word of God to be a part of our everyday life, allowing the Word to renew our minds daily. Not allowing thoughts or imaginations to exalt themselves against the knowledge of God, that dwells in our hearts by faith.
As I look at the life of Paul, I see a fanatic for the Word of God. Paul wanted the Word to totally possess Him. He had to show the Gentiles, how God had given them an opportunity to obtain salvation; an inheritance in the kingdom of God.
fanatic--inspire or caused by an excess of zeal
I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh to the Father but by me. John 14:6 KJV.
Father, the hour cometh; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee. As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee, The only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. John 17:1-3, KJV.
It is amazing how we will listen to all of the theories that man has. We will listen to all of man's ideas and opinions. Yet, we will not listen to the very words of our Lord and Savior, telling us whom the Father has sent.
Jesus Christ did not bring this to light for his own benefit. He knows who He is. Do you???
Could this be why God uses the foolish things of this world to confound the wise?
The natural man (flesh) receives not the things of the Spirit of God. They are foolishness to him. Maybe, it is time for us to open the "plain wrapper," to find out what mystery is hidden.
By which when you read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ. Eph. 3:4, KJV.
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