Free Agency!     v17n39
I do not know about the rest of the people in this country of ours, but I for one am tired of listening to all of these overpaid athletes and actors. They are constantly crying and complaining that they will not play or act unless they get more money. (Some of the crybabies even claim to be Christians!)
In a world so filled with chaos, starvation, wars, storms, and all other such devastation, I begin to wonder where our priorities really are?
We have professional sports teams holding cities hostage! They tell them, "You either build us a $250 million dollar stadium, or we are going else where." And what do we do? We bow to their wishes. 

But, what about the homeless, can we get several million a year for a shelter and food line? I think not! What about abortions, can we get money to set up adoption placement? I think not!
As Paul would say, I speak to your shame. We have allowed our country to get to this point. We do not pray without ceasing. We do not feed the hungry, clothe the poor, or visit those who cannot get out. "When you do it to the least of the brethren." We forget what Christianity is all about. We forget whom Jesus Christ ministered to! 

Just this weekend in Israel, with the murder that took place, should make us aware of where we really are in regards to the church age.
"At my first defense, no man stood with me, but all men forsook me; I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding, the Lord stood with me and strengthened me." II Tim 4:16-17 KJV
When speaking of Elijah or another of the great O.T. prophets, we can hear them complain to God, about the lack of people that will listen to the message that God has given them. Yet, God reminded them that there was a remnant. There still is a remnant, which have not turned their backs on God.
Remnant - a small cutting of cloth; a small number of people
Even when the O.T. was drawing to a close, there was still a remnant. If you recall Luke Chapter 2, Anna and Simeon were still holding God to the promise of Messiah. Simeon was told he would not see death until he had seen the Lord's Christ.
Paul, became a remnant of Israel. He went from one who rejected Christ, and murdered all of those who professed Him; to one who believed in God and was blessed with great revelations in, and of the Son of God, Christ. (The mystery of the gospel.) In changing his position on and in the gospel of Jesus Christ, he went from being popular, to being an outcast (One who had to flee for his life several times.) Not only from his own people, Israel, but also from the religious circle, and at times, even the "church". The more he spoke out against the false teachers and false prophets, the more he was despised and rejected. Why should that surprise us?
Paul was a holdout. Not for Money! Not for popularity! Not for earthly power! When all of the people turned against him, Paul held out for the Word of God. No one could take away from him, what God had revealed to his spirit man. It had become a part of his spirit being. It was real and alive to Paul. Paul had to follow the example that was set before him. He had to follow the example that was set by Jesus Christ. What was and is the example that was set for us?
"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls." Matt 11:29 KJV
"For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you." John 13:15 KJV
"For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me." Rom 15:3 KJV
Reproach - to find fault with; to criticize severely; disgrace or discredit
Jesus Christ took all the faults, and criticisms, and disgrace that could ever be brought against you, and took it to His cross and the grave. In doing so, He took my place. He gave us the example. The example of being the servant to all men. Even when death was close, He washed the feet of the disciples. He gave them an example of love, not greed, power, not authority in the physical realm. But, learning to put our life on the line for the brethren. This can only happen as we learn of Him. By taking time to study and hear His Words, for they are spirit and they are life.
Do we really want to hear it?
Faith (my ability to believe and trust God) can only be developed by hearing God's Word for me. By putting aside foolish things, and making sure that I have time each and every day for, and with my Father. To sit on His lap at the throne of grace and cover the highs and lows of the day. And then, listening to Father's counsel, on how to do better.
Do we really want to follow the example set for us?
"Come, follow me!" This is what Jesus Christ says to each one that openly confesses Him. From that point on, we have choices and decisions to make, each and every day of our pilgrimage through this world. His Word illuminates my path. It allows me to be precise with each step.
This is why I have to take the time to study each and every day. My feet are to be shod with the preparation of the gospel. Just as a disciple (one capable of reproduction) has to continue, (abide; remain, endure) in the Word, to qualify as a follower, a true believer!
What happens if no one will stand with you? Or, your family forsakes you? We do not always want to hear what the Bible has to tell us. Remember that Paul tells that he was in constant battle to keep his body in subjection to the Spirit. The flesh always wants to be the one in charge! More choices, more decisions! 

"While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood outside, desiring to speak to him. Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand outside, desiring to speak to thee. But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? And who are my brethren?" Matt 12:46-48 KJV
If it is not for God and Jesus Christ, it is against them. I have to make a choice which family is more important. The decision I make will have an effect on my walk with God. Lukewarm does not make it into the kingdom of God.
"Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?" II Cor 6:14 KJV
"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." II Cor. 6:17-18 KJV
We have to surround ourselves with those who are like-minded. Those who seek the same things that we seek. Jesus Christ was about His Father's business. His Father sent him to seek that which was lost. He wanted to minister to those who would do the will of His Father. 

"Grace be to you, and peace, from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of God and our Father." Gal 1:3-4 KJV
This is the will of God! To accept deliverance from our sins!  It has been accomplished; now the choice is yours. Who will you serve?
You have to work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. Keeping myself (Larry) in line with the Word of God, is a full time job. It only happens by staying in constant communications (prayer) with my heavenly Father.
What is the root of all evil? Do you know? Do you want to admit what it really is?
"For the love of money is the root of all evil, which, while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.But thou, O man of God, flee these things, and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness." I Tim 6:10-11 KJV 

We do not flee these things, we rather run to them. Even in family matters, the first thing we usually hear asked is "What did they leave me?" We need to flee these things! Separate ourselves from them. Rid ourselves of anything and all that is unclean.
Rid - to set free; deliver
"And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of my Father, who is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother." Matt 12:49-50 KJV 

I become a free agent when I recognize who my family is. When God and Jesus Christ become my first priority. Learning the Word of God, which will allow me to illuminate the strait and narrow path. The path where my next steps will be placed, by my preparation in His Word. 

Jesus Christ never tells us it will be easy serving Him. He does not tell us that we will be the most popular people in the neighborhood. Knowing Him will not get us a big movie contract. But, His benefits are out of this world. 

The choice is yours! The decision is yours! No one else can make it for you. For some reason, we always think that those who walked before us had an easier time, or an easier choice to make. We fail to recognize the craftiness of the adversary, if we do not know the Word of God.
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free!" John 8:32 KJV 

"Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth." John 17:17 KJV
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." Romans 10:17 KJV
The Word of God will set us free. It will show us the path that we should follow. All you have to do is learn to hear and obey. It is your choice! It is your decision!
"Now, therefore, fear the Lord, and serve Him in sincerity and in truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the river, and in Egypt, and serve ye the Lord. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the river, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." Joshua 24:14-15 KJV
One more choice, one more decision. 

In this thing called life, there are only two teams that you can play for. One is Satan's "Forever Forgottens". The other is God's "Eternal Saints."
In the "free agent" market, God has given a bid for your services that is out of this world. But, to make His team, takes a total commitment, to truth, love, understanding, and all that is good.
Satan too, has made a bid for your services. And, he has had some pretty shifty people put together a contract. There is a lot of fine print, hidden clauses, and exclusions. Most of which, you will not learn of until it is too late.
One more choice, one more decision. 

Hope to see you there! 

That you may know Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka 

WORD CORNER 
Deceive = that which gives a false impression, to bait or to snare. 

Prov. 6:2, Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth!
Prov. 18:21, Death and life are in the power of your tongue.
Matt. 7:21-23, not everyone that uses His name will make it! 

