Am I Qualified?  Part III Growing Up!     V17n28

"Then the word of the Lord came unto me saying, before I formed thee in the womb, I knew thee; and before thou comest forth out of the womb, I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations, Then I said, Ah, Lord God! Behold, I cannot speak; for I am a child. But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child; for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces; for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord." Jeremiah 1:4-8 KJV
What great words spoken to Jeremiah. How often do we look at the words written in the Bible, and secretly wish that Father had spoken them to us? We would like the words spoken to Jeremiah, spoken to us.
"In most solemn truth I tell you that he who trusts in me - the things which I do, he shall do also; and greater things than these shall he do, because I am going to the Father. And whatever any of you ask in my name, I will do, in order that the Father may be glorified in the Son." John 14:12-13 Weymouth
We all read and marvel at the exploits of the Old Testament prophets, and wish we could be like them. Yet, they could only have the Holy Spirit come-upon them. He could not dwell in them, as it is now possible, for those who are truly born again (John 3:3-8). 

We fail to hear what Jesus Christ is telling us in John14:12-13. He is telling the "church"; the signs, wonders and miracles, will follow His Word. The Word is confirmed by the signs and wonders that follow (Mark 16:15-20). What Jesus Christ is telling us, is that we are capable of doing things greater than He could, in His entire ministry here on the earth. We have the God-given ability to lead people into the kingdom of God. We are able to be first hand witnesses to the new birth (II Cor 5:17). 

Growing up, most boys want to grow up to be just like their sports hero. In my day, that would be like Mickey Mantle, or Willie Mays, or Hank Aaron. It did not matter what they were like as a person; it was their celebrity status that impressed us. We too, wanted to be famous. This is what we set our goals for.
Many parents push their children to achieve what they could not. They want their children to fulfill their childhood dreams, of what they never accomplished.
Myself, I knew from early on, that I had a desire in my heart to serve God. The problem arose, from the way that I was brought up. I was born into a denomination, (water baptized); I was not given a choice. Neither, did I know or realize that it took a personal commitment to God through Jesus Christ, to have a relationship with Him. So many bad choices and decisions moved me farther away from God.
These things happen, when we listen to what people say, instead of going to the source. If I would have only taken the time to read the Bible, and seek God, I could have saved myself many years if heartache and many disappointments.
To this day I still make mistakes that cause me to break fellowship with the Father. But, now I have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, who took my place on the cross, and in the grave, that I might share eternity with them. All I have to do is ask for forgiveness when I stumble or fall, and then accept Father's forgiveness and forgetfulness (I John1:9). 

Even in today's religious circles, we base success on how big the building is. How many people attend? How much money is in the ministry bank account, or, is there a popular speaker?
What is being successful in God's Word and kingdom, to you? What have we determined to be a factor in developing a working relationship with Father? How do I know when I reach this point?
In the world, growing up is considered when we learn to accept more responsibility for our everyday life. And, we work and strive for the point where we are out on our own, learning to take responsibility for everyday life, and it's challenges. We accomplish this, by going to school for a number of years, as well as learning from those around us. We are measured and judged by their rules and guidelines. They determine whether or not we are a success or failure.
What about as a Christian, who determines how, when and why, that you grow up? How do they determine whether or not that you are a success or failure? What schools do you go to? Whose example do you follow? Whose rules and guidelines will be used?
First off, we know that a person has to be born-again (John 3:3-8). Without that, there is no life, now or later. Once you are born-again, that is when the battle truly begins. God wants you to remain one of His children. Satan wants you back with his group.
Once we receive Jesus Christ in our hearts, we are given the measure of faith! (Rom 12:3) But, the only way that "the faith" can continue to develop is by hearing God's Word. By taking time each and every day with God, in His Word (the Bible), and becoming familiar with the instructions that He has for us. If we will continue in His Word, then it will show those around us that we have chosen to be a follower of Jesus Christ. That our hearts desire is to please Father, by being obedient to His Word, the Bible.
When we study His Word, it is not a contest to see who can recite more scripture verses, but rather of allowing these verses to become a part of my life. By allowing these verses to become a real way of life to me, people will see the change in me. By seeing the change in me, they will want to ask what has happened. Why the changes? By knowing the Word that is real in my life, I will be able to give them the answer. Not one based on someone else's testimony, but one that has happened in my life, one that I can speak of first hand.
As we learn to spend time with our Father, by studying the Bible, and by communication (prayer) with Him, we will find that this is what will give us the strength, to overcome the temptations and obstacles that the devil will put in front of us, each and every day of our life. The strength of our relationship with Father, is what will enable us to stand firm in and for the Word.
Memorization of the Word does not make you a stronger Christian. Learning to say the right thing at the right time might impress some people, but it will not move God. Christianity has to become a way of life, not just something I practice a few hours each week.
As God's Word becomes more real to me, I want to change. I know I have to put aside the things that cause me to go astray. I have to continue with the task at hand. Remaining faithful, until the Lord returns for His Church, or my seventy years are up, whichever comes first.
Have you ever read the account of Noah real attentively? God told Noah to build an ark. God gave Noah specific instructions in how to build it. They had to be followed exactly, no variations. For over one hundred years, Noah worked on this ark, that there would be a way of escape.
Have you ever wondered where all of the funds came from to build that ark? Where was all of the help from? The rest of the world, was there help from his friends? Was there help from his family? Why would not anyone listen or believe? 

Take a look around you. How many do you see or know that truly love God? That will do whatever God asks to make a way of escape for those who believe? The Lord himself said that the last days shall be as the days of Noah. Mr. Feelgood would dictate life's priorities (Take a close look around.) Nothing could be more evident, than what is going on in the world today.
I am sure there were many temples and shrines on the earth in Noah's time. There were probably many forms of recreation, or things to occupy the spare time.
In our country, and today's society, we are always looking for new ways to entertain ourselves. We are looking for things that will satisfy the flesh, and make us feel good.
What does it take, to come to the realization, that there has to be more, than what appears before the eyes of man?
To the world, do you think Noah appeared as a fanatic? Do you think, that they thought he was a doomsday cult? Do you think, that they thought that Noah had been out in the sun too long?
Aren't these, the same impressions that they have of those who serve Jesus Christ whole-heatedly? Isn't this the same impression they have of anyone who is not with one of the main-line denominations? They do not want us to get too carried away. Do not go overboard. We have to keep things in perspective, according to what they believe, not to what is known.
As I began to mature as a Christian, whom do I use as my example? How do I determine my path? On what, do I base my decisions? Who do I answer to? We have the example Jesus Christ set throughout the four gospels. As we look closely at what is written, we see a man filled with love and compassion for his fellow man. Yet with a zeal for His Father, that would not allow him to vary one jot or tittle from the written Word of God. ("He sent His Word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destruction." Psalm 107:20)  The Father had sent His Son for a specific purpose. The Father had a plan and a purpose, but could not let it be fully known, until the proper time. Else, would they have crucified the Lord of glory?
Jesus Christ did not know the exact time for the fulfillment of why He was sent. He spiritually sensed when the time was growing close. So, He had to stay in constant communication with the Father, so He would be ready when Father said that it was time.
This is where the church (body of Christ) is at this present time. We know that Jesus Christ will return for His Church. But, no man knows the day nor the hour. Therefore, we have to remain in constant communications (prayer) with the Father, so we will not be as the five stupid virgins, and sleep through Father's announcement, when He tells the trumpet to blow.
This is why we study God's Word. To remain faithful, and be ready for when He tells His family to come home. Come home to spend eternity with Him.
Unless we know God's Word, how will we know His voice? (His sheep know His voice.) If we do not know His voice, how will we recognize His trump? We have to stay in constant communications with the Father.
Are you tuned to the right channel?????
That you may hear Him, 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka
Next Issue: Stay Tuned!
In the near future, we will make announcements on Bible Studies in Great Falls and Helena. Pray for us that we would hear Father clearly!
WORD CORNER 

Care 1. Mental suffering; grief. 2. Heavy worry or anxiety; also a cause of anxiety. 3. Watchful attention or heed.
Why, do we tell people, as they are leaving our presence, to "take care"? Would it not be better, to ask the Lord's blessing on them.

"Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you." I Peter 5:7 KJV
"Be careful for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God." Phil. 4:6 KJV 

