Am I Qualified? Part I Knowing Him!     v17n26
What is necessary to be a Christian? What denomination do I have to belong to?

What rites or rituals are required? Is there a waiting period? Is there an age limit? Are there height or weight restrictions? Does it matter what color my skin is? What about my ethnic background?
These are all legitimate questions. They are questions that require answers, but the answers have to be according to the Holy Scriptures. Not what man wants to say.
Who makes the rules and guidelines for salvation? The denominations down the street, The National Council of Churches? Perhaps, if we would open our Bibles, we would see that God gives us the requirements for seeing and entering His kingdom. We have failed to take the time, to be still for a while, and hear what Father has to say. We seem to listen to everyone but Father.
"For God so loved the world, that He gave (Isa. 9:6) His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16 KJV
Whosoever - no matter who; whosoever comes will be welcome 

True, we can not just believe, and expect to go merrily on our way, continuing to do the things, which are contrary to God's Word. Once we give our life to God, then we have to continue in His Word (John 8:31-32). Following and adhering to God's Word will cause change in my life. We will want to change. We will want to please Father. We will want to better ourselves, according to the Word.
"Let no one slight you because you are a youth, but set the believers an example of speech, behavior, love, faith, and purity. Attend to your Scripture-reading, your preaching, and your teaching, till I come." I Tim. 4:12-13 Moffatt Translation
What are the qualifications that are necessary for us to remain a believing Christian? Who or what sets up the guidelines for the Body of Christ? Are all of us going to be judged according to what Paul the Apostle accomplished? Or, will God judge each of us for the individual that we are? Each and every one of us is unique. Each one of us shows a different facet of God.
Accordingly, we will be held accountable for what Father expects from us. Not, what a council of churches decides should be the norm.
The "church", has a tendency to get in their crystal cathedrals, and look down their noses at everyone else, that they deem not to be equal with them. Because a church or group does not have great numbers or funds, we will ostracize them, and let everyone else beware of them, instead of be aware of them.
Do you know for a fact, that everything that you share with from the Word of God, is straight from the throne of  God? If not, are you not in danger if leading one of His little ones astray? What happens to those who lead His little ones astray?
We like to talk big. We like people to look on us. Usually though, it is for all the wrong reasons. We do not take a stand for the things that we should. We do not enforce the things we know to be true. We would rather speak the things that would draw people to us, not push them away.
We have a tendency to side with the people and things that make us feel good. And, in most instances, cause us to "compromise" the Word of God.
There are many teachings and traditions in the "church" today that are contrary to the Bible. They do not line up with what scriptures say. Who do you side with? Will you let your voice be heard, to make the people aware of the errors?  If we see the sword coming, and blow not the trumpet, who will God hold accountable?
How many wise men were at the manger? How many of each kind of animal were taken 

aboard Noah's ark? What is the name of the Son of God?
Questions we do not want to discuss. Facts that we don't want to face. It is easier to skirt around them, rather than to cause turmoil. Possibly, even cause division.
"Thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets that make my people err, that bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into their mouths, they even prepare war against him. Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them. Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners confounded; yea, they shall cover their lips; for there is no answer from God." Micah 3:5-7 KJV
When the Lord returns, will He still find faith in the earth?
The "church" for the most part, has become hard-hearted and stiff-necked. It does not want to hear what God has to say. It wants to hear what makes it feel good.  It wants its ears tickled. They have set standards and guidelines that allow them to get preachers who will tickle their ears. They will say and speak what they are paid to say, or they will get rid of them, and find one who will listen to their money.
"Think not that I am come to send peace on earth; I came not to send peace, but a sword, For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, and a man's foes shall be they of his own household, He that loveth father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross and followeth after me, is not worthy of me." Matt. 10:34-38 KJV
To take our cross and follow after Him. Do you recall what happened when it came time to physically pick up His cross? They deserted Him. They joined in the jeering, lest someone might think that they were followers of Him.
How much is your salvation worth to you? What is worth giving up for it? At what point do we decide we will do whatever Father asks of us? Can we even get to that point, if we do not have preachers who will preach what comes from the throne of God?
If you do not take the time to study God's written Word, how will you ever be able to distinguish between good and evil? We are to study to show ourselves approved unto God! A workman! It takes an effort to become proficient at the Word of God. We still fall. God still forgives and forgets. (I John 1:9) 

To be a believer, we need to believe what Father has to say. We have to take His Word as the final authority on all matters concerning salvation. We have taken sides against God, because we believe people more than we do the Word. This is what Micah is trying to tell God's people. Can't you see how these people have lied to you? How they have lead you astray, and you have followed. All because we will not take the time to hear and study God's Word.
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." Romans 10:17 Once you are given the measure of faith, (Rom. 12-3, Eph. 4:7) and grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ, what are you lacking? What more do you need?
Your spirit man has been recreated by His Word (II Cor. 5:17), it has been made new.
But, now I have to get my mind, to go along with what is in my heart. The mind, for all these years prior to Christ, has been programmed in ways that are contrary to God. They want to please the flesh. (Rom. 12:2)
The moment you are born-again you are qualified for the kingdom of God.
Qualify - to make less general or more definite in meaning by means of a word or words; to restrict the application of; modify; limit
Qualified - fitted; competent; fit; having complied with requirements for an office or employment
This is what we have to ask ourselves. Have I complied with the last will and testament of Jesus Christ? Have I done what He requires? Not by what man says!
Who is my mediator? Who will have the final say on whether I remain in His presence?
I need to be a witness unto Father, no matter where I may be. I will study for His approval, that He may say, Well done, enter into eternal life my child.
That you may know Him, 
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