Will You Miss The Boat?     V17n14
"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint." Isaiah 40:31, KJV
We constantly hear of the patience of Job; even though his time of troubles, was probably a little less then a year; but we never hear of the patience of Noah. He worked at the task that God had set before him, for over one hundred years. In spite of the ridicule, harassment, and what all of the others said and did to him, Noah remained faithful to God's plan of salvation.  We do not know if Noah had any other children prior to Shem, Ham, and Japeth. We do know that Noah did have bothers and sisters. Where were they in all of the years that were required to build the ark of salvation? How much help did Noah have?
The Lord Jesus Christ warns us, (Matthew 24:37-39), that the last days prior to the coming of the Son of Man should be as the days of Noah. They will not be aware of what is going on, until those who know Him, are taken away.  We get disgusted and disgruntled when we do not see results in days, weeks, or months; let alone years upon years. We fail to keep fresh in our minds, the task that God has asked us to partake in. For the few that do partake, some become tired and give up. They become weary in well doing.
How many people were on the earth at the time that Noah began to build the ark? Why would not anyone listen to the message that Noah had to preach? Could they have thought there was an easier way? Did they maybe think that God would not be that strict? Has God changed? Heb 13:8?
Is the world today any different now, then it was in Noah's day?  We are all too busy with our own things, and our own works. We play church, one or two days a week, and we call it good.
How important is salvation to you? Noah worked for one hundred plus years. Do you think he (Noah), only worked one or two days a week? It had to be gopher wood! It had to be covered with pitch! No fancy sails. No fancy yacht. It was the basic necessities to see him through the storm. It allowed him to rise above, to soar as an eagle above the destruction.
Jesus Christ has given us the same message that the Father gave to Noah, which was to preach a message that there is a dark hour of destruction coming upon the earth. There is also an ark of safety for us to take refuge in!
"The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in time of trouble. And they who know thy name will put their trust in thee; for thou Lord, hast not forsaken those who seek thee." Psalms 9:9-10 KJV [John 10:1-16]
Just as there was one door to the ark, there is only one door into the kingdom of God. There is only one name that will open the door. Do you know what it is? Can you risk being wrong? Whose word are we basing our salvation on, man's or God's?
"My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defense; I shall not be moved. In God is my salvation and my glory, the rock of my strength; my refuge is in God. Trust in him at all times, ye people; pour out your heart before him. God is a refuge to us." Psalms 62:5-8 KJV
Is there any place to hide or run to? Do you know where your refuge is? What or who is the rock that His church is built upon? Are you sure? Enough to bet your eternal life on it?
Paul tells us that he was not taught it, or received it by any man! He received it by revelation! Has it yet been revealed to you?? Or, are you still going by what man has taught you??
Noah received his blueprints and plans for salvation from God himself. Man did not explain it to him. If anything, his fellow men probably told him how foolish he was and they more than likely inquired what rain was. The earthly wisdom could not comprehend what Noah was instructed to do. It was foolishness to them. 

God was exact in the measurements and the specifics for the construction of the ark. Every detail was included in His plans. Yet, Noah complied with them all. His endurance and patience lasted over one hundred years, and was faithful to all of the instructions of the Lord. He did exactly as he was instructed, no more, and no less.
Are we, the church, following all of the specific instructions for salvation, that Father has given to us?? I think not! How else can you explain all of the division and strife within the body?? Do we all work of one accord for the unity of the Body of Christ?? I think not!
There was only one ark that led to safety! There were no substitutes! It is obvious, because it was only Noah and his wife, and his sons, and their wives that survived! There was no other way, than Noah's ark, to survive and rise above the destruction.
There is only one way for us to rise above the destruction that is about to come upon the earth, do you know which way it is?? There is only one way to rise above it all and reach the Father, who is it??? Who is the Rock that will enable us to stand above the water?
"If you continue in my word, then you are my disciples indeed." We have to continue in HIS Word!! There are no substitutes! There are many imitations, (false Christ's and false prophets), but only the Word of God will get us through to the end.
Do we take the time required to get to know God and His Word? We appear to have time for all kinds of other books, but never enough time for the Bible. But, do we have the time to really dig in and study to show ourselves approved unto Father?? If you do not, one day soon, you will be ashamed.  Why? You will miss the last call, and there will not be a second one! Just as God gave those of Noah's time, many opportunities, there were no takers besides the eight. Even after they boarded the ark, God still waited seven more days, but still there were no more takers.
How many chances has God given us?? Have you decided to come aboard? Do you remember Matthew 20:1-16? It does not make any difference when you come aboard, as long as you endure to the end! Those who wait upon the Lord shall inherit the earth!
We have to be as the five sensible virgins! We have to keep our lamps filled with the pure olive oil. We have to take the time to study the Bible so we can hear and know the pure Word of God! It can not be watered down, nor can it be an ear tickler! We can not add to or take away from God's instructions; or we are apt to have an ark that will not hold water!! No man comes to the Father but by Him. Who is He???  Do you know, or are you only guessing? Or, even worse, are you going by what someone else has told you?
How long did Abraham have to wait, and wait patiently for the promise of God? We, especially in this country, do not know what it is to be patient. We do not know or understand what long-suffering is. We want everything, right now. Waiting, for us, is to have the drive-up window at the restaurant, be five minutes late.
If we can not have it right away, we will begin immediately to look for all of the short cuts. Anything to expedite matters. Whatever it takes, to make it shorter and easier. Yet, the Bible tells us, we are to run with patience the race that is set before us. Patience, is the result of faithful training in the Word of God. We have to be studying for Father's approval. In whom ye trusted after you heard the Word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
We can only be nourished and grow by the living waters. We can only help others grow by the purity of the Word of God. (Not by anything that we can say or do.) Only as we lead them to the Word of God, will they have the choice to hear and obey!
Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  As Noah heard God's voice, he acted upon it. He did as Father asked. The results were the reality of Noah's faith in God's instructions, the ark of salvation! Those who listened to the instructions that Noah preached were like-wise saved. Those who would not believe the word that Noah brought forth perished in their unbelief!
The only way that we can be justified in our sayings is if they are in total agreement with God's Word. We have to be in total agreement with God's Word in our life, and then it has to be the way of life for us! It has to be a way of life for us each and every day. We have to learn to be as diligent as Noah was. Working each and every day to the utmost of our ability, to the glory of God.
I do not think that Noah had previous experience as a shipbuilder. But, by being obedient to the voice of the Father, he was able to carry out the task that the Father had set before him. Because of Noah's obedience, I am able to be here today, to share the message that Jesus Christ is soon to return for His church. Will you be ready? Do you have a pure knowledge of the Word to be able to find the strait and narrow plank that leads to the ark of salvation? Is the Word burning brightly enough in you, to illuminate the path for others?
The seed on the good ground brings forth fruit with patience. We need to have endurance, just as Noah did. The fruit of Noah's patience was the fact that seven others joined him in the ark of salvation. Can you endure to the end? Can you be patient with the task that God has set before you?
Most of the church world is waiting for this big revival to yet happen. I do not think that it is going to happen. Jesus Christ told us that the last days should be as the days of Noah. I do not read in my Bible, that there was an abundance of people that flocked to aid Noah and the other seven continue in the message of righteousness. The rest thought that it was ridiculous, and perished in their folly. 

Do you think that serving Jesus Christ is foolishness?  Is the message of faith blown out of proportion? One day soon enough, we will all find out. Which side of the Red Sea will you be on? We know that there is no middle of the road. You are either hot or cold, in the ark or out of the ark. Do you know if your feet are planted firmly on the Rock? If you are not sure, there is still time!
Let everyone that names the name of Christ depart from iniquity. God knows those who are His! Will He call you by name???
That you may know Him 

In the service of Jesus Christ, 

Larry Gazelka 

