So Soon Forgotten           v17n10

Gal 3:1-3  O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?  (KJV)
Here are the Galatians just a few years old in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and they are already being misled to another gospel.  A gospel that was not what Paul had preached.  How could this be?
Even in our own walk with the Lord, don't we tell ourselves, that we will never deny Him?  We think that nothing will ever lead us away from the truth.  Yet, here are the Galatians, who have been taught by the Apostle Paul, and yet when he was not present, others came in and started teachings that were damaging to their walk with the Lord.
This is why we have to study to receive approval from the Father.  When we study 

for His approval, we will not be ashamed, but will have the ability to rightly divide the Word of truth.  We will be able to see that all scripture, when led by God's inspiration, will be for our advantage.
We also fail to take into account, that the letter to the Galatians was written somewhere between 47 AD to 53 AD.  We are looking at only 14 to 20 years approximately after Jesus Christ was crucified.  Here we are nineteen hundred years later, and we do not think that this can happen to us.  Yet, how often do we take the time to go back to the Bible, to check out everything that we hear?

2 Tim 3:5-7 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)
All too often, we read the scriptures, but we do not want to hear what God is attempting to tell us.  We neglect to ask Him to open His Word to us by His Holy Spirit.  At times, we even ask the Father to send us someone to open His Word to us.  Then, when God does, we do not like what He has to say to us; or we do not like the person that He sent.
We, for the most part, forget whom the Epistles were written to.  Some still think it was only written to the early church; because they had more problems than we do.  The Epistles are written to the believers!  They will help us, but only if we take the time to study them, and hear what the Father is trying to say to us.  They can keep us from falling into traps, as the Galatians did.
This is what Paul was warning Timothy of.  Beware of those who appear godly, but deny the power of Christ!  We know that Christ is the Word of God!  Christ is the power of God!  Without Christ we can do nothing!
Those who deny the power of God, from those we are to turn away.  Why?
1 Cor 1:23-24 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.  (KJV)
Remember what Paul was telling Timothy?  They had the form of godliness, but denied the power of it.  They had an appearance of godliness.  Everything on the outside looked good. Now we can see why we walk by faith, and not by sight.
The Jews of that day knew Jesus of Nazareth.  They thought he was a great man;

maybe even a prophet of God.  The problem arose when you said He is the Christ. 

To this day the Jews are still awaiting Christ.
The Greeks and Gentiles sought earthly wisdom; so why would they want to serve a 

God who was crucified?  Would you go to work for a company that could not afford 

to pay you?
This is the veil that blinds people's minds right to this present day.  The only way that it can be removed is through Christ!
Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. (KJV)
Christ, the power of God unto salvation!
When Jesus Christ worked the miracles among his people, they flocked to the hillsides.  They wanted the physical manifestation of God's power.  They wanted a saviour who would free them from the physical oppression that they were under. 

Have we so soon forgotten?  We are no different than the people back then.  We want signs, wonders and miracles, and then we will believe.  Isn't this walking by sight, rather than faith? If we think someone is working miracles, signs and wonders; then don't we go to see?  Have we forgotten that Satan and his workers can appear as an angel of light?  (2 Cor.11:13-14).  If he is the author of sickness, disease, death and all other such things, couldn't he remove the symptoms for a time, to give a person the wrong impression?  I think the church underestimates the cleverness of our enemy at times.
This is why we have to know God’s Word.  God confirms His Word with signs following.  (Mark 16:20)  It is also God's timetable, as to when the signs will follow His Word!  I do not tell God, "I will believe if you will remove this wart from me."  My salvation is the most important thing in my life.  Anything else Father adds to my life is a blessing.  Whether it be healing, a car, a house, a new Bible; they are all blessings I receive while following His Word!  Whether or not any of these things will come to pass, will not hinder my walk with God through Jesus Christ.  I walk by my ability to believe God's Word, not 

by the appearance of the things around me.
We have to seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness (1 Cor. 1:30, Phil 3:9) and then everything else will be an added blessing.  What could be greater than spending eternity with the Father and Jesus Christ?
Read Phil. 3:7-14.  Note verse 10, that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffering.  We all want salvation, and all that it offers us, but we always seem to quit quoting the Word before it gets to the parts about suffering, or persecution.
God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power (Christ, the power of God), love, (the understanding of the power He has given us), and a sound mind. When the understanding of Christ is working in our life, there will be no room for fear.  Our mind will cast out the thoughts and imaginations that are contrary to His Word!  God upholds all things by the Word of His power.  If we hold God to His Word, we maintain our walk with God through faith, faith in the power of His Word.
They have the form of godliness, but deny the power of it, from such turn away!  It is this sort of people that find the way into the house, to attempt to lead the occupants astray.  The "way" into the house, is the area of the Word that a person is not rooted and grounded in.  How easy is it for us to be led astray if we do not know and understand the fullness of Jesus Christ?
It also shows me, that a house without Jesus Christ as Lord is ready to be plundered!  All because, they will not know or understand the power of God!  Soon, what they have learned, will be perverted and forgotten!
Read Matthew 25:1-13.  There were ten virgins.  Five were wise and five were foolish.
The five wise, through studying the scriptures, knew the truth their faith was established in.  The Word is truth!  We know that the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  Faith comes by hearing, and by giving heed to what Jesus Christ has to say to us.  Constantly studying to keep my Father's approval of the way I use and apply His Word to my life and always being a witness unto God, where ever I happen to be.  So, when the Lord returned, they were prepared.  They had enough light to see the door that was opened, and they entered in!  They entered in with Jesus Christ, never to leave.
On the other hand, the five foolish virgins had a different set of priorities; whether it is to try to be a people pleaser; or to join in the crowd.  Whatever it might have been that kept them from taking the time to fellowship with His Word.  Not taking the time to study will cause the lamp to grow dim.  They had to go out and try to buy some oil for their lamps in the darkest hour.  How can you buy salvation?  When the Lord came, they were not ready to enter.  They returned later, but were not able to enter.  The bridegroom did not know them!  (If any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.)  They were not let in!
It all goes back to the fact, that they have the form of godliness, but deny the power necessary for it; Christ!  If you do not know or understand the mystery of the Gospel, how can you expect to know what the power of God is?  How can you ever come to the knowledge of the truth?  His Word is truth!  For this, you have to have the Spirit of Christ!  You have to have more than a zeal toward God!  Your zeal has to be according to a working knowledge of His Word!  The only way to acquire this working knowledge of His Word, is by doing away with the veil of flesh, which is done away in Christ.  We have to study for the Father's approval.  It is only when we seek from Him, that we can find all that is hidden in Christ.
Do not forget what the Father has given us!
My prayer for you is that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.  That the eyes of your understanding being enlightened you may know what is the hope of His calling and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in His saints.  What is the exceeding greatness of His power to you, who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own right hand and that you might live forever with them.
All this, the Father will do for you.  All this is yours through the power of the Father, which He has made available to us through Christ. Meditate upon these things and you will not lose the way into His kingdom!!!!!!!! 

That you may know Him 

In the service of Jesus Christ, 

Larry Gazelka 

