Who’s Who, How?       v16n4

Isa 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (KJV)
For so long, we as a body of believers, have taken so many things for granted.  We will skim or brush over verses, halfway listen to sermons.   We will do many things halfway, and end up with many half-truths.  I wonder if believing half-truths will gain us entrance into the kingdom of God??
We hear what Isaiah is telling us, but we fail to hear what God is trying to open up to us!
Eph 2:15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 

contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; (KJV)
As far as the ministry of Jesus Christ, we hear all kinds of explanations of who and why He was and is.  We hear many different explanations, but no one takes the time to explain both parts of Isaiah 9:6.  It is either the child that is born, or the son that is given, but never both. So, let us start back at the very basics, with how we are to go to the Father. 

John 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. (KJV)

John 16:23-24 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. (KJV)
Here again, we get into debates and strife, rather than going back to see what the Word of God has to say about it.  We would rather depend on what others have said or taught, than to take the time to hear what the Father has to say about His Son.
Why would Isaiah take the time to tell us, a child is born, and a son is given, unless the Holy Spirit had something for us to see there?  Why would Jesus Christ tell us, that if we would ask in His name it would be done?!  Were these empty promises?
Who was born in Bethlehem?  Note that the key word is born.  Jesus of Nazareth was born in Bethlehem.  But, yet so often, the answer that I hear is that Christ was born in Bethlehem.  Not only is that, you might say hogwash, but it is totally impossible.
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. (KJV)

If we do believe God’s written Word, and He tells us that the Word was in the beginning, how can we have the Word being born in Bethlehem?  Why won’t we take the time or the effort to hear what the Father is trying to tell us??
How is it that we will listen to man, but not to God?  Is it because man we can see, so man we will believe? Or, is it that we want to go along with the majority, and not make any waves?  Usually, as far as the Word is concerned, if everyone is doing it, then we should be taking the time to check it out, to see if it is in line with God’s Word.
Jesus Christ said, that if we asked in His name, but who did He acknowledge it to be?  Who did the Father acknowledge Him as?  Let’s turn to Matthew 16:13-20.

Matt 16:13-20  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesurae Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man 

that he was Jesus the Christ. (KJV)
Note that in verse 13, He asks them who do men say that the Son of man is.   To this, there were all kinds of responses and theories.  But then, in verse 15, He asks, "Who say ye that I AM?"  (Think back to Moses).  Then in verse 16, Peter responds, "thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God."  Could this be what Isaiah was referring to, when he said that a son is given?
Now, let us take a look at Jesus Christ’s response in verses 17-19.  Note that flesh and blood was not responsible for the answer that Peter gave.  But the Father was.  And He is specific in saying that he is the Christ, the Son of the living God!!  Would God lie to us?  God is not a man that He should lie, nor the Son of man that He should repent. (Numbers 23:19).  Let God be true, but every man a liar.  (Romans 3:4).  So, who is the Son of God?  Would the Father tell us a lie?
Next, in verse 18, He goes on to tell Peter, that upon this Rock, He will build His church.  That the gates of hell shall not prevail against this Rock.   Is this not the same Rock that Moses struck against?  Who was that Rock that was with Moses in the desert?  Jesus?  If it was Jesus, then we are going to have to add another book to the Bible, and call it the reincarnation.  For this would be the only way to make it possible for Jesus to have been with Moses in the desert.  So, then, it must be Christ that was the Rock in the desert.  And, then, it has to be the revelation of Him, the Christ that is to be the cornerstone of the church (body of Christ).  And against this, the revelation of Christ, the gates of hell shall not prevail.  For He did rise from the dead, and He is seated at the right hand of the Father.  Hell could not hold Him!  And by this, has shown us the way to eternal life.
And, then, He tells them that they should tell no man that He was Jesus, the Christ.  Why?  For His time was not yet come.
So, if the Father acknowledges His Son as the Christ, how should we be addressing Him?  Are we better than the Father?  Do we have more knowledge than the Father?  Do we have more authority than He does?  Then, why in our prayers do we attempt to gain access to the Father by the means that we do?
With a computer, if you have it code locked, the only way to gain access to it, is by knowing the proper code.  Abbreviations will not work.  No short cuts.  Only the exact password will allow you into the computer, to gain access to all that is yours.   It is your computer, you have possession of it, but without the exact password, it is useless to you.
When we go to the Father in prayer, if we do not go according to His instructions, Satan can challenge it, just as he did with Job.  Thus, if your communications with the Father are not according to His laws, and Satan challenges it, we will not be able to get a reply from the Father.  By the same token, if Satan does not challenge, and our prayers are answered, it will instill in us a false sense of security.  And one day, when things get hot and heavy, and the prayers are not answered, whom will we blame?  What will our attitude towards God be?  Something to ponder as we continue with our study.
2 Cor 5:16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we 

have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. (KJV) 

The hardest thing for the apostles to do, was to recognize the revelation of Jesus Christ.  For all these years, they had walked with the man, Jesus of Nazareth.  Since their understanding had not yet been enlightened, until the day of Pentecost, they could only operate by their physical senses.  John 14:26, "But the Comforter, who is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance whatever I have said unto you".  Read John 14:17.
But once they were born again, (John 3), they would then be able to see and enter the kingdom of God.  Their understanding would be opened, as would their spiritual eyes.  They would recall that He told them: John baptizes with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.  Acts 1:5.

They had the same problem that we do today.  When we are with someone or something (for a long period of time), it is hard to comprehend the spiritual aspects because we become too familiar with the physical.  The same was true with the apostles walking with the man Jesus.  They were familiar with the flesh side.  They knew Jesus, but did not, nor could not know Christ until the day of Pentecost.
Have you ever stopped to take note of how their thoughts changed after being born-again?
1 Pet 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye, for the Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you; on their part He is evil spoken of, but on our part He is glorified.  (KJV)
As we can see, Peter no longer relates to the flesh, but is able to see past the flesh of the man Jesus, and into the inner man who is Christ.
This is why Paul writes in Romans 8:8-9, "So, then, they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now, if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, He is none of His."  If we are in the flesh, we cannot please God.  Only one man was able to do that, and that man was Jesus of Nazareth, (the child is born).  Why, because He had the Spirit of Christ with Him and in Him from the moment of conception.  Thus, He could please the Father.  If He (Jesus) did not have the Spirit of Christ until the baptism of John, as some contend, then His first thirty years could not have been pleasing to the Father.  (Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.)  Thus, Jesus of Nazareth would not have been 

able to be pleasing to the Father, unless He had the Spirit of Christ from the beginning.  Then, where would our salvation be?  How could Simeon have seen the Lord’s Christ if the Spirit of God was not within Him?  We read the Word, but we do not want to hear what God has to say.  It is easier to believe what everyone else is saying, or doing, than to go against everyone else.
"Is Christ divided?"  Paul wrote.  NO!!!  Yet, why do we separate ourselves over all of the wrong reasons, instead of the right ones?  Could it be, that the god of this world, hath blinded the minds of them that believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them?  As long as we do not see the revelation of Christ, the god of this world will be able to keep us divided by all of the distractions placed in our path, which will cause divisions amongst us.
Have we forgotten that the writer of Hebrews was talking about in Chapters 5 and 6?  We are lazy in the Word.  When we should be teachers, we need someone to instruct us again, because we are goofing off in the classroom.  Anyone using milk is of little value to the body. Let’s set aside the basics and get to the meat and the potatoes of the Word of God.
Col 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.  (KJV)
Rudiments = something of an incipient or undeveloped form.
When we are stuck on the basics, we cannot proceed to where the Father wants us.
He does not want to withhold any good things from us.  But, we, through lack of understanding and knowledge, keep them from us.  Is the world in such a mess because God’s Word does not work.  Or, is there all of the turmoil and such, because we do not know how to gain access to the throne of God?  If His Word really works, why all of the problems in the church?
Seek first the kingdom of God, and His Righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.  This is the problem.  We do not seek the Kingdom of God, for we do not understand the righteousness that He made available unto us.  Read 1 Cor 1:30.  Through Jesus Christ, was my righteousness made available.  Until we can see from whom our righteousness is come, how can we proceed any further in the Word?
If we refer back to Eph. 6:10-20, we will recall that Paul talks about the  armor of God. First, we have to know the truth.  The Word is truth.  The Word was with God and the Word was God.  Who came down from heaven?  Who was the Son that was given unto us, the foundation (girdle) of truth?  When we can see the truth, we will understand where our righteousness comes from.  Then we will understand our righteousness.
1 Pet 2:21-23  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:  (KJV)
Christ suffered for us.  The Son of God, Christ, suffered once for sins.  If we cannot accept this, we have problems.
Who was the righteousness of the Old Testament?  Who was in the fiery furnace with Hananiah, Misheal and Azaniah in Daniel 3:25?  Who is this that is constantly talked about?  We have read Is. 9;6, "unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace."  We usually stop after the son is given, or we start reading from that point on.  Who is this describing?  The child that is born?  The son that is given?  Which one?
Let’s go back to Eph. 2:15.  "Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances, to make in himself of (two) one new man, so making peace." 

Could it be, that it took the combination of the two: the child born, Jesus, and the son that was given, Christ, to bring about the price that God demanded for ransom.  Without either, how could the World have been justified?
Eph 4:11-15 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:  (KJV)

He gave the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers for the enlightenment of the body of Christ.  That, we should come into unity of the faith, and knowledge of the Son of God.  To arrive at the fullness of Christ, not to be tossed about by all of the doctrines, by pilgrimage to God’s kingdom.  But, if we ignore the truth to appease their feelings, it is not love.  Love sets the captive free.  It looses the chains of bondage.  It removes anything or anyone that exalts itself against the knowledge and brings us to the obedience of Christ.  This is where our headship should be.  It ties back to the sower of the Word.  If we plant in good ground, remove rocks, cut away thorns, pull 

weeds, keep those not serving God away, those who would pick us apart, then we 

will grow up to be imitators of the head, who is Christ.
Phil 2:5-11 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (KJV)
Every knee (flesh) should bow, of all living things, at the accomplishment of Jesus of Nazareth.  To be obedient, even unto death.
And, that every tongue confess.  Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.  Let every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  It takes the heart and mind of man to comprehend the new birth.  The tongue will acknowledge the accomplishment of the Son of Man (Jesus), the Son of God (Christ), and will acknowledge that the Father has made Him, Lord of all.  Is He Lord of your life? 

Col 1:12-23 Weymouth.  "and give thanks to the Father who has made us fit to receive our share of the inheritance of God’s people in Light.  It is God who has delivered us out of darkness, and has transferred us into the Kingdom of His dearly-loved Son, in whom we have our redemption—the forgiveness of our sins.  Christ is the visible representation of the invisible God, the Firstborn and Lord of all creation.  For in Him was created the universe of things in heaven and on earth, things seen and things unseen, thrones, dominions, princedoms, powers—all were created, and exist, through and for Him.  And HE IS before all things and in and through Him the universe is a harmonious whole.  Moreover He is the Head of His Body, the Church.  He is the beginning, the Firstborn from among the dead, in order that he Himself may in all things occupy the foremost place.  For it was the Father’s gracious will that the whole of the divine perfection should dwell in Him.  And God purposed through Him to reconcile the 

universe to Himself, making piece through His blood, which was shed upon the cross—to reconcile to Himself through Him, I say things on earth and things in Heaven.  And you, estranged as you once were and even hostile in your minds, amidst your evil deeds, He has now, in His human body, reconciled to God by His death, to bring you holy and Faultless and irreproachable, into His presence; if indeed you are still firmly holding to faith as your foundation, without ever shifting from your hope that rest on the Good News that you have heard, which has been proclaimed in the whole creation under Heaven, and in which I Paul have been appointed to serve." 

We have been translated or transferred to His kingdom, the kingdom of His Son.  The image of the invisible God.  The first born of  all creation.  He was with the Father in the beginning (Jn 1).  By Him—the Word of God, all things remain.  He is the head, the first born from the dead.  He has shown us the only way into His kingdom, and has given us the keys to have access to all that is within His kingdom (Mt. 16).  It pleased the Father to give Him this authority.  He did not misuse it, or abuse it, but did what the Father asked, no more no less.  It is this righteousness, the measure of the gift of Christ, that He came to earth, was obedient, and now He wants to call us His brothers and sisters.  This is what we are to be grounded and settled in.  Knowing that all is accomplished 

except for our obedience.  Will you also fall asleep on Him?  (Mt. 25).
I Jn 5:9-13 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and 

that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. (KJV)
Will we believe God, or would we rather listen to men?  For John says that this is the Father, testifying of His Son.  Who is the Son?
Do you believe that God gave us His Son?  The whole balance of our Christianity is based on your response to that question.  If we don’t believe that God sent His Son, the Christ, we have made God a liar.  And if He is a liar, then we have believed in vain.  Since I know that the child that was born, Jesus, and unto us a son was given, Christ, that I have eternal life-vs. 13.  This is why I believe on the name of the Son of God, Jesus Christ.
I Jn 4:1-2 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:  (KJV)
Will you abide in the doctrine of Christ?  "For unto us a child is born, and unto us a Son is given."  Will you confess Jesus Christ today?  Will you abide with Him?
There is but one mediator between God and man, The man, Jesus Christ!!!!!

That you may know Him 

In the service of Jesus Christ 

Larry Gazelka 

