May 25

<opentext> Today...we are going to review what we covered thursday...again, since it lays the ground work for what we will cover the rest of the week.  Father, we thank you for this day, and the time to gather together in the name of your Son Jesus Christ. We thank you that we can come together to share this bread of life, your Word with each other. Father, we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us; and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:9-11, Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity. Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 4:9-11, Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: 

<opentext>  Do we all remember what the definition of learned is?

<at-peace> To learn by use and practice…to be in the habit of.

<opentext> 3129  manthano-**LEARNED**  to learn, to be appraised a) to increase one's knowledge, 

<opentext> For learned...if we think of the Word appraised...think of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge...and where they come from.


<opentext> Col 2:2-3  That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;  In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (KJV)


<opentext> So....what we have learned...could also be seen as our ***appraised*** worth in the Word.  How valuable is the Word to you in every day life?

<patience> very valuable

<at-peace> very valuable


<opentext> 3880  paralambano-**RECEIVED**  1) to take to, to take with oneself, to join to oneself 

<opentext> If we receive the Word...do we join ourselves to it? <patience> We must or it won't do any good...we have to allow it to become a part of us, daily.

<at-peace> If we are walking in the spirit, yes, if in the flesh, no.


<opentext> Matt 11:29-30, Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 

<opentext> So we must join ourselves to Christ, in order to learn from Him.  We must work together...so that it is as a team.  When someone learns...they have to receive the instructions that they are given, for it to be of any value to them, or of any benefit.


<opentext> 191  akouo-**HEARD** 1) to be endowed with the faculty of hearing (not be deaf) 

<at-peace> And if they don't understand completely, they should ask.

<opentext> Many times we hear things...but we are deaf to the instructions given, and we must remember, that faith comes by hearing......giving audience to the Word of God.  How often does Father give us counsel...and we ignore it?

<patience> Sometimes i ignore, not liking what i am hearing.

<shama_ro> Yeah..we have our fingers in our ears...listening only to ourselves.

<at-peace> sometimes

<alimb> some times a lot

<alimb> Because it is not what we want to hear.

<opentext> Ever notice with people around you...that if it is something that they want, they hear it in a whisper from across the parking lot or room.

<at-peace> lol... that is what my mother used to say to me.

<opentext> But if it is something that they do not want to deal with...you could scream it in their ear, and they would still say what?

<patience> i can't hear you.


<opentext> Phil 4:9-11, Those things, which ye have both learned, and


<opentext> received, and heard, and seen in me, do!!!!

<shama_ro> Not just hearing, but obeying too.

<opentext> So, you have to treasure, what you have heard.........you have to want to do it......you have to apply it to your life....and have to be sure that the one that you have been following is on the right path.  Once you are sure of those things...then become a ***doer*** of the Word....not a hearer only.  The church is full ***looky lou's***, but very few doers of the Word.

<opentext> 1492  eido or oida-**SEEN**  1) to see a) to perceive with the eyes b) to perceive by any of the senses.

<opentext> To perceive by any of the senses!!!!! We are able to use all of the senses of the physical body, to perceive the Word.  So often...many people think that the only way or time that they can hear God is when in a building...or having there Bible open.  Yet, if we keep an open heart and mind...we can hear and see Father all around us...all of the time.  If we stay around those that live and breathe and sleep the Word...what kind of influence will that have on us??

<patience> A whole lot of great influence.

<at-peace> A very good influence.


<opentext> Phil 4:9-11, Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 

<alimb> Saying we can only hear Father in a building is like keeping our light hiding under a basket and putting boundries on Father.  Do these things...and the God of peace...**shall*** be with you!!!

<opentext> Exactly, kenny.

<opentext> We are the ones that put limits on God. If we stay out of the way...Father has no limits.


<opentext> Phil 4:10  But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity. (KJV)


<opentext> The importance of praying for and with one another.  How often do we think that we cannot do enough for the Lord?

<patience> I know that i cannot...no matter how much i pray, do, read. I think it is enough for Father that we totally focus on Him.

<shama_ro> Very often.

<alimb> Sometimes a lot.

<opentext> Yet....the task that each one of us has been asked of us by Father, is very essential...and if any one of us neglects our role...it hinders the body...no matter how smart our role may seem to us.  We may wonder what exactly the Philippians did for Paul...since he does not make mention of it.  What they did...may have been just enough for a few of the epistles to be written, which at the time may not have seemed significant.  Many times...we feel what we are doing is soooo insignificant.....yet each role is very vital and important.  We are told not to think more highly of ourselves then we ought....but the same holds true for thinking less of yourself....since each member of the body of Christ has a special, unique, and very important function.  How often have you told Father that you wished that you could do more???

<at-peace> every day

<alimb> a lot 

<patience> I do that a lot.

<shama_ro> heaps of times

<opentext> Have you ever thanked Father for being used as you are??? Realizing, that if you reach just one while you are hear, it is all worth it??

<patience> i've done that on occasion.

<opentext> What do you think Ananias thought, when asked to go pray for Paul???...and yet by being obedient...look at the ministry that he had a part in.  What would have been your reaction if Father had asked you to go pray for Saul of Tarsus??

<patience> I would have probably asked Father to confirm that to me several times before i went.

<at-peace> I'd probably ask, are you sure Father.

<shama_ro> :-x

<alimb> A lot of doubt , asking to see if i was hearing right.

<opentext> So...as we can see.....sometimes we do not think that we hear Father....we say...are you sure about this Father??

<shama_ro> Often wondering whether we are where He wants us?

<opentext> Yes...we question that many times also....since we always ***think*** we should be doing more. Yet....we may be there for just one person.  Look at each of our lives...and how God has reached and ministered to us.   In each instance...someone has had to be obedient to the Word....for you to be where you are in you walk with Father...

<patience> absolutely.  So, remember that next time that you do not think what Father has asked of you...is not very important...


<opentext> Phil 4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. (KJV)


<opentext> Note in the middle of that verse...for I have learned.


<patience> Meaning, he didn't always know to do that.


<opentext> Paul here is telling us plainly....that wherever he is....he has learned to be ***independent *** of the circumstances.  Content...means to be independent of the circumstances.

<shama_ro> Like set apart?

<patience> Set apart from the circumstances.

<opentext> Definition for content...

842  autarkes-

1) sufficient for oneself, strong enough or processing enough to need no aid or support 

2) independent of external circumstances 

3) contented with one's lot, with one's means, though the slenderest

<patience> Regardless of what was going on around him.

<alimb> Focusing whole on Father and not the circumstance's.

<opentext> Paul was not moved by what the physical said...but by what Father asked of him.

<at-peace> Being seated in heavenly places.

<opentext> Exactly.  If Father asks something of us...He will provide all that is necessary to accomplish it.....although it will be in His time...not ours.  This is where ...patience...perseverance...and persistance...com into our vocabulary...or should.

<patience> i am patience

<shama_ro> lol

<opentext> miz is working at it ...anyway.

<opentext> Phil 4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned,  whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.(KJV)

<opentext> Tomorrow morning...we will go in depth into this verse.......any questions from today...or things to share??

<shama_ro> If we keep our focus on Him then our circumstances don't become a part of us and affect our walk with Him?

<opentext> Exactly....because we know that He will always provide for anything that He asks of us.

<shama_ro> What if we are doing something He has not asked of us to do?

<opentext> We never see Jesus Christ being lacking in anything that Father asked of Him, then we in essence....block some our all of the blessings that He does have for us.  Ro...have you ever had any carpenter work done?

<shama_ro> yeah

<opentext> Did you go in and try to tell the carpenter what to do, and how to do it?

<shama_ro> no

<opentext> why not??

<shama_ro> cuz i wouldn't have a clue.

<opentext> lol

<at-peace> lol

<opentext> Well...this is kinda like what happens...when we try to do things Father has not asked of us.  We are telling Father the way we think things should be..and the way we think they should happen.

<shama_ro> If we are doing what he wants then He will provide us with the knowledge to get the job done?

<opentext> Ro...does that help??

<shama_ro> I guess its just recognizing whether you are where He wants you.

<opentext> Ro...did they graduate you from high school...the day after you first started school?

<shama_ro> no

<opentext> why not?

<shama_ro> cuz i had lots to learn first.

<opentext> So you had to have some patience to learn??

<shama_ro> yep

<opentext> And they did not expect you to get it all in one day?

<shama_ro> good job

<opentext> Likewise...we have to have patience with ourselves...and learn to hear Father clearer every day.

<shama_ro> yeah

<opentext> Forgetting those things that are behind......and do the best that i can for Father today!!!

<shama_ro> In whatever i might be doing.

<opentext> Exactly.  That help???

<shama_ro> yes thanks

<opentext> :-)

