May 15

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and blessing us with this time to gather together  to hear your counsel and wisdom this day. We are ever so grateful for your Son Jesus Christ, who suffered and died that we might have life, and have it more abundantly. And your Holy Spirit who leads us and guides us through your Word, and into all truth. We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that we have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 

<opentext> From what i have heard...guess yesterday...Father showed most here what the word honest means in this verse. Most that i have talked with...when doing some studying ahead...only went by the word honest...rather then by the meaning of the Greek word used in the context of this verse.  Today we are going to look at...whatsoever things are just.

<opentext> 1342  dikaios- definition for JUST…righteous, observing divine laws a) in a wide sense, upright, righteous, virtuous, keeping the commands of God 1) used of those who seem to themselves to be righteous, who pride themselves to be righteous, who pride themselves in their virtues, whether real or imagined 2) innocent, faultless, guiltless 

3) used of him whose way of thinking, feeling, and acting is wholly conformed to the will of God, and who therefore needs no rectification in the heart or life 4) approved by or acceptable by God b) in a narrower sense, rendering to each his due and that in a judicial sense, passing just judgment on others, whether expressed in words or shown by the manner of dealing with them.

<opentext> Used of him whose way of thinking, feeling, and acting is wholly conformed to the will of God.  So, another way of saying this.......is by recognizing that our righteousness is through and in Christ.

<opentext> Rom 1:17, For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> The just shall live by faith. the righteous shall live by hearing the counsel of Father through His Word.  If we do not take the time to study each day, how can we ever know what Father's counsel is?

<at-peace> We would not be able to. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Rom 2:13, (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. (KJV)

<opentext> It is not enough to hear what the Word says, but we have to put it into application in our life each day .  Many hear the Word of God...but few live it.  Many are called by God, but few choose to apply that Word to their life...they think everybody but they have to live it.

<opentext> Rom 5:19, For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. (KJV)

<opentext> So, each and every day, we have the choice to follow 2 paths...disobedience or righteousness, and we all know, or should know, that obedience is better then sacrifice.  Why is that?

<NowFaithIs> Being obedient makes one dependant upon Father.  

<opentext>  Ok...anything else?

<NowFaithIs> This one is hard for me to verbalize because I didn't really understand the fullness of it for a long time.

<opentext> We have to remember, that this was written in the OT....so as such, any time one was disobedient...one had to find the sacrifice that was appropriate for the sin...or disobedience.

<at-peace> If you are obedient to Father, then having to sacrifice for sin.

<opentext> So, not only did they have to find the best sacrifice they could...when they brought it to the temple...they had to hope the priest was having a good day as well.

<NowFaithIs> Can you give a "today" example?

<opentext> so...if we were obedient in the first place...we could have avoided a lot of headaches....juts by being obedient.

<at-peace> Being obedient to Father is better than having to go sacrifice for our sin.

<opentext> Exactly...although in the NT we have Christ not only as the sacrifice...but as our high Priest as well. A today example per miz....would be working in the office for 16 hours, rather then going home after 8 or 9...and then taking daaayssss for the body to recover.  There is a soft red glow from the other side of the office.

<opentext> Gal 3:11, But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> If one puts themselves under any part of the law...they are then subject to ALL of the law. And how many here want to live under the law?

<at-peace> nope, no way 

<mizpah^> not me

<at-peace> Would rather live in the truth that has set me free, than to live under the law of bondage.

<opentext> It is much easier to live for the Lord...and do that which is pleasing to Him, rather then living under the fear of the law.  So, thus we can see why {aul wrote...that God has not given us the spirit of fear.

<opentext> II Th 1:5-6, Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 8:17-18  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

(KJV)

<mizpah^> What does recompense mean?

<opentext> Pay back...vengence.  Father's justice is much better then ours.

<opentext> Heb 10:38, Now the just (righteous) shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

<opentext>  Ephesians 6:14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

<opentext> Who was the book of Philippians written to....milk Christians...or those that had matured a bit more??

<at-peace> Those that had matured.

<mizpah^> those who were mature.

<opentext> So, then you could say....that here i verse 8 we could see some sound instructions to ambassadors...rather them those on the milk, instead of instructions to milk Christians...still fighting a fight that has already been won.

<opentext> The comparable verse would be eph 6:18-20...instructions to ambassadors...whereas most Christians are living in verses eph 6:10-17.  By the time one is an ambassador, one has to know the mystery of the gospel...and recognize who they are in Christ.  So, in Ephesians...we see Paul trying to encourage the people to get off of the milk, and into the meat of the Word....and in Philippians, he is exhorting them not to forget the position that they have attained.

<opentext> 1 Pet 3:12, For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Pet 4:18, And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? (KJV)

<opentext> Working out our own salvation...with fear and trembling...as we recognize what we have in and through Christ Jesus....it should make us truly stop and think, before we make any suggestions that would threaten this standing with Father.

<at-peace> Few that enter into the straight gate, many who are on the road to destruction.

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> In 1 peter 4:18, what does it mean "if the righteous scarcely be saved?

<opentext> Defintion for scarcely.

<opentext> 3433  molis-

<opentext> 1) with difficulty, hardly 

<opentext> 2) not easily, that is, scarcely, very rarely

<opentext> It is that straight and narrow path as Charlene stated.....few find it, because they do not seek God with all of their heart.  They are used of doing things half way.....only giving God what they think that they need to.  Hanging onto all their worldly possessions...and giving God but a few scraps of their time...and then wonder why things are amiss.

<Faith_Is> **many** will say Lord Lord.....and He will say...I knew you not.

<opentext> Exactly...because they are playing church...rather then being the Church.

<Faith_Is> Would this fit also?

<Faith_Is> 1 Cor 3:15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. (KJV)

<opentext> If we truly recognize our right standing with God...we will not do anything that will put it at risk.  Any of the phoney works...will be immediately exposed by fire...which will leave only that which is pure before Father.

<Faith_Is> Right...so what is left...is scarce.

<Faith_Is> 1 Cor 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.  (KJV)

<opentext> If we remember, that our righteousness with God = just, right standing = being a doer of the Word, not a hearer only.....we will be more cognizant of not putting this relationship with Father in jeopardy.

<opentext> …whatsoever things are pure....what does the word pure mean to you?

<at-peace> clean, unblemished

<Faith_Is> without spot or blemish

<mizpah^> chaste

<Faith_Is> undefiled

<opentext> Definition for pure:

53  hagnos (hag-nos');

from the same as 40; properly, clean, i.e. (figuratively) innocent, modest, perfect: 

KJV-- chaste, clean, pure.

53  hagnos-

1) exciting reverence, venerable, sacred 

2) pure 

a) pure from carnality, chaste, modest 

b) pure from every fault, immaculate 

c) clean

<opentext> Exciting reverence....do we always keep our excitement for the Word??

<Faith_Is> Only when I am in it and tuning in to what Father has for me...if I get away from it...no.

<mizpah^> we have to continue daily in it, or we lose that excitement.

<Ro> maybe Not when trials hit us.

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:2  For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> The word chaste in this verse..is the same as pure.  We can only be pure, clean our chaste, when we are abiding in the Word.

<opentext> In Matt 25 there were 10 virgins...but only 5 did what Father asked and required of them...even though they did doze off for awhile....thus we always have to be awake unto righteousness, and if one will recall...it took the ***pure*** olive oil for the lamp that was burnt in the presence of the Lord. 2nd best just did not cut it...as it would causes soot and dirt in the temple of God.  It would also be an unsteady light...always flickering until the wick became clogged and went out.  We want to be pure before the Lord...with no reason to be ashamed.  This will give you a start into mondays Bible study...and to how we will be taking a deeper look into what it is to keep ourselves ...pure.

<Faith_Is> We are only pure through Christ and it is when we are abiding in Christ that there is no condemnation as we walk in the spirit and not in the flesh.

<opentext> Any questions or things to share from today?

<at-peace> yes, question

<opentext> ok....will see if i can have an answer for you

<at-peace> Yesterday and today, in the prayer to Father you put up "and all that we have yet in store for us this day, when it should be "you", not "we"... why?

Am i missing something ?

<opentext> If we are working together as a body...would it be singular or plural?

<NowFaithIs> Are you saying all that FAther has in yet in store for us today....or are you saying all that we (the body) has yet in store for us today?

<at-peace> plural

<opentext> For all that you have done for us this day, and all that we have yet in store for us.

<mizpah^> If He has already given us all spiritual blessings, than we, as a body, have it, and today, we accept, day by day, what Father has already given us.

<opentext> You there is Father.....and all that we have in store for us becaus eof Him, and being obedient to His will.

<NowFaithIs> aaah, Father has already done it....and we await to see it as it unfolds?

<opentext> If we are walking in the Word...we expect these blessings to overtake us...not hope that they will.

<at-peace> Okay, thanks... i noticed it yesterday and thought it was a typo, so then when you put it up today i had to ask why.

<opentext> Yoyful that you are watching.......always ask when in doubt.

<opentext> Exactly, michie.

<opentext> His Word is already settled in heaven...and as we live for Him this day...then His plans unfolds for us...and the blessings overtake us....for He confirms His Word with signs following...signs that point to His kingdom 

----( one way home.  A little clearer??

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Anymore questions?

<mizpah^> 2 Cor 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.  (KJV)

<mizpah^> I don't get this verse.

<opentext> Who is the bride of Christ to be married to?

<mizpah^> Christ Jesus

<opentext> So, is but one husband that we can be betrothed to...and get into the kingdom of God...Christ Jesus .

<mizpah^> k

<opentext> He is the gate into Father's pasture.

<NowFaithIs> And if we are serving the devil ....it is the same as adultry...no?

<opentext> yes

<at-peace> I needed the verse Rom 8:17 yesterday when talking with something.  They put up that they were joint-heirs with Jesus... i wasn't able to find the verse that was needed, cause " i " was in the way.

<opentext>   Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

