<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this opportunity to gather together to share the bread of life.  Father...we ask that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide as we journey this day through your Word, that we would hear that which you have for each of us this day, to nouriash and sustain us.  Father, as we bring this before your throne, we ask that we have the same forgiveness and forgetfulness against others...as you do for us, and we place it all before your throne, through the name that is above every name...Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour.


<opentext> Phil 4:3, And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life. (KJV)

<opentext> What do we hear in this verse?


<mizpah^> The women and clement were like minded with paul...equally yoked.


<opentext> The word women..is not in the original greek text.  Although the word woman is not used in this verse….I wanted to point out a few of the many women that were and are instrumental in the early church, just as they are today.


<opentext> Acts 9:36, Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. (KJV)

<opentext> Acts 16:14, And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. (KJV)

<opentext> The one thing to be aware of in this verse...that withour that word women in the text...we can see and hear that Paul is making no distinction between anyone...but rather showing that the important thing is that their names be written in the Book of Life.  Those that labor in the Word....and support the cause of Christ.


<opentext> Rom 16:1-3, I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea: That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also. Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> What is a **yokefellow*** to you?

<mizpah^> Someone equally yoked. Same mind...spirit.

<blessed> Pulling the same way.

<opentext> Very good answers.

<at-peace> Brother or sister in Christ... those who continue in the Word.


Definition of yokefellow.

<opentext> 4805  suzugos- yokefellow, yoked together a) used of those united by the bond of marriage, relationship, office, labor, study, business, or the like b) used of a yoke fellow, a consort, a comrade, a colleague, a partner.

<opentext> If we think of 2 oxen pulling together...what happens if one decides to rest?

<mizpah^> They both stop or the one pulls the other along, and it is much more difficult.

<opentext> Is it harder to maintain a straight course?

<mizpah^> Yes.

<opentext> How long do you think the owner of the fields will put up with that?

<at-peace> Probably not long.

<mizpah^> Not long before he gets rid of the *resting* oxen.

<opentext> Exactly...so we see the importance of being of the same mind, and the same Spirit.


<opentext> Rom 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)


<opentext> If we try to please man...our motives and intentions are wrong...it is God that we should being seeking to please, and thus always working for the good of the body.  How often do we do things to please our fellow man, rather then God??

<blessed> Too often.

<mizpah^> Sometimes...but rarely if it is not the will of God.

<opentext> Do you think Father will leave that lazy oxen within the team for very long?

<mizpah^> no

<at-peace> As I grow in the Word, the less often it happens.

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Exod 32:32-33 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.


<opentext> 33And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book. (KJV)


<opentext> Ps 69:28  Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous. (KJV)


<opentext> Our motives in serving God, should always be that we get home with Him. Yt, many want the power, and the people to look up to them...is this right?

<mizpah^> yep

<at-peace> yes

<mizpah^> Itis correct, but it is not right.

<blessed> Flesh gets in the way if we aren't vigilant.

<opentext> Luke 10:20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.

(KJV)

<opentext> It should always be our motivation and our goal, to long for and see one more come home. Unless our mind is renewed in and on the Word of God.....how will we ever be able to have an answer for any man that asks of the hope that is within us?

<mizpah^> We can't.

<at-peace> We won't be able to.

<opentext> so, unless we are working together....there can be no unity. Now, you can see why the Lord has told us many times, that we are only as fast as the slowest member of the team. We are laboring together.


<opentext> Phil 4:4-5, Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. (KJV)

<opentext> Can you grumble or mumble if you are always rejoicing?


<mizpah^> nope


<at-peace> no


<opentext> If we are rejoicing always, we will always be seeking ways to get the work done, rather then focusing on any hindrances. Let your moderation be known unto all men. what does the word...moderation ...mean to you?

<mizpah^> Not to be a glutton about anything.

<at-peace> Not in excess.

<opentext> Good answers.

Definition of moderation.

<opentext> 1933  epieikes (ep-ee-i-kace'); moderation…from 1909 and 1503; appropriate, i.e. (by implication) mild: KJV-- gentle, moderation, patient.

<opentext> Being appropriate..in all that we do...by Father's standards...being mild...towards all men.  If we go in like a hammer...many become bruised and beaten.  How often do we stop to ask Father what we should do in any given situation?

<mizpah^> I sincerely try to do that always, but, i fail at times.  More often than used to be, we work at it everyday.  We al fail at times, because we were trained for so many years to rely on the flesh, and the answers that we had learned from man.....the Bible was only a book that we looked at on Sunday's.

<opentext> At the start of this chapter....it is hard to see where Paul is going with this...until we look at these next 2 verses.


<opentext> Phil 4:6-7  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  (KJV)


<opentext> Be careful for nothing;..........no worries....no concerns......leaving all of the worrying to Father.


<opentext> 1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

<mizpah^> Talk about a tall order.

<opentext> Tall...only if we look at our flesh....since we are already seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus  (eph 2:6).


<opentext> Matt 6:25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? (KJV)


<opentext>  Take no thought for your life. We have to remember who it is that signs our paycheck.....not any man...but rather Father.  We have to acknowledge Him as our source for all that we have.  So often we think of all the answers that we should study to have......yet even here, we are to rely on Father.


<opentext> Matt 10:19-20 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. (KJV).

<opentext> This is what we should be striving for, that Father would be in control of all of our thoughts, actions and words, each and every day, and when we work together....we assist each other...exhorting and encouraging one another.

<opentext> Phil 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving (KJV).

<opentext> but in every thing by prayer .  How often do we talk to Father before everyting..or is it usually afterwards?

<mizpah^> Usually afterwards, unless it is a big decision for me.

<opentext> How many understand what prayer is?

<mizpah^> It's a conversation with Father.

<at-peace> Talking with Father... communication.

<Ro> Communicating with Him.

<opentext> Excellent answers.  Intimate conversation with Father.......any time we talk with Him it should be intimate.  So in all that we do, we need to converse with Father....to see what His will is in the situation.

<opentext> Phil 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication.  (KJV)

<opentext> What does supplication mean to you?

<mizpah^> To put in practice or the act of doing.

Definition for supplication.

<opentext> 1162  deesis-

<opentext> 1) need, indigence, want, privation, penury 

<opentext> 2) a seeking, asking, entreating, entreaty to God or to man

<opentext> When you look at this particular verse....think of supplication as the supply list for what Father would have you do, for whatever you have been asking Him.

<opentext>  Colossians 2:10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

<opentext> How often do we remember, that we are complete in Him?

<Ro> Usually when i am reminded!!

<mizpah^> More times than not, i forget the word, complete...and know that i am in Him.

<opentext> Do we always remember that we have been blessed with all spiritual .

<mizpah>   Many times.

<opentext> Now for the tough question…How often as soon as we finish talking with Father....do we thank Him immediately, for all that we asked of Him???

<mizpah^> Always.

<Ro> :-x

<at-peace> Always.

<opentext> Phil 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving. (KJV)

<opentext> Note the verse....... with thanksgiving.

<opentext> Also note that it singular...not plural.  Once we ask Father....we should know that it is on the way....and it will arrive at the proper time....for we walk by faith, and not by sight.  are we to ask Father more then once for the same thing?

<mizpah^> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> If we have to ask Father more then once......we did not believe that He heard and answered in the first place!  When do you thank someone for something?

<mizpah^> When we believe they have provided what we asked for.

<at-peace> After you have received. 

<opentext>  Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

<opentext> Also note at the end of this verse....that need is singular.

<mizpah^> All we need is Father, and He provides everything for us.

<opentext> We thank someone for something when we know that we have received it....and which is greater, the physical or the spiritual?

<mizpah^> spiritual

<at-peace> spiritual

<opentext> So. if Father says we have something in the spiritual, does it have to come to pass in the physical?

<at-peace> no

<mizpah^> If the physical mirrors the  spiritual...wouldn't it have to?

<opentext> Hebrews 11:3  Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.  If God gives us His Word on something...it has to come to pass; and, if He says that He is providing...then it will happen...in His time...not ours...and it will always be right on time.

<opentext> Phil 4:6  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be  (KJV)

<opentext> We will continue here on this verse tomorrow since it will take us at least another day to cover it.  Write down any and all questions that you may have on this verse and ask them tomorrow, so we can see and understand this verse clearly.

