<opentext> Father…we thank you for this opportunity, to gather together in the name of your Son, and our Lord and saviour, Jesus Christ. Father, we are ever so thankful for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us this day, and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:12, I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. (KJV)

<opentext>  I know both how to be abased. Note...Paul says that he knows....but do we? We tell God many times, how much we have given up for Him. We tell Him how much we have done for Him. Yet the truth really be known, how much have we given up?  Or is it that we think that we have given up?  How much have we really done for Him?  None of us have prayed with such fervency, or dedication that we have sweat blood. We have not depended on Father for our every need. Let's look at a few of the things Paul went through to share the revelation that he had received.

<opentext> 1 Cor 4:9-14, For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; (others always think they are wiser, and never have anything new to learn)  

<opentext> We are weak, but ye are strong; (many try to do it in and on their own strength) ye are honourable, but we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace; (quite a contrast from those that say and declare…look what we have done for God) And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. (KJV)

Many can say they have did some of these things for their earthly boss...but how many of us have done these for the Lord??

<mizpah> I can't say that.

<shama> Not I.

<at-peace> No, i can't say that either

<opentext> We read the words in the Bible...but so often we fail to hear what they are saying.....here we can hear and see what Paul went through...to be sure that he got this message of Jesus Christ to you.  Are we as faithful with it...once we begin to see and comprehend it?

<opentext> 2 Cor 6:4-11, But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; (many of us think that we have suffered for the Gospel's sake, yet we do not know what the word means) (How many of us could really suffer, and be persecuted for the sake of the Gospel?) By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left. By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. (KJV)  Man grades what he has accomplished by the things that he has accumulated in the physical...Paul does that by what he has in his heart.

<opentext> Luke 6:38-39 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. And he spake a parable unto them, Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch?

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> We have to share what we have been given..before Father can add to it.  We cannot bury it in the backyard.

<mizpah> When people ask, we must answer...although they may not like the answers.

<opentext> Correct.  By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; the world will say we dishonor....and say we are of eveil report....we have to know in our hearts what Father thinks of us.

<opentext> Gal 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Who is it that we seek to please??

<mizpah> Father...we are to be approved unto Him.

<at-peace> Father.

<opentext> More often it is man...rather then Father.

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:7-8, Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely? I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service. (KJV) (as you share the Word…are you thinking of self…or truly seeking one more for His kingdom?)

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:27-28, In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. (KJV) (Paul not only had a deep love for all the brethren, but would sacrifice his life, that one more would gain a working knowledge of the Word of God.) 

<opentext> How many of us really think that Paul would be a welcome preacher, within the **structured** churches of today??

<at-peace> No, i don't think he would.

<shama> No he wouldn't.

<mizpah> He wouldn't.

<opentext> Then why do we look only for those preachers that are recognized by these  **structured** churches of today??

<mizpah> I used to because i thought fame meant wisdom and knowledge.

<opentext> If God is constant...and Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today...where have we missed it at?? Could it be because we are looking at the physical, rather then the spiritual??

<mizpah> Exactly.

<opentext> Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily,  the care of all the churches.   Even for the churches that abused him.

<at-peace> Looking for the outward signs and appearances first.. instead of allowing Father to confirm his word with signs and wonders following.

<opentext> How many of us, would have marched back into Ephesus to finish the sermon...after being stoned and thrown out left for dead?  Yes Charlene...looking for the accolades of man...rather then Father's approval.

<opentext> 1 Pet 5:6, Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: (KJV)

<opentext> Not when we think it should be....How often when we think we have done something for God...do we wait for His acknowledgement??

<at-peace> When you say acknowledgement... do you mean approval?

<opentext> More in the sense of a **pat** on the back.

<at-peace> Okay.

<opentext> Or a gold star on the corner of our paper.

<opentext> Phil 4:12 Every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. (KJV)

<opentext> How often when we are full...do we stay at the table to eat??

<mizpah> Depends on what is for desert.

<opentext> It is learning to always ask Father for more...never being satisfied with what we have just learned in the Word.  Both to abound and to suffer need.  To  always be willing to share what Father has opened to us....and yet wanting more for the next one that may cross our path.

<opentext> Micah 6:8, He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? (KJV)

<opentext> Prov 29:23, A man's pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit. (KJV)

<opentext> We can try to do all kinds of things ourselves. However, it is only through the power that has been made available to us, that we are able to do the things that Father asks of us.

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:24-25 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. (KJV)

<mizpah> when we try to do something on our own, it is usually what WE want to do, not what Father has asked of us

<opentext> no matter how foolish it may seem of what Father asks of us...it will laways confound man, and all the knowledge that he thinks that he has acquired.  Exactly miz...it has to be His strength...or we will fall flat on our spiritual face.

<opentext> Philippians 4:10-19  I know both how to be abased and I know how to abound, v. 12. This is a special act of grace, to accommodate ourselves to every condition of life, and carry an equal temper of mind through all the varieties of our state.

<opentext> (1.) to accommodate ourselves to an afflicted condition-- to know how to be abased, how to be hungry, how to suffer want, so as not to be overcome by the temptations of it, either to lose our comfort in God or distrust his providence, or to take any indirect course for our own supply.

(2.) to a prosperous condition-- to know how to abound, how to be full, so as not to be proud, or secure, or luxurious. And this is as hard a lesson as the other; for the temptations of fulness and prosperity are not less than those of affliction and want. But how must we learn it? I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me, 

v. 13. We have need of strength from Christ, to enable us to perform not only those duties which are purely Christian, but even those which are the fruit of moral virtue. We need his strength to teach us to be content in every condition. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary).

<opentext> For by ***grace*** are we saved through faith.  It is a straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house.  How content are we? Have we utilized all that Father has made available to us? 

<mizpah> We haven't come close to utilizing all that Father has made available to us.

<opentext> What is it that we hunger for? Is it to have material things that man may look up to us? 

<mizpah> nope

<shama> no

<at-peace> no, not for me

<opentext> Or is it to reach but one more for the kingdom of God? If our heart and motives are not true, can it be Christ then who is our strength?

<mizpah> If our focus is not on Father, than our strength and motives are physical.

<at-peace> no it could not be

<opentext> Matt 5:6, Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:20-21 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

KJV)

<opentext> Luke 6:25-30, Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep. Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.  But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy coat also. Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again. (KJV)

<opentext> For the flesh...it is not an easy task that is asked of us....and this is why we ahve to learn to be led by the Spirit of God...and not the flesh.

<opentext> Phil 4:12-13 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  (KJV)

<opentext> So as you go into today.....remember who it is, that should be your strength!!

<opentext> Any questions from today...or things to share??

<at-peace> the only way we can utilize the strength of Christ that has been given to us, is if we continually keep our minds renewed and on the Word of God.. our focus on Father. Exactly.

