May 8

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together for feeding and fellowshipping in and on your Word.  We thank you for you Holy Spirit, who is our teacher and our guide as we journey through your Word.  We give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Jesus Christ our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 4:1 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. (KJV)

<opentext> Yesterday...we made it through most of verse 1.  So stand fast in the Lord.

Definition for stand fast.

<opentext> 4739  steko-

<opentext> 1) to stand firm 

<opentext> 2) to persevere, to persist 

<opentext> 3) to keep one's standing

<mizpah^> being strong in the Lord

<at-peace> grounded and setteled in the Lord

<opentext> Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) Is it always easy?? to hold fast, and maintain our trust in God??

<Jimmy> Yes, when you read his word daily.

<NowFaithIs> Only when we walk in the Spirit.

<Jimmy> Is it ok to speak?

<mizpah^> No, not in actuality...even though we know Father doesn't waver...it becomes difficult at times.

<opentext> Gal 5:16-17 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (KJV)

<mizpah^> Ephesians 6:10  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

<Jimmy> When we read his Word, The Holy Spirit grow in us and helps us say no to sin.

<opentext> The more time that we spend in the Word, the stronger our spirit man becomes.

<Jimmy> Spirit man?

<opentext> Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

<opentext> Man is of three parts...body, soul and spirit.

<Jimmy> Ok, GOD.

<opentext> When we are born again, our spirit man is born again by the Spirit of Christ.

<opentext> Heb 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 27:14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD. (KJV)

<Jimmy> I'm a member in a Pentecostal church, what kind of church are u in?

<opentext> Ps 125:1-2 They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever.

(KJV)

<opentext> As we abide in the Word....it is then that He abides in us....

<Jimmy> abides?

<NowFaithIs> John 15:4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. (KJV)

definition for abide.

3306  meno-

1) to remain, abide 

a) in reference to place: 

1) to sojourn, tarry 

2) not to depart 

a) to continue to be present 

b) to be held, kept, continually 

b) in reference to time: 

to continue to be, not to perish, to last, to endure; used of persons, to survive, live 

c) in reference to a state or a condition: 

to remain as one, not to become another or different 

2) to wait for, to await one

<opentext> It is easy to stand fast in the Lord when everything is going ok....but what about when the persecution starts???

<opentext> Matt 10:22  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.  (KJV)

<Jimmy> Persecution starts when u go out preaching the message in your neighberhood.

<NowFaithIs> That is when it becomes difficult and that much more the reason to ensure that we are renewed in the Word of God daily....so that our shield of faith is strong enough to withstand any fiery darts of the devil.

<opentext> Matt 10:23-24  But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.  (KJV)

<opentext> Most of the time...when persecution starts....we figure that we have to defend the Lord. He does not need any defending.

<at-peace> nope

<NowFaithIs> Yes, we take it personally instead of realizing that it isn't us they are rejecting...but rather the Lord.

<at-peace> His word is forever settled in heaven

<opentext> correct

<NowFaithIs> And *we* can save no one.

<opentext> Matt 10:25 It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household? (KJV)

<opentext> If they called the Lord as being of the devil....how much more shall they call them of his household?

<mizpah^> Anybody that truly lives for Father will be ridiculed.

<opentext> John 8:31-32 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is only as we continue in the Word, that we are able to stand fast in the Lord.

<NowFaithIs> oooh just realized---ye shall know the truth and the truth will set you free---free from all the persecution---free from anything that would try to make you stumble.

<opentext> If we do not continue in the Word daily...we will hit a rocky and bumpy road.  It sets one free, because their focus is on pleasing Father....not tickling ears.

<NowFaithIs> Just like if we fall asleep at the wheel and hit the rumble strips or even the median on the highway.

<opentext> Exactly......but how often does that wake us up??? or just give us prior warning that we are about to crash??

<NowFaithIs> Just little prior warning.

<opentext> John 15:3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  (KJV)

<opentext> Remember...all the virgins (matt25) fell asleep....yet only 5 awoke to righteousness.

<mizpah^> It is an abrupt jolt, though, and brings us back to the path.

<NowFaithIs> yes!  If it isn't too late.

<opentext> We do not want to awake after the Lord has called for His Church.

<NowFaithIs> Depending on our speed and reaction time---we could still hit the guard rail or ditch.

<NowFaithIs> Watch therefore.

<opentext> Acts 11:22-23  Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch.  Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.  (KJV)

<opentext> Here again, being strong in the Lord....and this is why we point the people to Father through Jesus Christ.

<NowFaithIs> amen, because if we are doing anything else...they we are pointing them to a weak foundation.

<opentext> We are fed and nourished here in the Word each day, but we have to learn to feed ourselves as well.....learning to be dependent on Father...not any person.  

<NowFaithIs> This should be our appetizer.

<opentext> Acts 14:22  Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. (KJV)

<opentext> It should be...but is it always??

<NowFaithIs> No...often times for me...it is the meal.

<opentext> We have to learn to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.  Never taking for granted our salvation, till the day we stand before Father, and hear the words...well done O good and faithful servant.  Most of us never realize how tough it is to see someone walk away from the Lord...let alone ourselves,  and that we must through much tribulation enter  into the kingdom of God.

Definition for tribulation.

2347  thlipsis-

1) a pressing, a pressing together, pressure 

2) metaphorically, oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress, straits

<opentext> For some reason, the church has been taught that it is an easy path into the kingdom.

<NowFaithIs> Because that is what they want to hear?

<opentext> That is a big part of it.

<opentext> Matt 7:13-14 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. (KJV)

Defintion for destruction.

684  apoleia (ap-o'-li-a);

from a presumed derivative of 622; ruin or loss (physical, spiritual or eternal): 

KJV-- damnable (-nation), destruction, die, perdition, X perish, pernicious ways, waste.

<opentext> It is when we look at the ruin or loss of things here, as more valuable than that of His Word....that we stray from and off of that straight and narrow path.

<opentext> Phil 4:1-2 So stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> I didn't think of it like that before....you mean by focusing on that loss and ruin and not going forward in the Lord?

<mizpah^> Anytime we focus on the loss...we are looking at the past.

<opentext> We know that there were no major troubles in the Church at Philippi...yet Paul had to remind a few...to keep their mind set on the Lord.

<NowFaithIs> Again with that rumble strip analogy....if someone else has taken a dive into the ditch...if we slow down to stare and watch the "accident"....we jam up traffic and are in danger of being in an accident ourselves.

<opentext> If we are focusing on the loss or the ruin.....our eyes are no longer on the deliverer, and the church is full of **looky lou's**

<NowFaithIs> We call that the "curiosity factor" here in Ma.  or "rubber necks"

<opentext> many people relish in others mistakes and hardships.  So true.

<opentext> People become looky lou's, when they are not continuing in the Word....for if they were staying in the Word, they would be praying instead of criticizing.

<NowFaithIs> Exaclty....easier to point at someone else's mistakes instead of looking in the mirror.

<opentext> This is why we must strive daily to maintain the mind of Christ.....by keeping our mind renewed in and on the Word of God.  The food that does not perish.  One thing miz has found out here working in the office....that there is usually only one physical meal break in a 12 hour day here.

<mizpah^> And also...focusing on Father...i don't realize i am missing a meal...physically.

<opentext> 1 Cor 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.  (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> That is a hard verse when we see so many walking away....to realize that our work is not in vain Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

<opentext> The world tells us there should be many.....Father tells us that ***few*** will be and are sincere.....yet who do we usually believe??

<mizpah^> Most believe the world.

<at-peace> I believe the Word of God it truth, most believe the world.

<opentext> Exactly....and we think we should be able to do more then Jesus Christ Himself did.

<opentext> Col 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> How many of us think of prayer...as fervent labor???

<mizpah^> i do

<at-peace> i do

<opentext> Eccl 12:12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. (KJV)

<opentext> And much study is a weariness of the flesh. It takes a total effort on our part, to stand fast in the Lord.  I can point a person to Father through Jesus Christ, but i can force no one to partake of the living waters.

<Ro> Do you have a definition for living waters?

<opentext> John 4:10  Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. (KJV)

Definition for living

2198  zao-

1) to live, to breathe, to be among the living (not lifeless, not dead) 

2) to enjoy real life: 

a) to have true life that is worthy of the name 

b) to be active, blessed, and endless in the kingdom of God 

3) to live, that is, to pass life, in the manner of the living and acting 

of mortals or character 

4) living water, having vital power in itself and exerting the same upon the soul 

5) metaphorically, to be in full vigor 

a) to be fresh, strong, efficient, 

b) as adjective: active, powerful, efficacious

Defintion for water.

5204  hudor-

water: 

a) used of water in rivers, in fountains, in pools 

b) used of the water of the deluge 

c) used of water in any of the earth's repositories 

d) used of water as the primary element, out of and through which the world that was before the deluge, arose and was compacted 

e) used of the waves of the sea 

f) figatively, used of many peoples

<opentext> John 7:38  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (KJV)

<opentext> Revelation 22:1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

<opentext> Aalso note...it is living water...not waters as there is but one source for  it.  As i so inappropriately said just a bit earlier.

<opentext> 1Thes 3:8  For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.(KJV)

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:1  Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Pet 3:17-18 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. (KJV)

<opentext> Today...this day, remember who is your source of strength, and stand fast in Him!!!

<opentext> Phil 4:3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life. (KJV)

<opentext> We will pick up Monday at verse 3.

