April 28

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together to share your bread of life.  We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide, as we journey through your Word this day.  Allow your Word to be our light as we travel that straight and narrow path that leads to your house.  Through Christ Jesus name we ask it in faith.

<opentext> Phil 3:10-11, That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. (KJV)

<opentext> That I may (you may) know him. So often, when we look at the Word, we think that the blessings are for everybody but us.  We think that everyone else has more then us.  We forget that **we** are saved by grace through faith.

<opentext> Philippians 3:9-14  PP5,  Faith is called knowledge, <Isa. 53:11>. Knowing Him here is believing in Him: it is an experimental knowledge of the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, or feeling the transforming efficacy and virtue of them.  Observe, The apostle was as ambitious of being sanctified as he was of being justified. He was as desirous to know the power of Christ's death and resurrection killing sin in him, and raising him up to newness of life, as he was to receive the benefit of Christ's death and resurrection in his justification. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary).  Many see one or the other, justification or sanctification, but few seek both. They either want justification, or newness of life, but seldom both; or in many instances, they want it all automatically, with no responsibility on their part.

<opentext> why is this?

<mizpah^> No patience to endure the race...they want an instant fix, instead.

<at-peace> They are lazy and want someone else to do the work for them.

<opentext> How many of us really believe that we can have the same relationship with Father, as well as walk with Father that Paul the apostle had?  

<at-peace> The studying for them.

<blessed> There's a cost involved?

<mizpah^> Right now, i can't envision having that same relationship.

<at-peace> Yes, i can do all things thru Christ, who strengthens me... i just need to seek Father much more diligently as Paul always did. 

<opentext> Yes there is a cost involved......presenting ourselves to God, a living sacrifice....and not just when we **feel** like it.  Exactly, we have to know and realize that Father is no respecter of persons.

<opentext> John 14:12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

<opentext> The works that Jesus Christ did, as well as greater works....but few of us believe this, let alone act on this.

<opentext> Isa 53:11-12, He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. (KJV)

<opentext> We seldom remember, and keep in mind, the complete redemption act that Jesus Christ did for us...(you and me).  We have selective memory, for what troubles us at the present time, rather then always keeping fresh in mind the total redemption package.

<opentext> Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

<opentext> He has delivered us...if we choose to partake of it, He will not force it upon anyone.

<at-peace> He sent His Word and healed us, and delivered us from our destructions.

<opentext> We have been translated...for that is the only way that we can have that newness of life. Exactly, Charlene.

<mizpah^> Most people feel like God is against them instead of having delivered them.  

<opentext> Delivered us from our destructions.

<opentext> Correct mizpah...most think God is testing them to see if they deserve those things that He has for His children.

<opentext> James 1:13  Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

<at-peace> Any man... not a respector of persons.

<opentext> We are never tempted by Father...there is but one that comes to steal, kill, and destroy.

<mizpah^> satan...as a roaring lion.

<opentext> he makes a lot of noise, but has no power until you give it to him.  Faith is the knowledge that we are to operate by and through, and faith only comes by hearing, and putting into practice in one's life, the Word of God. Most only use the Word to impress other people, we as Christians' should be studying for Father's approval..

<Ro> satan doesn't want us to move forward in God's promises, he likes to hold us back doesn't he?

<opentext> Exactly. He would like us to get to one place, get comfortable, and never move from there.

<mizpah^> But we can't stay in one place...we will go forward or we will go back.

<opentext> Prov 1:2-4, To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. (KJV).  To know wisdom and instruction...note, it does not say to guess at.  We are to know the Word of God. We are to gladly receive the counsel and instruction of the Word of God. The young man will cleanse his way, by taking heed to the Word of God. <Psalms 119:9>.   All too aften, we hear the Word of God, but we do not put it into practice in our own life.

<mizpah^> That takes work and discipline.

<opentext> We try to get everyone else to live it, but neglect it ourselves. Neglect not the gift that is in thee......the measure of the gift of Christ. By taking heed to the Word of God. We are to know the Word of God. We are to gladly receive the counsel and instruction of the Word of God. The young man will cleanse his way, by taking heed to the Word of God. <Psalms 119:9>

Defintion for take heed to…8104  shamar (shaw-mar'); a primitive root; properly, to hedge about (as with thorns), i.e. guard; generally, to protect, attend to, etc.: 

<Ro> It's easy to listen to It but it's when it comes to remembering It and living It, where the difficulty sets in.  How often do we think of the Word as the precious gift that it is? Exactly Ro, and that is because we do forget the precious gift that it is.

<at-peace> Yes Ro, sometimes our old stinken thinken gets in the way.

<mizpah^> i know it is, but i don't actually think about that much...i just accept it.

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> How protective of it would we be, if it was the last meal that we had?

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> Is taking heed, then, hiding the Word in your heart?

<opentext> Not only hiding it in our heart, but protecting it with our very life as well.  Again, presenting ourselves a **living**sacrifice.

<mizpah^> So, not to throw it out as pearls before swine...giving an answer only when asked.

<opentext> That also.

<Ro> How do we protect it?

<opentext> The Word of God is to be our rear guard….He is our strength…..He is our health….He is our everything, yet very seldom do we apply the Word to all. We use only bits and pieces, rather then the full Word of God.

<blessed> The problem with living sacrifices is they always want to crawl off the alter.

<opentext> Ro....by not letting anyone steal it from you.

<Ro> ok

<opentext> Sheryl...good answer...we do not want to give our all. How often have we heard people tell us, that we should not go so overboard with the Word??

<mizpah^> Bunches if times.

<Ro> oh YES often lately!

<blessed> A whole lot!

<opentext> Are they not being an emissary of the devil, and trying to steal the Word from you??

<at-peace> A few times, there are not many that i cast my pearls before here.

<blessed> It isn't very edifying that's for sure.

<Ro> Yep thats how it feels like they have taken something from you that's precious

<mizpah^> Yep, because they are causing strife instead of you having joy...our strength.

<opentext> This is the way we guard the Word....by holding onto it for the precious gift that it is.

<opentext> We forget, that when people try to talk us out of the Word, it is because they are convicted, and would rather draw you down to their level.  If they can get you to where they are, then you will not be talking or living the Word as much.

<opentext> Prov 2:10-11, When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee: (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

<opentext>   Colossians 2:3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

<blessed> Is made?

<opentext> The moment we are born again.

<mizpah^> Made available?

<blessed> Or continual?

<opentext> It is all ours, now we have to read the Christian Operational Manual (the Bible) to see how it all operates. Some people never like to read the instruction manual.....it is vital in this instance.  His people are brought into captivity for a lack of knowledge. They appear to be ever learning, but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. They have a form of godliness, but they deny the power of the living God, as so many do.

<mizpah^> Without it, we don't know our rights and authority in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext>  2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

<opentext> Profitable= advantage....for your advantage...Father already know what His Word will do.

<opentext> Psalms 119:89  For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.

<opentext> His Word is settled in heaven

<opentext> Phil 3:12, Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> have you ever noticed, how that when we try to live the Word...people will call us **goody two shoes***

<at-peace> yes

<Ro> yep or crazy!

<mizpah^> yep...cause they got dirty shoes

<opentext> and yet Paul tells us quite clearly here, that he has not yet attained....still has work to do in his life

<at-peace> their feet are not shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace

<opentext> 2638  katalambano- apprehended….to lay hold of a) to lay hold of so as to make one's own, to obtain, to attain to, to make one's own, to take into oneself, to appropriate b) to seize upon, to take possession of  2) in a good sense, of Christ by his holy power and influence laying hold of the human mind and will, in order to prompt and govern it  c) to detect, to catch  d) to lay hold of with the mind, to understand, to perceive, to learn, to compr

<opentext> Paul followed after the example of the life of Jesus Christ........

<opentext> Philippians 3:9-14  PP9, He looks upon himself to be in a state of imperfection and trial: Not as though I had already attained, or were already perfect, v. 12. Observe, The best men in the world will readily own their imperfection in the present state. We have not yet attained, are not already perfect; there is still much wanting in all our duties, and graces, and comforts.  Matthew Henry's Commentary). If and when we are truly seeking to please Father, one never thinks that he has attained it all, but rather always sees ones own short comings. Always seeing the need for more work, while at the same time always seeking one more that may be won for the cause of Christ.

How many are satisfied with where they are with their walk in Christ?

<at-peace> Not me, i know that there is always room for growth.

<Ro>  Absolutely no way!!  It's not only easy to see one's short comings,...one **knows** them.

<at-peace> There is always going to be pruning.

<mizpah^> Not me...never satisfied with where i am.

<opentext> there will be pruning when we are willing to grow.  Father will not force anything upon us. 

<opentext> Ps 103:11-13, For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. (KJV)

<opentext> If you will notice, that it is from the east to the west…if one goes north, they will eventually be going south. But at what point going east, does it become the west??

<mizpah^> never

<opentext> that is how far Father has removed our transgressions from us, when we seek Him with a pure heart.

<blessed> You mean like eternally removed?

<Ro> Wow that's far!

<mizpah^> Forever and ever.

<opentext> How often do we hear the devil tells us that Father can never forgive us for a certain thing?

<mizpah^> I've heard it...and rejected it.

<blessed> He just likes to remind me.

<Ro> He sure does.

<at-peace> He is always going to try and cause us to doubt.

<opentext> Faith comes by hearing the Word of God.....doubt and fear come by hearing the lies of the devil.

<blessed> Now I can too.

<opentext> Isa 53:5-6, But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. (KJV)

<opentext> The iniquity of us all.  Jesus Christ paid the total price, once and for all time.

<mizpah^> For the spiritual and physical.

<opentext> Isa 43:25, I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. (KJV)

<opentext> a TOTAL redemptive act...the keys of hell and death.

<Ro> Does that mean as soon as we have confessed them and asked for forgiveness?

<opentext> Exactly.

<mizpah^> Instant forgiveness and forgetfulness.

<Ro> Not until we do that right?

<opentext> I Jn 1:9-10, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. (KJV)

<mizpah^> To obtain forgiveness, we have to ask.

<opentext> Correct. Ask, and it shall be given.

<opentext> Philippians 3:13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

<opentext>  forgetting those things which are behind.

<Ro> Thats hard to do..forget.

<opentext> If Father has forgiven and forgotten, who is it that tries to take you for a walk in the boneyard??

<mizpah^> satan

<at-peace> satan and his workers.

<opentext> Exactly....only the devil and his workers deal in the past...now faith is!!!  We have to learn not only Father's forgiveness, but also His forgetfulness.   Have you ever stopped to really comprehend, that as Jesus Christ was dying on that cross, He asked Father to forgive those that had put them there??  We may forgive, but we will seldom let people forget.  Could this not be some of the things that we carry in our ***bag of cares**??

<at-peace> So, from that point on till the holy spirit was given, they were forgiven... and after that they were to seek forgiveness from Father thru Jesus Christ?

<mizpah^> Yep...and we need to cast our care on Him...get it off our backs.

<opentext> Up until the day of Pentecost, it was still under the Law....the price had been paid, but the manifestation of it had not yet come to pass.

<at-peace> Okay

<opentext> Acts 1:4  And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. They were told to ...wait....

<opentext> Phil 3:13, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, (KJV)

Definition of reaching forth

1901  epekteinomai (ep-ek-ti'-nom-ahee); reaching forth… middle voice from 1909 and 1614; to stretch (oneself) forward upon:  KJV-- reach forth.

<opentext> Most often in life we are reaching for things in the physical, rather then for that which is spiritual. Is it any wonder why there are so many problems within the church today? Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness…stretch and reach for this first, before all else!

<mizpah^> If we reach for this first...seek God first, everything else will fall into line.

<opentext>  Correct...if we do it with all of our heart.

<mizpah^> Just as He gave all...He wants our all.

<opentext> Phil 3:14, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.(KJV)

Definition of mark

<opentext> 4649  skopos ("scope")- mark…1) an observer, a watchman 2) the distant mark looked at, the goal or end one has in view

<blessed> The peak for a mountain climber.

1017  brabeion (brab-i'-on); prize…from brabeus (an umpire of uncertain derivation); an award (of arbitration), i.e. (specially) a prize in the public games: KJV-- prize.

<opentext> Phil 3:14, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high

<opentext> calling of God in Christ Jesus.(KJV)

Definition of calling

2821  klesis- calling…1) a calling, a calling to  2) a call, an invitation  a) to a feast  b) used of the divine invitation to embrace salvation of God

<opentext> What is the focus of your eyes this day??? Tomorrow we will start on verse 15.

<mizpah^> To please Father in all i say, do and think.

<opentext> Any questions or things to share??

<mizpah^> Great study...and it is great that we can take the same scriptures two days in a row and get something totally different from them.

<at-peace> Yes it is.

<mizpah^> The Bible can never get boring, because Father keeps opening up new things for us.

<blessed> I'm truly blessed by this study.  My question is, what scripture backs the statement, the physical mirrors the spiritual?

<opentext> Matthew 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

<opentext> 3 John 1:2  Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

<blessed> Thanks!

<opentext> How are those Sheryl??

<mizpah^> sheryl...if God is no respecter of persons and he didn't let the children die in the desert, then why would He allow us to starve...His children?

mizpah^ says i am absolutely wonderful in Christ Jesus and it just gets better and better!

<blessed> I really had a lot of questions over the scripture Is. 53:11-12

<blessed> I agree Miz.

<opentext> 2 Cor 9:9-10 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) (KJV)

<opentext> Matthew 4:4   But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

<blessed> That's why I said the Bread of Life is the best.  Christ is the Word.

<Ro> It's the only True food we need.  Christ is the bread of life.

<opentext> John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

(KJV)

<blessed> I really had a lot of questions about the Is. 53: 11-12 scripture?

<opentext> So often, we forget to hear what the word is saying to us, but rather only hear what others have told us.

<Ro> Is that why we feel spiritually dry when we are not living in the Word as we should? like we're in a desert.

