<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together to celebrate and share your Word of life.  We ask Father that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide this day as we study your Word.

<zealous> We ask Father for peace and unity in this group.

<opentext> We are so thankful Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through your Son Jesus Christ, and Father...we give you and you alone...all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

<opentext> When we left of yesterday, we were talking about the role of a servant for God.....and how one has to be a servant of all…esteeming everyone else above yourself.  Not always an easy thing to do.  So, often the flesh would like to take some of the bows for what Father does through us, and yet, when we observe the example that Jesus Christ set for us....He always gave the credit to Father.  He was always more concerned for others then Himself.  How many besides me find this a hard thing to do?

<mizpah^> Sometimes, i do.

<zealous> For sure!

<at-peace> Sometimes yes.

<Ro> At times.

<zealous> It's the flesh!

<Angel36> Agreed.

<opentext> It is easy to be the servant to those that we like....but what about those that we don't like...let alone our enemies?

<mizpah^> Now, that is very difficult to do.

<at-peace> It is sometimes hard to do.

<zealous> There is this lady at my church that I had a personality conflict. (she didn't know it) The Lord told me that he was going to teach me to Love her!  I could not stand her! Today... we are close friends! Thanks be to God!!

<opentext> Especially...those that get under our skin (so to speak)...or that we have a hard time with? Exactly...zealous.  We sometimes forget to keep in mind that Jesus Christ came down from His first estate....and had to humble Himself as that servant to pay our price for redemption.  And that this is the example that we are ***supposed** to follow.

<Angel36> Think how many HE had conflict with!

<mizpah^> i know that's right, Angel36.

<zealous> Think about what it means to have "the mind of Christ"! Never ever "getting even.

<Angel36> Jesus was always in tune with The Father.

<at-peace> Yet, he allowed himself to be guided by the Holy Spirit... and not get guided by the flesh .

<opentext> To have the mind of Christ, means to ***always*** be led by the Spirit of Christ.

<mizpah^> Yes, He allowed himself to be led...He had a choice, too.

<opentext> We have spurts and sputters of this...and hopefully as we grow in the Word...they get longer in length each time.

<zealous> Yet He said... Not my will, but the Father's.

<Angel36> Jesus also had choices to go either way???

<opentext> Just think if we stopped to hear Father's will, every time before we acted or reacted?

<mizpah^> …and then obeyed...

<at-peace> It would make things so much simpler.

<zealous> Peaceful world!

<opentext> Col 3:2-4 et your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. (KJV)

<opentext> If we would remember to keep our minds set on things above....where we should be seated with Christ Jesus.

<Ro> Amen.

<Angel36> With all this worldly advertisements it is so hard!

<opentext> Ephesians 2:6  And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

<zealous> We must remember that we are spiritual beings trapped in this human flesh!

<opentext> Phil 2:5-6 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: (KJV)

<opentext> Exactly.....for as many are led by the Spirit of God, they are the children of God.

<zealous> Spirit soars....flesh falls!

<mizpah^> That is why we should live in the Spirit, not the flesh.

<zealous> Amen!

<opentext> Phil 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: (KJV)

<opentext> But made himself of no reputation. Here is where the hard part comes in.....have you ever stopped to really comprehend all that this part of the verse says?

<zealous> He wanted to Glorify the Father.

<opentext> Born in a stable......lived a life of poverty.....had no place to lay His head.

<Angel36> Think of all the things WE have today.

<opentext> He was always concerned for the needs of others...

<at-peace> Did not get caught up in the riches of this world.

<opentext> exactly angel...

<zealous> It's like... when we do something, we want only Jesus to be seen!

<opentext> The more ***conveniences that we seem to get....the further and more time they take away from our fellowship with God.  We will do things for others....after we have taken care of ourselves.

<Angel36> We can get caught up with TV, computer.

<opentext> Very easy to give someone $5 when you still have $50 in the wallet....but what if it was all that you had?

<zealous> Did you ever accomplish a great project, and then wonder why no one even gave you credit for it??

<mizpah^> Like giving somebody your time, when you feel rushed, already.

<opentext> Very good points.

<opentext> By doing all things unto the Father through our mediator Christ Jesus....this is how we put on the mind of Christ.

<zealous> Then the Lord sets you down and says, this was done through you, by me.

<opentext> By making sure that Father gets all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving.

<Angel36> I want to give; yet, my husband won't allow me.....then what do you do?

<zealous> Angel you can give more than money

<opentext> angel...you can pray.....and that is a lot more than most will give.

<mizpah^> You are giving just by being here..you are giving your time to Father.

<opentext> As well as sharing and being an encouragement to the others that are here.

<Angel36> I understand.

<opentext> Keep setting the example...and allow the light of Jesus Christ to shine through you.

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12-13 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.  (KJV)

<opentext> Note...be thou an example..***.of the believers***

<opentext> Phil 2:7 and took upon him the form of a servant, (KJV)

<Angel36> He washed His Disciples feet.

<opentext> In our world and society today....usually the goals are to get others to be servants to us...to see how much wealth that one can amass. Exactly angel....being the servant in all that we do.  If we recall, Paul is writing this epistle in prison.

<mizpah^> That makes it all the more compelling.

<opentext> Finding another opportunity to be an encouragement to those that were free.

<Angel36> How can anyone be so up when they're in prison?

<opentext> How many of us would be thinking of others if we were sitting behind bars??

<mizpah^> We would probably throw a part...a pity party.

<opentext> The joy of the Lord is our strength.

<Ro> AMEN!

<Angel36> I go to many pity-parties that I throw!

<opentext> Joy is of the Spirit.

<zealous> Some of us are behind bars spiritually and that's why we don't do anything for others!

<mizpah^> Pride gets in the way, zealous.

<zealous> That's right and fear! Some people fear rejection.

<mizpah^> Which neither are from Father.

<zealous> amen

<opentext> Even i grumble at times about getting up at 4:30 each day to moderate the studies here....many days like today...would have liked to stay in bed. There are so many ways that we can be a servant....but the are no trumpets or banners when doing it unto the Lord.

<opentext> the more that we get the Word alive in our lives....the easier it gets to become that servant that Father has asked us to be.

These 3 fingers get tired easy...hehe.

<at-peace> Seek ye first the kingdom of God.

<opentext> Matthew 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

<at-peace> Where is this verse..... thank you!!!

<Ro> We don't need others approval if we have His, that’s all that counts.

<at-peace> Been looking for it.

<mizpah^> Amen, Ro.

<opentext> 2 Tmothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<Angel36> He knows where our hearts are, too.

<opentext> Who's approval is it that we are seeking when we study???

<Ro> Father's alone.

<mizpah^> Father's!

<zealous> Believe me it does get easier as we grow in years of service to Him.

<at-peace> Only Fathers.

<opentext> angel...yes...we often times forget that Father does know the thoughts and intents of our heart...but we think that we can hide things from Him.

<Ro> Our heart is transparent to Him...sometimes a scary thought, but good to remember.

<opentext> Phil 2:7-8 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to keep fresh in our hearts and minds....how Christ Jesus lowered Himself in stature and estate, to do what Father asked of Him, that we again might have the fellowship that we do with Father.

<at-peace> He was made a little lower than the angels.

<opentext> Exactly, charlene.

<opentext> Often times, we do not think or ponder all that He did endure for us, let alone the sufferings at the end.

<at-peace> The end of his suffering in the flesh is what most people remember.

<opentext> Isa 42:1-2 Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. (KJV)

<opentext> If we will also recall, that before Pontius Pilate...He witnessed a good confession....how much did He say?

<mizpah^> Nothing.

<Angel36> I would have had a zillion excuses.

<at-peace> He said "Thou sayest" to Pontius.

<opentext> As we all do at times, angel.

<opentext> How many times do we have to justify ourselves..or have the last word??

<Angel36> Amen.

<mizpah^> We think we do, but we don't and shouldn't.

<at-peace> ummmm.... sometimes.

<Angel36> Again.....pride.

<Ro> Only Christ can justify us, we can't justify ourselves.

<mizpah^> That's right, Ro.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Isa 49:7 Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee. (KJV)

<at-peace> If not renewed in the Word of God.

<at-peace> We want the last word.

<mizpah^> Father will have the last word, though.

<at-peace> Yep.

<Angel36> The Father will have the last word for ALL.

<opentext> It is easy to be a servant when everyone is speaking highly of you...and saying nice things about you....but what about when the roles are reversed??

<Ro> Then, we want to hide and not serve anyone but ourselves.

<mizpah^> That is when you rely on Father's grace to get you through.

<opentext> When is the last time that you prayed so hard that you sweat blood??

<at-peace> never

<mizpah^> uh...never

<Angel36> surely not me

<opentext> Or...worked up a sweat?

<zealous> nope

<Angel36> not me again

<mizpah^> Nope...not that, either

<Angel36> I get lazy too many times in prayer.

<opentext> We so often hear the words that are in the Bible, but we fail to hear the depth that is in here. We do not hear or comprehend what it is to be that servant that Father is asking of us.

<mizpah^> I know we fall far short of that.

<opentext> Heb 2:14-15 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. (KJV)

<Angel36> How do you lift Others' when you're down?

<mizpah^> Great scripture!!

<opentext> It comes with practice angel.....learning to pray for the needs of others before oneself.

<opentext> 1 Timothy 2:5  For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

<at-peace> Pray without ceasing.

<opentext> We have to always remember who are mediator is......and it will cause us to have a clearer focus.  And...remember that we no longer have the spirit of fear.

<opentext>  2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

<Ro> Yes cuz we can't go to Father thru any other but thru Christ.

<opentext> power= Christ...1cor 1:24

<opentext> love= for God so loved you...John 3:16

<opentext> sound mind= when we keep our mind renewed by the first 2.

<Angel36> Can Satan read our mind?

<opentext> no....

<opentext> Phil 2:7-8 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. (KJV)

<opentext> So, as we go into this day.... ask Father for His help on how today you can be a better servant for the work of His kingdom.

<Angel36> Carry our own cross daily.

<mizpah^> We don't have to carry a cross...that has already been done.

<opentext> Start by working at being nice ...with the love of Christ.... to one that you have a hard time with.  It is easy to do good to those that we love or like...but what about those that we are at odds with...of look down on.

<mizpah^> I can do it...may grumble, which isn't good, but i can do it

<Angel36> example those at work that are a thorn in my side?

<opentext> Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

<opentext> Exactly, angel.  Pray for those that despitefully use you.

<at-peace> Yes, we all can if we look to Father for patients and guidance thru Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Bless those that persecute you.

<Angel36> ouch!

<opentext> Keep in mind, how on the cross, Jesus Christ asked Father to forgive those that had put Him up there.

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:24-25 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; (KJV)

<opentext> Note...gentle unto ***all*** men, and of course the ***p*** word.

<mizpah^> p…p…p…p…patience

<at-peace> lol

<Ro> argh!

<mizpah^> lol

<opentext> Note the start of verse 25...in meekness.  So, as we go  into today....let us try to be that servant for Father...a true representative for Him.

<mizpah^> Saying and doing only what Father would have us say and do.

<opentext> tomorrow morning we will start at Philippians 2:9

