<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the fact that we are able to gather together, and study your Word by your Holy Spirit

<opentext> we ask Father that your Holy Spirit be our guide as we adventure through your Word, and we are quick Father to give you and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 2:20-22  For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.  For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.  But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel.(KJV)

<opentext> We left off here yesterday seeing that Paul did not have many that he had full confidence as well as trust in.  In verse 22 we see that Paul says...But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father.   What do you think the word proof means there??

<mizpah^> evidence

<opentext> ok

<at-peace> to prove true

Definition for prove

1384  dokimos-

1) accepted, particularly of coins and money. 

2) accepted, pleasing, acceptable 

In the ancient world there was no banking system as we know it today, and no paper money. All money was made from metal, heated until it was liquid, poured into moulds and allowed to cool. When the coins were cooled, it was necessary to smooth off the uneven edges. The coins were comparatively soft and of course many people shaved them closely. In one century, more than eighty laws were passed in Athens, to stop the practice of shaving down the coin.  Money-changers were men of integrity, who would accept no counterfeit money. They were men of honor who put only genuine full-weighted money into circulation. Such men were called "dokimos" or "approved". --Donald Barnhouse

<mizpah^> Same definition as for approved

<opentext> So then...as we look at this definition....we see that Paul was saying of Timothy...that he would always give them the full truth.....and not shave bits and pieces off of the Word of truth.  That he would always put forth the Word so that it was of full benefit to the hearers.  So often when the gospel message is preached...the full truth is not made known...and so the people are cheated.  A good example of this...is if we ask how many wise men were at the manger scene?

<Angel36> good example

<opentext> Matt 2:11  And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. (KJV)

<opentext> And since we know that the wise men were never at the manger...as well as the fact that the number of them is never mentioned, other then that we know there was more then one.  So...as we see...someplace along the line...bits and peices of the truth were shaved off.  So, of they never made it to the manger...why do we show them around there?

<mizpah^> man's doctrine

<Angel36> is this were Tradition ties in?

<at-peace> over the years the truth has been distorted

<Angel36> example: Mary to the Catholics

<opentext> Yes..the tradition and doctrines of man.

<mizpah^> yes, Angel, this is tradition, but not scripture.

<opentext> This is where man has added to the Word.  This is why we can look at the following scripture...and now hear the importance of it.

<opentext> 2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<Angel36> Where cults take off as well?

<opentext> Eactly.  This is why Paul shares with us in this verse with Timothy, that we study for Father's approval only.  As soon as we study to try to please man....our motives are wrong, as well as our focus

<opentext> when we hold fast to the truth of the Word...are we going to be widely accepted?

<mizpah^> not at all

<at-peace> no

<opentext> 2 Timothy 4:16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.

<Angel36> The world will look at us differently.

<opentext> Can you ever imagine Paul saying that his first answer of the Word...no man stood with him, but rather all men forsook him?

<mizpah^> i am beginning to understand that more and more.

<Angel36> How lonely that must have been.

<opentext> Phil 2:22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel. (KJV)

<opentext> So. as we hear this verse, we see that Timothy held fast to the same high standards that Paul had, for on ewho would share the Word of God.  We very seldom think of all that Paul went through to get the gospel message out to the Gentile world.  How many of you would be willing to take the cruise to Rome that Paul did?  Knowing that you would be going as a prisoner...not on any cruise line?

<Angel36> I still would stay in the comfort of my home.

<opentext> We have a hard time comprehending any adversity for the sake of the Word of God.

<Angel36> Doesn't the evil one want to use us a punching bags?

<mizpah^> Which seems odd to me, since everybody else that stood for the Word of God endured persecution.

<opentext> Phil 2:23 Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I shall see how it will go with me. (KJV)

<opentext> John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

<opentext> The Word tells us plainly...that all those that live Godly in Christ Jesus...shall suffer persecution.

<Angel36> Does that mean in our daily walk?

<opentext> Jesus Christ Himself tells us...that if they persecuted Him, they will also persecute us.  angel....yes we will encounter that daily.  Some days will be a bit rougher then others.

<mizpah^> angel, it may be somebody chuckling at you one day, and another day, a major attack.

<opentext> John 15:20  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.

<opentext> One thing we can be sure of, that Jesus Christ never said that we would win any popularity contests serving Him.  So often when we look at the life of Paul.....we only see all of the neat insights that he was able to share with us in the Word.  We do not see or hear all that he went through to get the Word out.  Even as we study this book to the Philippians....we fail to remember that he is writing this while in prison.  How many of us could keep such an upbeat demeanor...sharing the gospel from prison?

<mizpah^> i would be writing it to one of the churches i was not pleased with, to get out my frustrations.

<opentext> Exactly, miz. It would be hard for us to keep up our **joy in the Lord***, and yet this is where our strength is.

<opentext> Phil 2:23 Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I shall see how it will go with me. (KJV)

<opentext> Also notice...that Paul is going to send him, as soon as he sees how it was going with him.  So, we can hear that Paul was not yet certain how long he would yet be alive, and yet in the next verse...he exudes confidence that he will be around to share the Gospel another day.

<opentext> Phil 2:24  But I trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly. (KJV)

<opentext> Phil 2:25-26 Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants.

<opentext> 26For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had been sick. (KJV)

<opentext> How and why would someone be sick, when hanging around Paul??

<mizpah^> i would think that Epaphroditus was letting Paul's affliction bother him.  He was getting discouraged.

<opentext> That could be a part of it. Can we operate on anyone else's faith?

<mizpah^> nope

<at-peace> no

<at-peace> That he had let the Word slip a little?

<opentext> Exactly...we have to study for Father's approval......we have to be the one to seek that personal and intimate relationship with Father.  Charlene...it could be that...or it could be that his faith was not yet developed to the point to believe God for himself.

<at-peace> k

<opentext> How is our faith developed?

<at-peace> Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.

<mizpah^> By hearing and hearing by the Word of God, and then continuing in that Word.

<opentext> Exactly...we have to hear the Word, and allow it to renew our mind each and every day.  How often have we ever looked at someone else and thought within ourselves....i wish i had the faith so-and-so has?

<Angel36> all the time

<mizpah^> i have

<at-peace> ummm... yes

<opentext> And when you accepted Jesus Christ, did you get all of Him or part of Him?

<at-peace> all of Him

<mizpah^> all of Him....but...

<opentext>   Ephesians 4:7  But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

<mizpah^> It takes time to develop that faith.

<opentext> So we received Christ without measure.

<opentext> Rom 12:3 soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. (KJV)

<opentext> We have been dealt the measure of faith.

<at-peace> There is no limit.... I can do all things through Christ, who strengethens me.

<mizpah^> Don't we still have to develop that faith?

<opentext> Now it is up to develop that faith....to get to know the Word of God on a personal basis...so that we have confidence in it.

<mizpah^> ok

<opentext> How many  times when we pray...do we really expect an answer...or just really hope that we get one??

<mizpah^> i count on it...most of the time.

<at-peace> i trust that the Lord will answer, in His time... not mine.

<Angel36> we may not even see the answer right?

<at-peace> But... we also have to have ears to hear what his answer is, whether we like the answer or not.

<mizpah^> that could be, angel.  And if we don't see the answer, it doesn't mean He didn't answer.

<opentext> So then, as we can see...it takes time in the Word for us to develop that relationship with Father.

<zealous> sometimes His answer is "wait.

<opentext> To develop that confidence that he does hear and answer.

<mizpah^> Right, zealous...that is the hard part to accept.

<opentext> Many times His answer is wait....but most of us lack patience.

<mizpah^> eeks!

<at-peace> lol... yes that is true.

<mizpah^> That word!

<opentext> Especially in our societies today...where we have instant everything.

<Angel36> Patience is the toughest word to accept.

<zealous> Please Lord, give me patience, but I want it right now!

<opentext> We have been taught to want and get everything ....**right now!!** Exactly, zealous.

<Angel36> In the fast lane society.

<opentext> The trying of our faith works what???

<at-peace> patience

<mizpah^> p p p p patience

<at-peace> lol, miz

<opentext> The word trying in that verse means to temper...to harden. As we establish ourselves on that Rock...we become immovable in what Father reveals to us....it becomes a way of life.  This is why each day in the Word, we need to ask Father to open at least one verse to us, to continue to build upon the foundation of Christ.

<opentext> Phil 2:26-27  For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had been sick.  For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.  (KJV)

<opentext> Any of you here been real sick since you have accepted Father's gift of salvation...besides me??

<Angel36> Sick...meaning I started getting migraines and it continues?

<zealous> He healed my pancreas.

<opentext> That will do angel.

<mizpah^> i have a little...not much, though.

<zealous> He is faithful.

<opentext> Psalms 107:20  He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

<at-peace> No... not much at all.

<opentext> This is hwere we need to build our confidence in what the Word says.....we have to learn to hear it for ourselves.

<at-peace> If i start feeling like a cold is coming on.... i don't accept it and i don't get the cold.

<opentext> The point i was trying to bring out, is that we all see what the Word says...and can believe it for everyone but ourselves in most instances.  We always feel that everyone else has a closer relationship to Father then we do.

<zealous> Most of the time it is because we think we aren't worthy.

<opentext> Exactly.

<at-peace> that is so true, opentext.

<opentext> We forget that Jesus Christ is our righteousness.   This is what gives us our authority to go boldly before the throne of grace.

<opentext>  Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

<opentext> How many of us go **boldly** before the throne??

<mizpah^> i do most of the time.

<opentext> Not as a spoiled child...but rather as one that knows their rights and authority through Jesus Christ?

<zealous> We need to start seeing ourselves as Father God sees us.  Covered by Jesus' blood.

<opentext> A real good way for us to look at the New **testament**is if we under stand what a testament is.

<mizpah^> Yes, zealous...as His child who has inherited everything.

<opentext> Testament is a will.  It is a will that is made available to each and every believer.  In it are all the things that you have inherited as a child of God by adoption.  How many of us have taken the time to go through it, to see all that has been **given** to us?

<mizpah^> I'm working on it.

<at-peace> There is so much... am working on it everyday.

<opentext> Phil 2:28-30  I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful. Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation: Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life, to supply your lack of service toward me. (KJV)

<opentext> It is interesting, as one studies the Word...to notice that Paul would always accept the services offered by the Philippians...and yet would refuse it from others...why would this be??

<mizpah^> Because he knew they were giving from the heart and listening to Father...others were doing it for their own gain or glory.

<opentext> exactly.  It is never the size or quantity in what we give to Father...it is the motive and intentions of the heart.  Giving ourselves fully to whatever Father asks of us.

<zealous> Scripture says that sometimes we pray amiss…with wrong motives.

<opentext> zealous...very true.  And James says further, because we consume it upon our own lusts....self needs…rather then for the good of the body of Christ.  I can think of a few times in the ministry, that i have gotten sick...and it was because i had gotten ahead of Father...and was trying to help Father out, rather then being patient, and waiting on Fathers time.  It is not always easy to wait on Father's time...today, let us try to be patient....and hear all that Father has for us.  Tomorrow, we will start in Philippians chapter 3.

<zealous> may I share something ?

<opentext> Any questions...or anything to be shared??  Sure zealous.

<zealous> We were talking about praying with wrong motives, I recall when I was praying for my husband's salvation.  The Lord said I was praying for it out of selfishness for a happier marriage instead of praying for his salvation for his benefits.  Many times we are very selfish in our prayers...very good point.  What an eye opener that was!

<zealous> and one other thing...On building our faith...Testimonies a very good faith builders, if you have a testimony, always share it with others, it builds their faith.

<opentext> It is hard to remember to be the servant that Father has asked us to be.

<opentext> Testimonies can encourage one....but faith is only developed by hearing the Word...Rom 10:17.

<zealous> There is a scripture that says that we overcome by the blood of the lamb and the word of our testimony.

<opentext> As i look at what Paul shares in his epistles...it provokes me to seek that kind of relationship with Father.

Definition for testimony

3144  martus-

a witness: 

a) in a legal sense 

b) an historical sense, 

one who is a spectator of anything, for example, of a contest 

c) in an ethical sense, 

those who after his example have proved the strength and genuineness of their faith in Christ by undergoing a violent death

<opentext> it is from the same word for witness

<opentext> Rev 12:11  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. (KJV)

Definition for testimony in this verse is as follows

3141  marturia-

1) a testifying; 

the office committed to the prophets of testifying concerning future events 

2) what one testifies, testimony, that is, before a judge

<opentext> And in this verse...the word testimony actually means mystery.

<opentext> 1 Corinthians 2:1  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.

