<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and all the blessings that you have given us this day.  We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide, as we study your Word this day.  Let our hearts be filled with your joy and your love, that we might bemore faithful servants for you kingdom.





<opentext> Phil 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; (KJV)





<opentext> we left off here yesterday.....and here we hear and see Paul's prayer for the church here at Philippi. How often do we see today, people make this kind of prayer for anyone?


<at-peace> not often


<opentext> Most often, preachers do not want anyone to have the knowledge that they do, but rather only give the people enough to keep coming back, and to be dependent upon them.  Yet, here we see Paul pray that their love and knowledge and judgment may abound.





<opentext> Colossians 2:3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  The more we see the love of God..John 3:16, the more we are able to see all that is afforded to us through Jesus Christ. The more we understand how much Father loves us....the more we will be able to operate in His knowledge, just as Paul did, and as he tried to teach all those that sat under him.  This verse always pulls at my heart strings, because i see Paul's diligence and faithfulness to all saints.


<at-peace> He was being a servant whole heartedly for Father and not for his own self.  


<opentext> He wanted everyone to see and understand the Word as he did.  Exactly, Charlene.  And what an example for us to follow.


<at-peace> yes





<opentext> Phil 1:10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; (KJV)


<Ro> yeah


<opentext> What do you think Paul means here by approve?


<at-peace> discern


<opentext> Exactly.





Definition for approve


1381  dokimazo-


1) to test, to examine, to prove, to scrutinize (to see whether a thing is genuine or not), as metals 


to recognize as genuine after examination, to approve, to deem worthy





<opentext> So, we can see here, Paul telling them to check out or test, all that he preached to them...just as the Bereans did, and only having the oT...this took quite a bit more diligence on their part.


<Hischild> And pray for moral discernment.


<opentext> Exactly...both moral and spiritual discernment.


<Hischild> yes


<opentext> This too is the way we should be every time we hear the Word taught, we should go to the Word to see that all that we hear lines up totally with the Word.  We have to remember who it is we are studying to please.





<opentext> 2 timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.





<opentext> Yet, so often, we study for some other persons approval, rather then that of Father.





<opentext> Phil 1:10 that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; (KJV)





<opentext> Notice the last half of the verse.  That we be sincere and without offence......what do you think Paul means here.


<NowFaithIs> Being truthful in all things and causing none to stumble.


<Hischild> We should live each day as though he could return at any minute.


<opentext> Exactly.





Definition for sincere.


1506  heilikrines-


1) pure, sincere, unsullied 


2) found pure when unfolded and examined by the sun's light





Definition for without offence.....


677  aproskopos-


1) having nothing to strike against, not causing to stumble 


a) used of a smooth road 


b) metaphorically used of not leading others to sin by one's mode of 


life 


2) not striking against or stumbling; 


metaphorically, not led into sin, blameless 


3) without offense, not troubled by a consciousness of sin





<opentext>  So, then we can see, that we have to let the Son of God test our motives.....and be pure before the Lord as we share the bread of life.  We know that none of us are perfect, therefore, we have to recognize, and realize that we are responsible for what Father has asked of us.  As well as convicted us of, as to what He will hold us responsible for.  Each and everyone of us is at a different stage in our walk with God.


<at-peace> That we may be blameless in the day of Jesus Christ.


<opentext> Exactly...that we would not lead **one ** of His little ones astray.  In life, we can have opinions about anything and everything, but when it comes to the Word, we can only share and teach the areas that Father has taught us in.  Those areas that are real and alive in our lives.





<opentext> Phil 1:11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. (KJV)





<opentext> Note the first part of the verse...being filled....a present ongoing process.  And where does our righteousness come from??


<at-peace> Christ


<NowFaithIs> Christ


<Ro> Christ





<opentext> 2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.





<Rem> above


<Hischild> The Lord





<opentext> 1 Corinthians 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 





<opentext> So, as we can see where our right standing with God comes from and through.  This is what gives us the ability to go boldly before the throne of grace in a time of need.


<NowFaithIs> We received all righteousness when we received *the measure of the gift of Christ*....we are filled with the fruits of that righteousness as we grow in the Word and it becomes real in our lives.


<opentext> correct michie





<opentext> Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.





<NowFaithIs> I see...neat


<Hischild> AMEN


<opentext> If we had to get their on our own merits, we would never make it.


<Rem> we have none


<opentext> So, next time you look at verses 9 through 11, remember how Paul prayed for the saints at Philippi, and remember this is the way we should remember all of the brethren.





<opentext> Phil 1:9-11 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. (KJV)





<NowFaithIs> our righteousness is of filthy rags


<Rem> that is why we seek His righteousness


<opentext> exactly


<Hischild> to be able to come to Father





<opentext> 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.





<opentext> Phil 1:12-13  But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; (KJV)





<opentext> What do you think that Paul is talking about here?


<NowFaithIs> I don't know


<Rem> The position he was in - lead to many hearing the words of faith.


<Hischild> He trusted his life circumstances to God.


<opentext> What all happened to Paul at Phillipi, the word is not totally clear about...but we do know that he suffered persecution there.  Very good answers.  As we should all trust Father...no matter what the situation or circumstances are.





<opentext> 1Thes 2:2 But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. (KJV)





<opentext> How often do we remain bold in our profession of faith, once the persecution starts?


<NowFaithIs> not often


<at-peace> Much more that we used to... growing daily.


<Rem> ?? hope to do well


<Hischild> I become still.


<opentext> Human nature wants all the friendship and companionship that it can get, yet, as we serve God through Jesus Christ, we are able to see that the closer we grow to God, the further away from us most people want to be.


<Hischild> Yes





<opentext> 2 Cor 12:15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. (KJV)





<NowFaithIs> He held fast his profession of the gospel and Father was able to use that to further the gospel through whatever Paul endured.


<opentext> Have you ever stopped to think what it was like for Paul, after being a priest and Pharisee, and then to all of a sudden be rejected by most?? Exactly, michie. 





<opentext> 2 Tim 4:16-17 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. (KJV) 





<opentext> We do not very often think of the fact that no one wanted to hear the message that God have given Paul, but as we look closely at the Word....it gives us a deeper understanding of how and why he was a prisoner of the Lord.  The more knowledge that he gained of the Word, the more he knew and understood that he could not return to his old way of life.


<Rem> like us


<opentext> exactly Ro


<at-peace Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.





<NowFaithIs> Heb 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, (KJV)





<Hischild> AMEN


<opentext> It is never easy on the flesh when people turn against the Word......but this is where we have to hold fast our profession of faith without wavering.





<opentext> Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;).


<at-peace> Grounded and settled in Gods Word.





<opentext> Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;





<NowFaithIs> If we are moved away from the gospel of peace due to someone's unbelief...the next person that would have heard...is neglected,


<opentext> Correct.....as well as what happens to our faith in God.





<opentext> Phil 1:13-14 So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. (KJV)





<opentext> As we become bolder in the Word....doesn't our confidence in the Word affect those around us?


<Hischild> We encourage each other.


<NowFaithIs> As they saw and witnessed Paul's unwavering confidence no matter what came his way, it caused them to be bold and confident as well.


<opentext> Exactly, Hischild.  Very good answers.


<NowFaithIs> It sure does.


<at-peace> Yes, it does.


<opentext> Our zeal towards God, by His Word...will have an effect on those around us.


<at-peace> We are allowing ourselves to be an example.  Exactly.


<opentext> And the more of a role of a servant we take on, the more what we live and preach will affect others.


<NowFaithIs> As I look at the example of someone's confidence and what effects it had on my spiritual growth, it also encourages me to not only have that same confidence, but to display it because I know it could have the same effect on someone else...furthering the gospel.


<opentext> Note the close of verse 14... are much more bold to speak the word without fear.





<opentext> 1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.





<opentext> 2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.





<opentext> Christ is the power of God.


<Hischild> Thank you Lord.


<opentext> Love is recognizing that He sacrificed His Son in our behalf.


<NowFaithIs> Sound mind---we have the mind of Christ.


<opentext> The sound mind comes, when we renew our mind in and on the first 2.  Exactly, michie. This is why it is so important for us to renew our mind daily within the Word.


<at-peace> There is no greater love than that of Father.


<NowFaithIs> where fear is replaced with faith.


<opentext> To keep our hearts and minds focused on Him.





<opentext> Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.


<Hischild> So we can live for Him.


<opentext> Exactly....for we are bought with a price, and we are no longer our own.  We need to present ourselves to Father....a living sacrifice....and we have to be living in the Spirit of God to be alive


<opentext> for as many as our led by the Spirit of God...are the sons of God.





<opentext> Psalms 119:9  Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.





<opentext> we not only have to hear the Word of God, but have to allow it to become a daily way of life.


<Hischild> The Word shall set us free.


<opentext> Exactly.





<opentext> John 8:31-32  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;


<opentext> And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (KJV)





<opentext> His Word is truth!!!


<Hischild> amen





<opentext> Phil 1:14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, (KJV)





<opentext> What do you think Paul means here by waxing confident??


<Hischild> Living confidently?


<at-peace> Continuing to be confident.


<opentext> What does wax do when it sets???


<Hischild> Harden.


<at-peace> It hardens.


<opentext> Exactly...set in its way.





Defintion for waxing confident....


3982  peitho (pi'-tho);


a primary verb; to convince (by argument, true or false); by analogy, to pacify or conciliate (by other fair means); reflexively or passively, to assent (to evidence or authority), to rely (by inward certainty): 


KJV-- agree, assure, believe, have confidence, be (wax) conflent, make friend, obey, persuade, trust, yield.





<opentext> When you see someone else be bold in and by the Word...what does it do for you???


<Hischild> Encourage me.


<opentext> Exactly.......you feed off of their confidence.


<Ro> Challenges me.


<opentext> And Paul constantly pointed them towards the Word...thus their confidence in the Word grew.  We should be contagious with the Word to those around us, but that can only as our confidence and boldness in the word develops.


<Hischild> Only by staying in the Word ourselves.


<opentext> Exactly. ***if*** we continue in the Word.


<Hischild> yes


<opentext> We have to study for Father's approval......man we can fool, God we cannot.


<Hischild> What so ever yet do in private, He will reward openly.


<opentext> Exactly....doing it before Father...not man.





<opentext> Phil 1:14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. (KJV)





<opentext> As we realize that His kingdom is not of this world....what can man do to us???? send us home???  What is there to fear???


<Hischild> nothing


<at-peace> nothing


<Hischild> Perfect love casts out fear.


<opentext> Exactly.  So, today...this day...let us become set in ***our*** working knowledge fo the Word of God.


<Hischild> yes


<opentext> Tomorrow morning we will cover these verses.





<opentext> Phil 1:15-19 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will: The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of the gospel. What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, (KJV)





<opentext> Anything anyone wants to add to this mornings study?? or anything else they would like to share??








