<opentext> Father...we thank you for this day Lord, and all of the blessings that you have poured out on your children.  We thank you for this opportunity to gather together to share your bread of life.  We ask Father that your Holy Spirit be our teacher and our guide through your Word this day, and that Father, we would give you and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> An interesting thing about this epistle of Paul's to the Philippians, is the fact that it is his one epistle that does not address any pertinent problems with the local body of Christ.

In all of his other letters, we see him having to take to task the church, with certain areas that are blatantly out of line.  Yet in this book, we see a deep love and gentle exhortation to them, to continue as they are doing, and to keep their focus in the love of Christ.

<opentext> Phil 1:29-30, For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me. (KJV)

<opentext> In today’s church, we do not hear much about suffering for the sake of the Gospel, and yet, Paul makes it known here, that we should count it an honor and privilege to suffer for Him.  Most times when we hear of suffering, we hear those that will complain and murmur, and ask why are they going through that.

Definition of suffer:

3958 pascho (pas'-kho); suffer…including the forms (patho (path'-o) and pentho (pen'-tho)), used only in certain tenses for it; apparently a primary verb; to experience a sensation or impression (usually painful): KJV-- feel, passion, suffer, vex.

<opentext> In today’s world, most of the suffering is an emotional or mental suffering, since the Church is an accepted role today....and it is not legal in most countries to beat or flog people for their beliefs.  Yet, how many of us would have been set for the defense of the Gospel as Paul was, and rejoice in the persecution and sufferings as he did?

<NowFaithIs> not sure

<Ro> not I

<mizpah^> That's really difficult to do and we forget how much Paul went through.

<opentext> Many of us are unaware of the fact, that the early Christians were persecuted in many ways.....and at times even used as the torches for the evening games.  This is why we can never learn enough of the Word......and establish our selves in the truth of God's Word, for we never know how fast things can change in this world.

<opentext> Acts 5:41-42, And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Even in today’s world, we will not do anything to cause ripples....for we never want people to look down at us.

<NowFaithIs> being politically correct

<opentext> Yet, look at the example that we have from the early church. Exactly...and not making waves.

<opentext> Rom 5:3, And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; (KJV)

Definition for tribulation.

2347  thlipsis-

1) a pressing, a pressing together, pressure 

2) metaphorically, oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress, straits

<opentext> And of course, notice after tribulation...our favorite ***p***word

<NowFaithIs> lol

<Ro> it stood out like a sore thumb :-)

<opentext> James 1:2-3, My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. (KJV)

<opentext> Interesting, how the half brother of Jesus of Nazareth, would be so quick to point this out after observing first hand his brothers life.

<mizpah^> That is because we have to really hear Father during our trials and temptations.

<NowFaithIs> Yes, miz, and patiently hear Father all the way through and not get caught up in our physical circumstances.

Definition for trying

1383  dokimion-

1) the proving 

2) that by which something is tried or proved, a test

<opentext> lol miz...no when i say people are trying...i do not always mean it in that sense.

<mizpah^> o, thanks

<opentext> 1 Pet 4:13-14, But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. (KJV)

<opentext> We hear about living for the Lord all of the time, but we very seldom hear any messages on suffering for Him.

<mizpah^> That's because people want a feel good gospel.

<NowFaithIs> To me, it only makes sense....if the Spirit of Christ dwell in us and we are living for the Lord....the creep isn't going to be happy....if I am not enduring sufferings...I have to wonder why.

<opentext> Exactly.

<opentext> Phil 2:1, If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, (KJV)

<opentext> What do most of us think of when we see the word ....consolation?

<NowFaithIs> ummm...consolation prize?!

<opentext> yes, that is what most would think.....

<mizpah^> comfort

<mizpah^> unity

Definition for consolation

3874  paraklesis- consolation…1) a calling near, summons, (especially for help)  2) importation, supplication, entreaty  3) exhortation, admonition, encouragement  4) consolation, comfort, solace; what affords comfort or refreshment,  thus of the Messianic salvation (so the rabbis call the Messiah the Consoler, the Comforter)  5) persuasive discourse, stirring address; instructive, admonitory, conciliatory, powerful hortatory discourse.

<NowFaithIs> miz, did you peek?!

<mizpah^> nope

<opentext> So, we can see then from Isa 9:6...what the Lord was referring to.

<opentext> Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

<opentext> And now we can see in John's gospel, that He is our comforter.

<opentext> John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.  (KJV)

<opentext> John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:  (KJV)

<opentext> John 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> Philippians 2:1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,

<opentext> If any comfort of love....what do you think the word comfort means here??

<mizpah^> Console

<Faith_Is> Doesn't comfort mean the same as consolation?

Definition of comfort

3890  paramuthion-comfort…..persuasive address

in other words....does our life really reflect that of Jesus Christ.

<mizpah^> Not carnal minded,but spiritual minded.

<opentext> Is it a persuasive life, or one that is only an outward act....not from the inner man.

<opentext> 2 Cor 1:5-7, For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation. 

<opentext> I can remember when i first became a Christian....I used to think that serving Father was winning every argument.  And always coming out on top in the midst of any debate.

<mizpah^> At least you knew enough to argue.

<opentext> It was a hard thing for me to learn to be silent, and only have an answer when asked.  My idea was chopping people into little pieces, just as i did when i served the devil.

<opentext> II Th 2:16-17, Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work. (KJV)

<opentext>  In every good word and work. It does not say every word or work...but every ***good*** word or work.

<opentext> (philippians 2:1) If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, any fellowship of the Spirit,

<opentext>  To have fellowship...we have to be led by the Spirit of God.

<opentext> John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

<opentext>  Any bowels and mercies.

<opentext> (4.) "Any bowels and mercies, in God and Christ, towards you. If you expect the benefit of God's compassions to yourselves, be you compassionate one to another. If there is such a thing as mercy to be found among the followers of Christ, if all who are sanctified have a disposition to holy pity, make it appear this way." How cogent are these arguments! One would think them enough to tame the most fierce, and mollify the hardest, heart. We must esteem others in lowliness of mind better than ourselves, be severe upon our own faults and charitable in our judgments of others, be quick in observing our own defects and infirmities, but ready to overlook and make favourable allowances for the defects of others. We must esteem the good which is in others above that which is in ourselves; for we best know our own unworthiness and imperfections.  (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> I though Matthew Henry explained it very well....so will not add to that.  We sometimes fail to hear and remember what Christ Jesus suffered on our behalf.

<NowFaithIs> wow

<opentext> Isaiah 53:5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

<opentext> Isaiah 52:14 As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:

<opentext> Note, that His visage was so marred, that he was not recognizable as a man.

<NowFaithIs> visage?

<opentext> His form as a man. Not recognizable as a man after the  beating that was inflicted upon Him.

Definition for visage

4758  mar'eh-

sight, appearance, vision 

a) sight, phenomenon, spectacle, appearance, vision 

b) what is seen 

c) a vision (supernatural) 

d) sight, vision (power of seeing)

<Weebie> I think sometimes as christians we forget, to look at exactly what christ did for us.

<opentext> Yes, many times we do, and fail to remember what He went through in our behalf.

<NowFaithIs> Well...we see many artist renditions of the crucifiction, but do not see the brutality in those pictures of what really occurred.

<opentext> Philippians 2:2  Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.

<opentext> And we are not talking about honda's here.

<Weebie> lol

<NowFaithIs> <head in hands>

<opentext> Paul was saying that to fulfil his joy.....to be partakers of the sufferings that Christ Jesus went through in our behalf.  For if we keep that in mind, we will not be as quick to deny Him.  We will be more apt to put up with the abuse and ridicule that we must endure at times.

<mizpah^> It does tend to sober one's ego when he/she remembers what Christ Jesus went through for our sakes.

<opentext> And this is usually one of the frist things that we forget. This is why we have to keep our minds renewed with the Word.

<opentext> Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.

<opentext> Probably one of the toughest verses for most in this book.

<NowFaithIs> To live, yes.

<opentext> If we stop to think of the role that Jesus Christ took upon Himself as a servant......for ALL mankind, and as He lifted all closer to Father....this is the example that we should all follow.  We see this in the life of Paul also....how he would become the servant of all, that he might win one more.

<mizpah^> Gal 2:20-21 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. (KJV)

<Weebie> How tired you are from being a servant.

<opentext> And it all comes back to operating in the love of God...not the love of the world. We should be seeking the praises of God...not the praises of man.

<Weebie> I need to learn that, I don't always need mens praises.

<mizpah^> It is only by seeking and serving Father that we can expect to enter the Kingdom.

<NowFaithIs> Even when men curse us and buffet us, we have to remain faithful, grounded and not moved from what Father has asked of us.

<opentext> Philippians 2:4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.

<opentext> Easy to always put our own wants and needs first,  but quite another to put the needs of the body of Christ first.  Just as Paul could have complained about being in prison....and mumbled and grumbled...instead of hearing Father to pen a book such as this, of such love and exhortation.

<mizpah^> In every persection, he looked for opportunities.

<opentext> Exactly...always seeking one more.  As we get further into this book, we will see and understand why Paul had such a love for this church. Monday, we will get into some of the background of the Philippians, and then thuesday, we will return to the text...starting there with the mind of Christ.  This is an excellent place to stop...for when we resume, we will see how and why Paul talks of the mystery with the Philippians.

