PHILIPPIANS

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time that you have blessed us with to fellowship together.  We thank you for your Holy Spirit who you have sent as our teacher and our guide through your Word.  We thank you Father for all that you have blessed us with this day, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ our Lord.

<opentext> Phil 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<opentext> Many times....we know a verse very well, but do we really hear all that the verse is saying to us??

<mizpah^> nope

<opentext> Phil 1:3-5 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; (KJV)

<opentext> All to often, we hear the message in a certain verse.....yet...we have not taken the time to hear all that it is trying to tell us.  When i look at verse 3....and what Paul is saying...you know that he meant it.  That upon every time that he thought of them, that he did hold them up in prayer. Can we say the same about all of the brethren??

<mizpah^> probably not

<opentext> Phil 1:1-2 Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> And if we start all the way at verse 1 & 2....what do you notice??

<NowFaithIs> He remembered *all* the saints in Philipi?

<opentext> Did you notice...that he puts the saints, bishops and deacons....above him and timothy??? They are but servants.

<NowFaithIs> oh yes, ok.

<opentext> And one can only be a servant by....Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, andfrom the Lord Jesus Christ. Have you ever tried to be a servant by your own merits apart from God??

<NowFaithIs> yes

<mizpah^> yes

<opentext> Does it work??

<mizpah^> no

<NowFaithIs> umm...nope

<NowFaithIs> Because then you are looking for rewards from men.

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> (doing alms before men to be seen of men)

<opentext> So, then....as we look at the next 3 verses in the role of a servant....we see it in a whole new way.

<opentext> Phil 1:3-5 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,

For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; (KJV)

<opentext> Here we can see Paul lifting them up.....as a servant should.  In verse 4...what do you think request means??

<NowFaithIs> hmmm

<NowFaithIs> Ask of something expecting to receive?

<opentext> yes...

Definition of receive

1162  deesis-

1) need, indigence, want, privation, penury 

2) a seeking, asking, entreating, entreaty to God or to man

1162  deesis (deh'-ay-sis);

from 1189; a petition: 

KJV-- prayer, request, supplication.

<opentext> If we think of Paul's closing remarks to the Philippians...we can remember ....with prayer...supplication...with thanksgiving.  Here at the start of the letter, we see it in action.

<opentext> Philippians 4:6  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

<NowFaithIs> Also Philippians 4:8 would come into play in that too.

<opentext> Yes...for only a servant would think on the good things.

<opentext> Phil 1:5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> One cannot lift another up in prayer with thanksgiving if they are murmuring or disputing.

<opentext> Exactly.  What does fellowship mean to you??

<NowFaithIs> Intimate relationship.

<mizpah^> Sharing in spirit.

<opentext> Both correct.

Definition of fellowship

2842  koinonia (koy-nohn-ee'-ah);

from 2844; partnership, i.e. (literally) participation, or (social) intercourse, or (pecuniary) benefaction: 

KJV-- (to) communicate (-ation), communion, (contri-) distribution, fellowship.

<NowFaithIs> Partnership, like our partnership with Father through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Could this be why Jesus Christ stated who it was that was His family...in the manner that He did??

<NowFaithIs> yes

<mizpah^> yes

<opentext> And with this in mind then, we can also relate that it was the Philippians that Paul did not have to take to task.  Rather...he shares in their joy, and steadfastness in the Word.  So then as we get to verse 6, we can see it in somewhat of a different view.

<opentext> Phil 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Seeing this verse not just for one's self, but for the saints that are being held up.  

<opentext> Being confident of their fellowship in the gospel, from the first day until now....now faith is.  We are family...we are a team...we are only as fast as the slowest member.  The moment we think of ourselves more highly then we ought, is when we are no longer doing the role of a servant.  What does it mean to be confident???

<mizpah^> To be free from doubt or anxiety.

<NowFaithIs> Assured, convinced, no doubt.

Definition of confident

3982  peitho (pi'-tho);

a primary verb; to convince (by argument, true or false); by analogy, to pacify or conciliate (by other fair means); reflexively or passively, to assent (to evidence or authority), to rely (by inward certainty): 

KJV-- agree, assure, believe, have confidence, be (wax) conflent, make friend, obey, persuade, trust, yield.

3982  peitho-

1) persuade 

a) to persuade, that is, to induce one by words to believe 

b) to make friends of, to win one's favor, to gain one's good will, or to seek to win one, to strive to please one 

c) to tranquilize 

d) to persuade unto, that is, to move or induce one to persuasion to do something 

2) be persuaded 

a) to be persuaded, to suffer oneself to be persuaded; to be induced to believe: to have faith (in a thing) 

1) to believe 

2) to be persuaded of a thing concerning a person 

b) to listen to, to obey, to yield to, to comply with 

3) to trust, to have confidence, to be confident

did you notice 1b...the def given???

b) to make friends of, to win one's favor, to gain one's good

will, or to seek to win one, to strive to please one

<opentext> How good of a servant we are, is going to be reflective by our confidence in the Word....our relationship with Father.

<opentext> Phil 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you.  (KJV)

<opentext> If we are of the good seed...from the beginning....there then has to be good fruit.  The key is to be continuing in the Word....in the role of a servant....a worker in the vineyard.  Whose vineyard is it that we are working in?

<NowFaithIs> His

<opentext> When we work on our own things....we tend to get a bit lax at times.  If we keep in rememberance whose vineyard it is...we have a tendency to do a little bit better work.  Note in the verse...who it is that has begun the good work in you???

<NowFaithIs> He

<opentext> exactly.  So as we remain a servant.......to He who has begun the good work.

<opentext> Phil 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV)

Definition of perform

2005  epiteleo-

1) to bring to an end, to accomplish, to perfect, to execute, to complete 

a) to take upon oneself 

b) to make an end for oneself, to leave off 

2) to appoint to, to impose upon

<NowFaithIs> teleo...finished, perfect

<opentext> When Father gives us His Word....what kind of confidence do we have in it???

<NowFaithIs> Is that word derived from teleo? Perfect confidence.

<opentext> Yes....but it is used in the continuing sense.

<mizpah^> I have absolute confidence in Father's Word.

<NowFaithIs> right...ok

<opentext> If we continue in the Word...then...Father will continue His work.

<opentext> Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. As we keep seeking...Father keeps adding.  The more of a role of a servant we take on, the more that we lift up above us....the more the over flow.  What happens when we try to get to the head of the pack...so to speak??

<mizpah^> We don't get the overflow...we don't even get the flow.

<NowFaithIs> We leave others behind and step on them, rather than lift them up and we are not blessed.

<at-peace> We are leaving those behind that may be in need of hearing Gods Word.

<opentext> Exactly....we are then as the laborers that grumbled about their wages. It is then that we forget that it is **the body** of Christ. Have you ever grumbled about your wages????

<mizpah^> yes

<at-peace> ummmm..yes

<opentext> If we remember who are source is....will we be as apt to grumble???

<mizpah^> nope

<at-peace> nope

<opentext> Was just chuckling about in the physical the wages i have gotten the last 3 years. Father is very capable of providing, if we stay out of the way.

<NowFaithIs> Those physical wages have been enough for what you have need of.

<at-peace> That was only because he listened and trusted Father completely .

<opentext> Phil 1:6-7 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. (KJV)

<opentext> Notice the close of verse 7. Paul shared of ALL the grace that had been given him. What do you think partaker means there??

<NowFaithIs> One who joins in equally.

<mizpah^> Somebody that shares in or joins in.

<NowFaithIs> partner

Definition of partaker

4791  sugkoinonos-

participant with others in anything, a joint partner

<opentext> When most people get any kind of power or authority....do they usually hold everyone else as equals???

<Manta> Depends what kind of person

<NowFaithIs> no

<mizpah^> most usually not

<Manta> exacly

<Manta> That’s what i thought.

<opentext> And yet, here at the start of this book....we see Paul totally as a servant.....sharing all that he has with the Philippians....as equals. Most ministers think of themselves as above the people, rather then as a servant.

<NowFaithIs> He didn't place himself above as an apostle, and the others below him.

<Manta> Because he was humble.

<opentext> exactly.  How many ministers do you hear able to make the statement that Paul did...to be a follower of him, as he was of Christ???

<NowFaithIs> Not many at all.

<mizpah^> i would never follow the majority of ministers the way i follow Christ.

<Manta> nothing

<opentext> Mark 9:35  And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.(KJV)

<opentext> Mark 10:44  And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.(KJV)

<NowFaithIs> Jesus Christ who thought it not robbery to be brought a little lower than the angels....and Paul a follower of Christ.

<opentext> exactly...

<opentext> Setting the body of Christ's needs...always above his own.

<opentext> Phil 1:8-9 For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; (KJV)

<opentext> How much does your love abound for the brethren??  Are you willing to share all that Father does with you?

<NowFaithIs> more and more

<opentext> If you are, do you do it freely and willingly??

<NowFaithIs> More so now, and prayerfully even more.

<mizpah^> As Father directs us to do.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:7  Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely? (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:18-19 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. (KJV)

<opentext> Note...that he would not abuse his power...and also.....he made himself ...servant to all.

<NowFaithIs> That would be also to say...not to abuse where Father has brought you through His Word, correct?

<opentext> Correct.  Not to hold it over people…not to say...look who i am.

<NowFaithIs> Not to lord over your faith, but be a helper of your joy.

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> What if one won't receive?

<opentext> Paul did not charge for that which Father freely gave him....but rather wanted everyone that would listen...to know all that he did...and even surpass him.  If one does not receive...we are to shake the dust off...recall our peace...and move on.

<NowFaithIs> Even in the brethren?  

<opentext> We have to remember that we are to inquire who is worthy...not cast our pearls before the swine.  We always have to be sure that we are doing the role of a servant, when we present it, so that our motives will not be mistaken.  How many years do you think it took Paul to learn the role of a servant???

<NowFaithIs> many

<opentext> Many times people think they get to that stage.....and are not yet there.....as i have many times.

<mizpah^> It must have been very difficult for Paul since he was chief among the pharisees and if he can do it…

<opentext> I am always examining my motives...to see if i am presenting it with the right attitude....with a humble and contrite heart.

<opentext> Phil 1:9-10 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; (KJV)

<opentext> At the end of verse 10.... be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ, and this is where we will start tomorrow morning. 

