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11 March, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this time this day, to gather together to share your Word, the very essence of life itself. With open hearts and ears, we come before you that we might receive that daily bread that you know that we have need of. As fast as we ask Father, we give you and you alone all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord…

<opentext> Phile 1:3-6, Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers, Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints; That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.

 (KJV)

<opentext> Now, one thing that i want to bring out here, before we get into today's study, is that we have to take note of how Paul is addressing Philemon, in comparison with how he addressed the elders at Galatia, do we see a difference between the two?

<at-peace> yes

<renewed> Paul acknowledges Philemon's faith and maturity in the Lord ...  he called the Galatians foolish and bewitched

<mizpah> yes...with the Galatians he established who he was in Christ...an apostle, in Philemon, he establishes himself as a servant

<opentext> but, but, both are letters of correction

<renewed> it is being able to hear Father for what is needed in each situation ... and how to address it

<at-peace> they had to written in a way that was for those whom Father was having him correct

<mizpah> yes, but relating to them the way Father knows they need to hear the correction

<help-fish> the Galatians and were walking in the flesh, Philemon is in the spirit

<opentext> all good answers.... the key is, to see how as helen said, one was listening with the physical ear and emotions, while the other was still listening in the spirit... just as with as miz has shared with us, if we listen to the chastening or correction, then there is no need for the spanking. however...if we ignore the correction, then look out, because the next word from Father is not going to be as pleasant.  

<opentext> any here ever ignored the correction?

<mizpah> uh, yeh

<ready2> sure

<renewed> yes

<shama> yes

<mizpah> i got my share of spankings

<at-peace> at times

<kenny> yes

<diligently> yes

<opentext> Prov 9:9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.  (KJV)

<opentext> Prov 25:12-13
As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear.
As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger to them that send him: for he refresheth the soul of his masters.  (KJV)

<opentext> Phile 1:3-5,  Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers,  Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all saints; 

<opentext> let's look at a few comments by Matthew Henry

<opentext> Our prayers and praises should be offered up to God, not for ourselves only, but for others also. Private addresses should not be altogether with a private spirit, minding our own things only, but others must be remembered by us. We must be affected with joy and thankfulness for any good in them, or done by them, or bestowed on them, as far as is known to us, and seek for them what they need. In this lies no little part of the communion of saints. Here is the circumstance: Always making mention of thee. Always-- usually, not once or twice only, but frequently. So must we remember Christian friends much and often, as their case may need, bearing them in our thoughts and upon our hearts before our God.  (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> How often is that we pick and choose who we think we should pray for, rather than asking Father, or even allowing the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us?

<shama> sometimes

<mizpah> often

<diligently> sometimes, but i do ask Father lots

<at-peace> we are learning each day to allow the Holy Spirit to lead and guide me

<diligently> He brings people to my mind

<opentext> Eph 6:18, Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;   (KJV)

<opentext> as the end gets closer, we will see less and less that are sincere in their search as well as relationship with God. Times have only gotten worse since those days that Paul wrote, so it is vital  that we remember to hold up all those that know and operate in the fulness of the mystery of the gospel. Often we get so caught up in our own problems, that we forget about the rest of the body of Christ......it is only as we give of ourselves, that it can be given back in a good measure

<opentext> Col 1:3, We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, (KJV)

<opentext> We see Paul praying for a Church he had never visited in the flesh, yet knew by the Spirit to pray for them and hold them up, no different than it is with the brethren in Finland who many of you have not met, yet pray for them daily. Many here have never met in the flesh, yet we know the bond of peace that does indeed bind us together in Christ.  

<opentext> 1Thes 5:17-19, Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. (KJV)

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> what does quench not the spirit mean?

<opentext> def. for quench...

4570  sbennumi-to extinguish, quench: a) used of fire or things on fire; to be quenched, to go out   b) metaphorically to quench, to suppress, to stifle; used of divine influence

<opentext> in other words....not lo let the light of the glorious gospel of Christ in you to be put out

<diligently> ok thank you

<opentext> Do we always try to be encouraging and building up the brethren, or are we always ready to tear down?

<labourer> o/

<opentext> yes mike

<labourer> if someone comes to our mind, do we grumble or pray for them:

 grumble = quench the spirit pray allow the Spirit to continue to flow  :o)

<opentext> good analogy

<labourer> its fresh in my heart :o)

<opentext> Have we forgot whose Church this is? Have we forgot who it is that adds to the Church daily, as He sees fit, not as we dictate or take body counts?

<opentext> Zech 6:12,  Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and​ he shall build​ the temple of the LORD: (KJV)

<opentext> It is as Charlene shared the other morning, while Jesus Christ was here on this earth, He had no place to lay His head....since the sacrifice was not yet paid, there was no heart that He could make His abode within.

<opentext> Heb 3:4, For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God. (KJV)

<opentext> Acts 2:47,Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. (KJV)

<opentext> It is His work, His field and we are to be working in His field......

<opentext> Rom 11:5-6, Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. (KJV)

<opentext> There is a remnant by grace, not by how or when man has decided or numbered.....and this is why it is so important to pray for one another as we see the example that Paul set. Not only here in Philemon, but also in all of His epistles...even though at times he was asked to bring a harsh word.

<opentext> Eph 5:25, Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; (KJV)

<opentext> Eph 5:32, This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (KJV)

<opentext> How often have those of us here, had a rough time, or a lack of peace when we have not been able to have fellowship with one another?

<renewed> many times

<shama> yeah, heaps of times

<help-fish> yes...many times

<mizpah> i have

<at-peace> yes, many times

<labourer> :o)

<kenny> many times

<ready2> yes

<opentext> So then, we can see that which Paul is directing us to do, we have to remember, that not all have been asked to walk the walk that Father asked of him.

<diligently> build up each other daily, yes

<opentext> Phile. 1:6 That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> de for communication....

 2842  koinonia- fellowship, association, community, communion, joint participation, intercourse

a) the share which one has in anything, participation   b) intercourse, fellowship, intimacy.  the right hand as a sign and pledge of fellowship (in fulfilling the apostolic office)  c) a gift jointly contributed, a collection, a contribution, as exhibiting an embodiment and proof of fellowship

<opentext> Phile 1:6 praying as I do, that their participation in your faith may result in others fully recognizing all the right affection that is in us toward Christ.(Weymouth)

<opentext> Phile 1:6 that the fellowship of thy faith may become working in the full knowledge of every good thing that [is] in you toward Christ Jesus; (Young's)

<opentext> How often do we think of communication of our faith as described above?

<labourer> Weymouth, never heard it like that before

<mizpah> i don't think i thought of it as that personal and intimate before

<opentext> To most, don't they consider this, about gathering at some building, and only becoming emotionally involved, rather then intimately?

<mizpah> yes

<help-fish> never thought of it a personal and intimate before...but how intimate are the thoughts and intents of the heart

<opentext> If we do not become intimate spiritually within the body of Christ, how can we ever expect to hear the Holy spirit on who to pray for let alone be effective?

<renewed> never thought of it as others actively participating in your faith ...

<mizpah> we can't

<at-peace> we can't

<opentext> 1 Cor 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.  (KJV)

<shama> with most people...the last thing they will do for you is pray...they first want to gossip and criticize you

<opentext> exactly steph

<opentext> 1 Pet 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: (KJV)

<opentext> unless the communication of our faith is effectual, why would anyone ever ask of the hope that is within us?

<help-fish> they won't

<mizpah> they wouldn't

<shama> they wouldn't

<at-peace> they wouldn't

<kenny> they would not

<diligently> no they wouldn't

<opentext> 1Pet 3:15 and the Lord God sanctify in your hearts. And [be] ready always for defence to every one who is asking of you an account concerning the hope that [is] in you, with meekness and fear; (Young's)

<opentext> Just as with a bill of lading that describes the good within a package, our lifestyle should be an open bill of lading declaring the work of Christ within us. If our faith is not open and effectual, people can not see the hope of glory within us.

<opentext> Phile. 1:6  That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> So then, we are able to see why Father had Paul address Philemon this way......asking Philemon what his lifestyle in keeping slaves was saying to others.

<opentext> So then, we are able to see why Father had Paul address Philemon this way......asking Philemon what his lifestyle in keeping slaves was saying to others., was it an effectual communication.

<mizpah> yes

<help-fish> yes....it showed others that it was ok

<opentext> Just as in our own lives, when Father chasten or corrects us, do we stop to examine ourselves...or do we look for that problem in others?

<help-fish> we had better be looking for it in ourselves

<shama> examine myself

<diligently> yes helen

<labourer> back to quenching the spirit or allowing it to work

<mizpah> if we don't examine ourselves, we are going to miss something from Father

<help-fish> yes miz...and He may not show it to us a second time

<opentext> good answers.... And this is what we see Paul doing in a very tactful as well as diplomatic way in addressing Philemon, and the problems that were within his house.  yes judy

<diligently> o/

<diligently> why is it i natural for us to look for the same trouble in others?  not natural but our flesh want to.

<opentext> Because then we do not have to clean up our own back yard. It is always easier for the flesh to find the problem with someone else

<diligently> we really have to call upon Father in times like them.  Yes, and it hurts

<opentext> That is why the Lord said for us to remove the beam in our own eye, before we go looking for the sliver in someone else's.

<diligently> yes

<opentext> In my own life, when i see what I think is something wrong in someone else's life, i go look in the mirror first, and then when i clean it up in my own life, and then go back and look at what i thought i saw in someone else, 99% of the time it was never there.

<diligently> oh my…lol

<help-fish> when we see something wrong with someone else, it is usually a reflection of something in us....if we clean up ourself, and set the new example...it usually disappears in them too

<diligently> yes

<opentext> Phile. 1:6 That the communication of ​thy faith may become effectual​ by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> How effectual, will you be this day, in communicating your faith in Christ?

<labourer> :o)

<opentext> we will close here for today, and start here gain Monday, and questions from today?

<shama> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<shama> when we are corrected,....should we check first with Father to make sure it's from Him rather than someone just criticizing us???

<opentext> yes

<opentext> Rev 3:19-20 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  (KJV)

<shama> and we will know His peace if it's from Him?

<opentext> Father will knock at the door of our heart, and ask us to open the door to His correction.  man will try to hammer their thoughts and ideas into us.  does that help steph

<shama> yeah thanks

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> so many times my heart has told me Fathers family should be ( just all what this study has been on) everything…and the different churches i have went to I would tell them this.  They would laugh at me and say "not now on earth". i just would be telling them that we need to be really loving each other. they would say "oh judy".  and Fathers Word say that we should, be

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:16-17 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.  (KJV)

<diligently> they just would some it up with "your never going to find a perfect church on this earth, so give it up".

<opentext> Paul had the same problem then, that no one wanted to hear that which Father had opened to him by the Spirit...have times changed...NO...man is still as hard hearted and as stubborn as ever

<diligently> yes larry and they will tromp (walk in a stomping manner) right over us, but Father won't let them, ha?

<opentext> there were only 8 aboard the ark after Noah preached righteousness for over 100 years, and the Lord said it would be the same in the end times, and that is where we are at.....just as Father has said, there will be a remnant

<opentext> Matt 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  (KJV)

<diligently> amen yes thank you Father

<opentext> Matt 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church;​ and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it​. (KJV)


<opentext> if we hold fast in Christ...we will finish the good fight of faith, just as Paul did

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: (KJV)

<diligently> wow! Fathers Word says it all!!

<opentext> the measure of faith, is the measure of the gift of Christ.....and the gates of hell....shall NOT prevail against those that are in His body.   very good questions and comments today

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> in the verse that says our faith will be effectual...the last one you put up...if we don't acknowledge the good work Father has done in us, does that mean our faith can't be effectual?

<opentext> would that not be the same as burying the talent in the backyard? and any talent we have, is the work of Christ within us

<mizpah> if we aren't acknowledging the good work in us, we are

<opentext> exactly

<mizpah> so, we can't communicate our faith effectively

<opentext> exactly

<mizpah> wow

<opentext> we can not be ashamed of the work that Father has started in us...otherwise we will end up like the Galatians...beginning in the Spirit, and then reverting to the emotions and the flesh

<mizpah> right

<opentext> does that help miz?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> how do we become intimate in our relationship (faith) with all of our brothers and sisters... we have tendencies at times to stick to those who were instrumental in bringing us to the Lord or that we find a common bond with... is it learning to leave the 99, in search of the one? or in other words not limiting ourselves or Father?

<opentext> Eph 4:3-6 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  (KJV)

<opentext> it is learning to operate where Father asks us to...not where we think we should be

<at-peace> okay, thanks

<opentext> on my last journey to Minnesota, i stopped and saw someone who was very instrumental in pointing me to the Lord in the beginning....but Father showed me how this man was like the Galatians and only had but head knowledge of the Word...and i was not to stop there again. it hurt the flesh, because of how much Father had used him in the beginning.....but that this person was now on spoiled milk. If we allow our feelings and emotions to rule, we can end up in the wrong place, with the wrong people and

 influences.....this is why we have to allow the Spirit to lead us and guide us into all truth

<opentext> does that help Charlene?

<at-peace> but, what about those who are still continuing in the Word?

<opentext> we fellowship with all saints.....but we keep at the task that Father has asked of us. it is ONE body of Christ...but many members...

<at-peace> okay

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes, miz

<mizpah> how do you communicate our faith, whether effectively or ineffectively, in prayer?

<opentext> isn't my walk going to be reflective of my prayer life...or fellowship with Father?

<mizpah> yes

<mizpah> does communicate there mean praying?

<opentext> Jesus Christ did that which He saw Father do, and only spoke that which he heard Father speak...that is our example.  

<opentext> def. for communicate.....

<opentext> 2842  koinonia-fellowship, association, community, communion, joint participation, intercourse

a) the share which one has in anything, participation

b) intercourse, fellowship, intimacy the right hand as a sign and pledge of fellowship (in fulfilling the apostolic office)

c) a gift jointly contributed, a collection, a contribution, as exhibiting an embodiment and proof of fellowship

<opentext> it is the intimacy that i have with Father through Jesus Christ that is going to speak to the one more that is seeking Father's help

<mizpah> to me...when i see that definition, i see communication amongst the brethren and working as a team member

<opentext> it will not speak to those that think they have it all, or want nothing to do with Father, and it is only as we stay on the meat of the Word that we will be able to maintain our discernment

<opentext> Heb 5:14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
 (KJV)

<opentext> i can only be effective amoung the brethren, as i am intimate with Father...if there are no other questions, we will open the channel for fellowship

<shama> an awesome study...thanks

<diligently> very good study thank you

