Bible Study for 31 March, 1999

<mizpah> Father, we come boldly before your throne of grace today, thanking you for another opportunity to serve you and partake of the Bread of life that you are offering. We ask that each person that receives these words will receive them with an open heart and mind, and we give you all the thanks, honor and glory in the precious name of your Son, Jesus Christ… 

<opentext> Phile 1:10-12  I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds: Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me: Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels:  (KJV) 

<opentext> several things to note here in verses 10 and 12....Paul considers Onesimus his son, and verse 12, that he was from the very depths of his heart, the inner man that developed this new creation...the gospel message of Jesus Christ. Many times we think of everyone else being a little more special in God's eyes than ourself. 

<opentext> John 1:12-13 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even- to them that believe on his name-: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. (KJV) 

<opentext> Note: but as many as ***received*** Him...to them gave He power...!  Cor 1:24, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

<opentext> John 1:12-13   But all who have received Him, to them--that is, to those who trust in His name--He has given the privilege of becoming children of God; who were begotten as such not by human descent, nor through an impulse of their own nature, nor through the will of a human father, but from God.(Weymouth) 

<opentext> I like the way that Weymouth translates it....a privilege... 
<mizpah> we usually don't think about it being a privilege 
<helpmate> no we don't 
<opentext> the **new man** is not of human descent....nor by a mere impulse....nor determined or dictated by any man.....but it is **the gift** of God 

<opentext> Rom 8:14-15  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  (KJV) 

<opentext> Rom 8:16-17  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.  (KJV) 

<opentext> we are...the children of God....we are heirs.....yet....most only hope that it will happen...rather operating in now faith! also note...that we suffer with Him....the rejection by most of mankind...of the Son of God. 
<labourer> and the suffering that comes with resisting sin 
<opentext> Many times, people are given the impression by many preachers, that once you are born again, all of your problems will disappear. Just as Jesus Christ was rejected and despised, so was Paul rejected and despised by the majority, just as you and i will be.....by relying in and on Father's strength, to overcome the world , just as Jesus Christ set the example in which we can follow. Do you think Onesimus had the 
 delusion that now that he had many of the insights as Paul, that he was going to go out there and be sought by people for the truth, or do you think he realized what Paul was going through for the sake of the gospel? 
<diligently> i think he realized 
<mizpah> i think he realized what paul was going through, and knowing that, paul called him a son in the faith 
<shama> i think he would've known 
<at-peace> i think he realized it 
<helpmate> if he did indeed meet paul in prison...he already knew what he was also going to go through 
<opentext> How about you, are you beginning to see and understand, that serving Father through Jesus Christ, is going to cause you also, to have to lay down your life, in becoming a servant, as well as a prisoner of the truth? 
<at-peace> yes 
<diligently> yes 
<helpmate> yes 
<shama> yes 
<mizpah> oh, yes...very much so 

<opentext> Gal 3:26-27 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  (KJV) 

<opentext> Gal 3:28-29 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.  (KJV) 

<opentext> you are children....-by faith-, just as the seed of Abraham is faith....believing God, and then receiving His promise by faith.... 

<opentext> def. for -heir-..... 
2818  kleronomos- 
1) one who receives by lot, an heir 
a) an heir 
b) in Messianic usage, one who receives his allotted possession by right of sonship 
2) one who has acquired or obtained the portion allotted to him 

<opentext> Phile 1:11-12 Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me: Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels: (KJV) 

<opentext> in times past...before Onesimus became an heir...before he understood his adoption into God's family... most men want people to follow them, Paul here, was showing how he wanted people to follow the message of being an heir, a joint-heir with Christ. To recognize and grab hold of all that Father has made available to us, and how to put it into operation in our life, and what it takes to keep it in operation.  . 

<opentext> Gal 4:5-7 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir  (KJV) 

<at-peace> o/ 
<helpmate> yes charlene 
<at-peace> in verse 7 it says thou are no more a servant.... is that meaning a servant to this world? 
<opentext> charlene...correct...we are no longer in bondage...to this world 
<at-peace> thanks 
<opentext> How often do we assume, or take for granted that which we have received? 
<diligently> i think i do at times. some times i don’t know for sure what i have received 

<opentext> Eph 4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to -the measure of the gift- of Christ. (KJV) 

<opentext> Judy...can you measure the knowledge and wisdom of Christ? 
<diligently> no.  if i read my Bible then i can? 
<opentext> and yet, you received......-the measure of the gift- of Christ. 
<diligently> :-) 
<opentext> so each day as we learn and grow in the Word, we find out more of what we have received, or inherited, as a child of God, a joint-heir with Christ. 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> so then i received it ALL even if i do not for sure even under stand just all that was included in what i have received? 
<opentext> correct...and that is why we read and study for Father's approval...so that the eyes of your understanding may be enlightened further, in all that you received in -the measure of the gift- of Christ. 
<diligently> :-) thank you 

<opentext> Col 2:9-10 For in Him dwelleth -all the fulness -of the Godhead bodily. And- ye are complete in Him-, which is the head of all principality and power: (KJV) 

<opentext> I Jn 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (KJV) 

<diligently> \o/ 
<opentext> So often, we have been told, or even want the world to accept us because of what we have seen and understand in the Word. Yet we see John clearly tell us, that the world did not know Him, therefore they will continue to reject those that know Him. 

<opentext> I Jn 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (KJV) 

<opentext> 1John 3:1-2-3  See what marvelous love the Father has bestowed upon us--that we should be called God's children: and that is what we are. For this reason the world does not recognize us--because it has not known Him.  Dear friends, we are now God's children, but what we are to be in the future has not yet been fully revealed. We know that if Christ reappears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is. (Weymouth) 

<opentext> I like the way that Weymouth says that in verse 1 there...what marvelous love.....don't we sometimes take this love for granted? 
<at-peace> yes 
<diligently> i don’t want to ever , take it for granted. 
<shama> yes and we often don’t recognize how great it is 

<opentext> Rev 21:7-8 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  (KJV) 

<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes Judy 
<diligently> that is interesting that Father dislikes fearfulness just as much as all those other things that he hates. 
<opentext> yes, we have to understand that all of those things are characteristics and traits of this world...and we know that those that are in the flesh...cannot please God 
<diligently> yes 
<helpmate> perfect love casts out all fear 
<diligently> wonderful helen 

<helpmate> I Jn 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.  (KJV) 

<opentext> Phile 1:12 Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels:  (KJV) 

<opentext> so as we see here, just as Father sent His son Jesus Christ, Paul was also sent by Father, and now Paul was sending out Onesimus with this same message of grace and love. 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes Judy 
<diligently> oh my,,, and what is perfect love ? 
<opentext> Christ...is Father's perfect love 

<opentext> John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  (KJV) 

<diligently> ok ..yes  i do under stand that totally 

<opentext> I Jn 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  (KJV) 

<diligently> yes  :-) 

<opentext> in John 3:16, we see Father's love by giving His Son, and in 1John 3:16, we see that to have that love as Father and Christ did, then we too have to be willing to lay down our life for the brethren.we will close here for today...and some of us may be dumped here shortly....as our ISP is widening the bandwidth this morning.  any questions from today? 
<shama> it was an excellent study 
<opentext> says, joyful to be of service! 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> so getting rid of fearfulness, is it as simple as....just don’t be fearful...and then we have perfect love? of course Praying for Father’s strength because with out him i can do nothing 

<opentext> 2 Tim 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power(Christ the power and wisdom of God), and of love(God so loved us that He sent His Son to pay the price for us), and of a sound mind(when we renew our mind in and on the first two).(KJV) 

<diligently> so what does it mean when i am be fearful…what am i doing wrong? 

<opentext> 2Tim 1:7  For the Spirit which God has given us is not a spirit of cowardice, but one of power and of love and of sound judgement.(Weymouth) 

<opentext> Judy, as we grow in the Word, it shows us how to overcome these fears 
<diligently> ok i see…thank you 
<opentext> any other questions? remember, tomorrow is Q & A day. 

