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March 3, 1999

<mizpah> Father we thank you for this opportunity to gather together and partake of the meal you have prepared.  We ask that each person have sensitive ears to hear what You would have them learn and give you all the praise, honor and glory in the name of Jesus Christ...

<opentext> Phile 1:1-2, Paul, a​ prisoner​ of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and ​fellowlaboure​r, And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our ​fellowsoldier​, and to the​ church in thy house​: (KJV)

<opentext> Prisoner…1198  desmios (des'-mee-os); from 1199; a captive (as bound):  KJV-- in bonds, prisoner. 1199  desmon (des-mon'); or desmos (des-mos'); neuter and masculine respectively from 1210; a band, i.e.​ ligament (of the body)​ or shackle (of a prisoner); figuratively, an impediment or disability: KJV-- band, bond, chain, string.

<opentext> We know that the body of Christ is made up of many members....but what i have noticed that those that are called into the ministry such as Paul....they are like the ligament...which helps tie many of the parts together, and yet is pulled and stretched over many parts and areas. We do not always think of what it means to be a prisoner. Yet we see Paul use the terms several times within the epistles that Father had him scribe. What a better way to start a letter of correction on slavery, then to show and address those that will be workers for the Lord, as servants of all?

As we saw yesterday, from the brief overview of Colossian people, that slavery was probably a very common thing, and yet we will see how Paul tactfully and diplomatically  implores one of some stature in the local church....to set the example that all may follow his lead. This also gives us a good insight as to why Paul told Timothy, to be the example of the believers... Don't we often want to leave the example to everyone else at times?

<mizpah> sometimes, yes

<renewed> yes not always easy to give up of all of yourself to be a servant to others

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yes

<help-fish> sometimes...and that is the impression that we give then

<opentext> Fellowlabourer; 4904  sunergos- a companion in work, a fellow worker.

<opentext> how can we be a fellowlabourer, unless we follow the example that is set? If we are yoked with Christ, then don't, or should i say shouldn't everyone being pulling their share?

<renewed> yes they should be

<mizpah> yes, they certainly should...otherwise the others get worn

<help-fish> yes

<shama> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Doing that which Father asks of us....no more than that, but certainly no less either. one side of the straight and narrow path is the more  side....the other is the less side...we have to keep that even or balanced walk in Christ.  

<opentext> Fellowsoldier; 4961  sustratiotes (soos-trat-ee-o'-tace); from  4862 and 4757; a cocampaigner, i.e. (figuratively) an associate in Christian toil: 1) a fellow soldier 2) an ​associate in labors and conflicts​ for the cause of Christ  KJV-- fellowsoldier.

<opentext> Jude 1:3, Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. (KJV)

<opentext> Contending for the faith, or as Paul said, fighting the good fight, singular. All to often, we look up to those that Father has placed in the ministry as being above us. Or we will look at them as being more special then us. And yet, if we hear the way Father is having Paul open this letter, we see great wisdom in showing that we are all members of the body of Christ, and that those that Father has called into leadership or flocktender roles are the ones that really should become the servants. Most want to be in the ministry to have people look up to them. To think more highly of themselves then they ought. And yet a true servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, must become the servant to all.  

<opentext> 1 Peter 5:2-3  Be shepherds of God's flock which is among you.  Exercise the oversight not reluctantly but eagerly, in accordance with the will of God; not for base gain but with cheerful minds;  not lording it over your Churches but proving yourselves patterns for the flock to imitate. (Weymouth)

<help-fish> proving yourselves patterns  = being the example of the believer

<opentext> exactly helen

<at-peace> being a doer of the Word, not just a hearer... living the Word

<renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> I was sharing with charlene last night, about being a team, and how Father was showing me how a team will always follow it's leader, and then was able to understand why Paul said be a follower of me as I am of Christ, knowing who your leader is .... and if you leader exhibits loyalty, love and support, so will all

 those who are in the team

<opentext> very good example cheryl

<opentext> Many of those that have been placed in charge, have been placed by man and not God. Many of those that have been called by God, and then once in the position of leadership, hold it, or lord it over the people. ​They forget whose flock that it is​.

<help-fish> feed my sheep

<opentext> How many of you would take and disdainfully misuse

 something Father gave you charge of?

<help-fish> not me

<renewed> not knowingly I wouldn't

<at-peace> not me

<shama> no

<mizpah> not knowingly

<help-fish> not me

<ready2> no

<diligently> no

<opentext> and yet, with all that Father gives us within the physical realm...of how much greater of value is each member of the body?

<renewed> very much greater

<help-fish> priceless

<at-peace> much much greater... more than words can describe

<opentext> And yet at times....we will abuse our brothers and sisters. We will look down at them, or even cause them to feel inferior, or of less importance.

<shama> much greater

<ready2> exceeding and abundantly

<diligently> very great value

<opentext> Phile 1:1-2, Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellowlabourer, And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house: (KJV)

<opentext> Another thing that I again find interesting here, is the fact that the Church ​that is within the house​. Man has taught us that we have to have these BIG buildings for man to meet at....and yet in all reality, those are but monuments to

 the men that build them. We are to present ourself a living sacrifice to God......and

 that can only happen without hiding behind a disguise....without hiding behind a facade. <opentext> Isn't it within our homes, that we present who we truly are?

<mizpah> yes

<renewed> yes

<at-peace> yes

<help-fish> yes...we feel free to be who we really are

<ready2> yes

<opentext> Any wonder why the early Church meet in the homes?

<diligently> yes

<help-fish> none at all

<mizpah> nope...they were more comfortable to be themselves

<at-peace> nope....home is where the heart is

<opentext> How often when people go to the buildings, do they put on as much of a false front as the buildings portray.

<mizpah> most of the them, most of the time

<help-fish> very often

<shama> very often

<renewed> a whole lot of the time

<diligently> to often    :-(

<opentext> Phile 1:2 the church in thy house: (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 16:3-5, Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet​ the church that is in their house​. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 16:19, The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with ​the church that is in their house​. (KJV)

<opentext> Col 4:15, Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church​ which is in his house​. (KJV)

<at-peace> church in thy house..... Christ in thy heart

<help-fish> where 2 or 3 are gathered together in MY name

<opentext> Why would Paul be constantly telling them of the Church that is within the home, if he was trying to run a building campaign or building fund?

<mizpah> he wouldn't...and he wouldn't solicit money for a building to teach in

<at-peace> he wouldn't

<diligently> that is what he wanted them to do.

<renewed> he wouldn't ... and it indicates a willingness to for those who had the church in their houses to give up anything and all that the Lord may ask of them

<opentext> Acts 17:24-25, God that made the world and all things  therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; (KJV)

<opentext> Acts 17:24=25  GOD who made the universe and everything in it--He,

 being Lord of Heaven and earth, does not dwell in sanctuaries built by

 men.  Nor is He ministered to by human hands, as though He  needed anything--but He Himself gives to all men life and breath and all things.(Weymouth)

<opentext> Philemon 1:1-7 To Philemon our dearly beloved, and fellow-labourer; a good man he was, and probably a minister, and on both accounts dearly beloved by Paul. A lover of good men is one property of a good minister <Titus 1:8>, and especially must such love those who labour with them in the work of the gospel, and who are faithful therein. The general calling as Christians knits those together who are Christian; but, when conjunction in the special calling as ministers is added, this will be further endearing. Paul, in the highest degree of ministry, not only calls  Timothy, an evangelist, his brother, but Philemon, an ordinary pastor, his dearly beloved fellow-labourer-- an example of humility and condescension, and of all affectionate regards, even in those that are highest in the church, towards others that are labourers in the same special heavenly calling.(from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> In having to address a delicate issue with one that has some authority in the local Church, Paul does not look down at him, nor tell him, "now listen to me, for I am this great apostle".   On the contrary, Paul addressees the whole family, and is  now setting the tone to ask them to give up some of their old ways and

 beliefs, and now set the example that they should amongst the body of Christ.

<help-fish> whole family = one body = many members

<opentext> How often is it, that Father asks something of us, and the first thing we do, is rather than hear and obey Father, we look around to see who else is doing it also? 

<help-fish> have done that

<mizpah> me, too

<diligently> many times

<kenny> a lot

<shama> too often

<opentext> Are we more afraid of offending man, then we are God?

<mizpah> sometimes...then have to regroup the focus and return it to Father, then

<diligently> seems that way sometimes

<opentext> Yet, if we hesitate, and stop to see what others are doing first, isn't that exactly what we are telling God?

<help-fish> yes it is

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> larry i use to go hide behind the church and smoke cigarette so the

 church people would not see me, but Father came with me

<opentext> lol judy....and yet, didn't Father see you?

<help-fish> i don't want to offend you Father....but.....they are standing in front of me now

<diligently> yes he was with me,

<opentext> exactly

<diligently> sick ha?

<opentext> Father sees all that we do, and we forget who has the final say on where we will spend eternity. Learning to do that which Father asks of us, seeing that it is

 a matter of spiritual life or death, otherwise Father would not be talking with us on it. <opentext> How often do we see one so-called church, imitating that which they see another do?

<mizpah> most of the time

<help-fish> quite often

<shama> very often

<diligently> I'm sure, often,

<renewed> yeah, they even write books about it now so they can

<ready2> blind leading the blind

<opentext> Are you beginning to see why Paul was asked to write this letter to Philemon?

<mizpah> sure am!

<diligently> yes

<shama> yeah

<opentext> A little leaven affects the whole lump! ok....we will quit here today, and we will pick up here Monday.

<at-peace> tomorrow is question day i presume?

<opentext> don't forget, tomorrow is the first Thursday of the month...so it is Q & A day.

<opentext> correct charlene.  any questions from today? i know we covered a lot....and it will take awhile for it to all sink in

<diligently> o/

<renewed> o/

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes judy...then cheryl

<help-fish> and then miz

<diligently> this kind of bothers me. i know we are to do what is right, but sometimes in a group of family believers, seems to be people that just love to point out others faults, and this bugs me (so does that make me bad)

<opentext> judy....doesn't that make them like the people that were hiding in closets, to catch someone else making a mistake?  judy, the best thing we can do...is keep our mouths closed....and set the example

<diligently> yes, but they think they are doing right, so i should just use that as an example, and make sure i don't do the to my brothers and sisters?

<opentext> yes....they are giving you a good example of how NOT to act.

 and, you can also tell them you do not want to hear the gossip....and walk away

<diligently> ok, and the part of it that really bugs me must be my flesh slipping in?

<opentext> that is your spirit man saying...DON'T get involved in their ignorance

<diligently> oh ok, thank you.

<opentext> it bothers your spirit man...because it see the deceptiveness of their heart.  yes cheryl

<renewed> was just thinking about those who open their homes as house churches, and thinking of the sacrifice it takes to give up of your own personal comfort for the good of the body, and wouldn't that show a willingness to give up anything the Lord is asking of them ... time, privacy, and comfort?

<opentext> yes it does cheryl

<renewed> showing a maturity of the believer?

<opentext> it definitely shows a maturing process...a work in progress. does that answer the ? cheryl

<renewed> and a desire to follow Father wholeheartedly ... otherwise why would you do that?

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> i was just wanting to make a comment on the 1 Peter 5:2-3...it is a great way Weymouth translated that, which actually shows so much of the responsibility we have as examples for others

<opentext> yes it does...our example can mean life or death for someone else

if there are no other questions, we will open the channel for fellowship

