Bible Study Thursday 8 May 2003

<greg> Father we thank you for this day, and the opportunity to come boldly to your throne of grace, we   thank you for the evidence of your plan of salvation, as we allow your word to be our guide this day through Jesus Christ our Lord

<greg> Heb 11:1-2  1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good report. (KJV)

<greg> 5287  hupostasis- 1) a setting or placing under; 

a thing put under, a substructure, a foundation 

2) what has foundation, what is firm 

a) what has actual existence; a substance, a real being 

b) the substantial quality, nature, used of a person or thing 

c) the steadfastness of mind, a firmness, courage, a resolution, 

<greg> confidence, firm trust, assurance

<greg> def for substance

<greg> we have talked about evidence the last couple of weeks, and today i would like to focus on the word substance

<greg> another way we can look at this is we having taking the evidence that God has presented to us, gathered it and put it into practice, which has allowed us to build a confidence and assurance in what has been presented to us

<greg> afterall, if there was not a real substance in what you have heard, if you were not assured of what has been presented, how could anyone continue on the path that leads to life

<disciple> one could not

<diligently> can not

<at-peace> without faith it is impossible

<chosen> wouldn't be able to

<greg> the evidence God has presented to each and everyone of us is actually a blueprint of salvation, and for us as believers, like with a construction worker, we take that evidence, and build upon it, one day at a time

<greg> think of this, before the foundation of the world, God formulated a blueprint for each and everyone of our lives, a blueprint that if followed, would lead to eternal life

<greg> so we establish a firm foundation, and now we are told to build on that, one brick at a time, one day at a time, or as the writer of hebrews says, now

<greg> 1 Cor 3:9-10 9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. (KJV)

<greg> Paul took Gods instructions, knowing of whom they came from, and because of this was able to make bold statements, I am persuaded that nothing will separate me from the love of God, not allowing doubt of fear to corrupt the blueprint 

<greg> Matt 7:24-25 24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:
25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. (KJV)

<greg> Jesus Christ of nazareth, the first born of many bretheren, our forerunner, set the example of how to read Gods blueprint for salvation, hearing the message, and allowing that to lead and guide His path

<greg> and we to if we allow it, will be likened unto this same wise man, Christ the power and wisdom of God, will allow God to build us up as well, a holy temple not made with hands, that will withstand all the storms and winds of doctrines of this life

<greg> thus why the saying is so true, without faith it is impossible to please Him, without hearing the message delivered by this wise man, without receiving the instructions to establish a firm foundation, we too will be swept away as well

<greg> Jude 1:20-21 20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 21
Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. (KJV)

<greg> it is essential, not only to believe, but to establish this faith, firm and rock solid, so that this light within will shine more and more unto the perfect day of illumination

<greg> it is up to us to continue building on what has begun, knowing who has begun the good work, and being confident that He will bring it to completion if we allow Him to

<greg> so that we to will be likened unto a wise man, who took the blueprint of faith, and continued in the work that was asked of Him, despite the opposition or what the outward circumstances dictated

<greg> 1 Pet 2:7 7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,
 (KJV)

<greg> we have seen many builders, which disguise themselves in the name of religion, denominations and such, who claim they are doing Gods work

<greg> and though the buildings may look good on the outward, the foundations is built on sand, without any substance, without the guidance and instruction of the wise master builder, who is able to keep them from falling

<greg> and yet in the end, the most important part of the building, the corner stone which needs to be set in order to bring it to completion, is left out, ready to crumble

<greg> the simple reality of all this is obedience, what is Father asking of me today, what part of this blueprint, plan of salvation are we working on today, that will allow me to withstand any opposition of the wicked one this day, this moment

<greg> Matt 24:37-39 37 But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. (KJV)

<greg> Noah had to come to a place also, that despite what everyone else was doing, despite the fact that it never before rained on this earth, God gave him a blueprint, the evidence to build an ark that would withstand the flood, and allow him life

<greg> and yet in spite of all the evidence that God had available to man, only eight were willing to take Gods counsel, build a firm foundation, by simple obedience, an ark that would hold up and rise above the floods of this life

<greg> so in closing, its taking this evidence, letting it be the deciding factor in your own walk, so that the light that is within will shine more and more, and build some substance in our own personal walk

<greg> any q's or comments this day

<greg> it comes down to how real and alive is this substance, which is simply established by hearing and being obedient to what is being asked, nothing more, that simple

<greg> have a blessed and prosperous day all, and let the peace of God rule

<greg> the channel is open 

<at-peace> I Jn 2:24-25 24
Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 25
And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. (KJV)
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