Bible Study Wednesday 7 May 2003

<at-peace> Father we come before you with expectation to hear and receive that which you have prepared and a willingness to continue in grace and pray that we will be attentive to your voice this day that all that we do and say will give you all the praise, honor, and glory with thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

2 Corinthians 7:5 For even after our arrival in Macedonia we could get no relief such as human nature craves. We were greatly harassed; there were conflicts without and fears within.

<opentext> How often does a Christian think or surmise, that in their walk with the Lord, that all conflicts should be eliminated?

<diligently> most do think that way

<at-peace> all those who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution... doesn't say some

<opentext> As Weymouth translates there, that which the human or lower nature craves. Yet, we know, or should know, that those who are operating in the human or lower nature are not able to please God.

<opentext> Why is this?

<diligently> Fathers word says this

<diligently> they that are in the flesh can not please God

<greg> the two are enmity, and the lower nature will not be subject to the word, it is foolishness

<at-peace> those that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in Truth... the natural man sees the things of God as foolishness

<chosen> God is a spirit and those that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth

<opentext> If one is focusing on the conflict or conflicts, are they able to remain mindful of the victory one has in Christ?

<chosen> no

<diligently> no

<at-peace> no, would end up like Peter when he took his eyes off the Lord and began to sink

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:8-9, 8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; (KJV)

<opentext> And this what we can see and hear Paul addressing here. Even though the outward man perished each day by the external conflicts, the inner man, that in union with the divine nature was renewed day by day, and thus was able to face the adversities or conflicts, and rise above them.

<opentext> Yes, there are and will be conflicts every day, every step of the way home. The question is, what do we do, how does one respond when these conflicts arise or present themselves?

<diligently> we are to trust in the Lord with ALL our heart

<chosen> remember that the battle is not ours...rely on His strength and wisdom

<at-peace> should be remaining grounded and settled in that which we do know and focused on the solution rather than the conflict.... He said He would give us the way of escape, we just need to be attentive to hear the way (solution)

<opentext> Paul say that we are to walk by faith, and not by sight. So it is the Message, the way and means of overcoming, that enables one to overcome the conflicts.

<opentext> So if our hearing is a bit fuzzy, what will that do to the ability within us?

<diligently> hearing will not be clear at times

<at-peace> hinder it by causing doubt

<chosen> we can't do all things through our own strength... only through Christ and His wisdom

<opentext> It is just as with most people, that conflicts arise when people have heard things differently. God tells us that he is constant, and that he does not change. He is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. As there is no change or variance with Him.

<opentext> If you want to argue with people, rather then holding God to be true, won't you be the one instigating the conflict?

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<opentext> Jer 20:10-11

<opentext> 10 For I heard the defaming of many, fear on every side. Report, say they, and we will report it. All my familiars watched for my halting, saying, Peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevail against him, and we shall take our revenge on him. 11 But the LORD is with me as a mighty terrible one: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail: they shall be greatly ashamed; for they shall not prosper: their everlasting confusion shall never be forgotten. (KJV) 

<opentext> Holding fast our profession of faith, that is living in agreement with the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, without wavering. Not being pulled into the conflict, but rather know that which the Word says, and living that regardless of what anyone else is saying or doing.

<opentext> For there to be a conflict, doesn't there have to be at least two willing participants?

<diligently> yes

<greg> two willing lower natures ignoring the higher one

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Exactly greg. People have to be operating in and by the lower nature for there to be conflict. That is why we know that His Word is forever settled in heaven. His faithfulness is to all generations. And if i am abiding in Him, in union with Him, then i will be able to remain seated in Him, where all of these things are already settled.

<opentext> If i am settled in and with Him, where can there be conflict?

<at-peace> in the world ye shall have tribulation... but in heavenly places in Christ Jesus none

<opentext> If you walk in the world, in the lower nature, you will have tribulation, you will have conflicts. However, if we are in Him, and He has overcome the world, then all a matter of keeping our hearing clear and one's focus in the spiritual reality of heaven.

<opentext> The steps of a good man are ordered of the Lord. It is that way that will rise above all conflict, because one is sure of whom they receive their directions from, and have confidence in where they are being guided to.

<opentext> Isn't it when one doubts Father's counsel, that they second guess or have conflict with Father's instructions?

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes, doubt is the greatest thief... he brings confusion which causes the focus to be blurry

<opentext> The evidence is clear, that Father's counsel leads one in a safe and secure path home. Anything other then this, brings conflict, doubt and confusion. The choice is yours as to which path you will choose to follow this day.
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