Bible Study Friday 16 May 2003

1 Thessalonians 5:14-22 We beg you, brothers, continue to warn the shirkers (one who neglects an obligation or duty), to cheer the faint-hearted, to hold up the weak, and to be patient with everybody. 15. Take care that none of you ever pays back evil for evil, but always keep looking for ways to show kindness to one another and everybody. 16. Always be joyful. 17. Never stop praying. 18. Make it a habit to give thanks for everything, for this is God's will for you through Christ Jesus. 19. Stop stifling the Spirit. 20. Stop treating the messages of prophecy with contempt, 21. but continue to prove all things until you can approve them, and then hold on to what is good. 22. Continue to abstain from every sort of evil. (Williams New Testament)

How often does a person struggle or have conflict with that which God asks of them? 

Those who are out of their ranks, and are neither in a disposition nor situation to perform the work and duty of a soldier; those who will not do the work prescribed, and who will meddle with what is not commanded. There are many such in every church that is of considerable magnitude. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
Those of little souls; the faint-hearted; those who, on the eve of a battle, are dispirited, because of the number of the enemy, and their own feeble and unprovided state. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
Shore up, prop them that are weak; strengthen those wings and companies that are likely to be most exposed, that they be not overpowered and broken in the day of battle. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
The disorderly, the feeble-minded, and the weak, will exercise your patience, and try your temper. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

How often does a person struggle with or think, that if God would ask something more meaningful of them, then they would feel or seem of more value to God and His kingdom?

If one looks at the above verse, there is enough exhortation there to keep anyone busy and occupied until the day that they will arrive at Father’s house. To be an example of the believer, one has to live the Word at all times, and this can be done without a person having to say a word. 

Do not suppose that ye have no need of continual instruction; without it ye cannot preserve the Christian life, nor go on to perfection. God will ever send a message of salvation by each of his ministers to every faithful, attentive hearer. Do not suppose that ye are already wise enough; you are no more wise enough than you are holy enough. They who slight or neglect the means of grace, and especially the preaching of God's holy word, are generally vain, empty, self-conceited people, and exceedingly superficial both in knowledge and piety. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Today, eliminate the conflicts or struggles in your life, be a doer or one who lives the Word, and not a forgetful, neglectful hearer!
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