Bible Study Wednesday 14 May 2003

Definition for conflict: A struggling of the mind; distress; anxiety. To strive or struggle to resist and overcome; To be in opposition or contradictory. (Webster’s 1828 dictionary)

When do conflicts and struggles begin? Don’t conflicts or struggles begin, when there is a difference of ideas or opinions?

Romans 7:22-24 For in accordance with my better inner nature I approve God's law, 23. but I see another power operating in my lower nature in conflict with the power operated by my reason, which makes me a prisoner to the power of sin which is operating in my lower nature. 24. Wretched man that I am! Who can save me from this deadly lower nature? (Williams New Testament)

[Warring against the law of my mind] There is an allusion here to the case of a city besieged, at last taken by storm, and the inhabitants carried away into captivity; carrying on a system of warfare; laying continual siege to the soul; repeating incessantly its attacks; harassing, battering, and storming the spirit; and, by all these assaults, reducing the man to extreme misery. Never was a picture more impressively drawn and more effectually finished; for the next sentence shows that this spiritual city was at last taken by storm, and the inhabitants who survived the sackage led into the most shameful, painful, and oppressive captivity. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

The war or conflict which happens within the mind. Paul said that “For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.”

There is the constant conflict, struggle or war that goes on within a person.

In obeying the impulses of my carnal nature I act rather as the slave of another will than my own as a renewed man. (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

How can two walk together unless they be agreed? One has to be in agreement with God and His Word, for the conflict to be eliminated. 

There are NO contradictions within the Word. There is only contradiction on our end, as God has said what He meant, and meant what He said. Are you in conflict with the Word today?
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