Bible Study Monday 31 March 2003

<at-peace> Heavenly Father thank you for this day and this opportunity we have been blessed with to hear and receive that which you have prepared for us which will make us wise unto salvation and put away the wisdom of this world today and walk in your wisdom and power giving you all the praise, honor, and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> King James Romans 7:23 But I see another law in my members, warring against (in conflict with) the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.

<opentext> William's New Testament

Romans 7:23 but I see another power operating in my lower nature "in conflict" with the power operated by my reason, which makes me a prisoner to the power of sin which is operating in my lower nature.

<opentext> Definition for conflict: Struggling with difficulties; a striving to oppose, or overcome. 

( example: The good man has a perpetual conflict with his evil propensities.) A struggling of the mind; distress; anxiety. To be in opposition or contradictory. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> How often can one sense the opposition against their walk with the Lord?

<disciple> daily <mike> daily <chosen> very often <at-peace> daily <h-d> all the time

<opentext> And in all reality, if we look a bit more closely at that, it is something that happens on a moment by moment basis, driven by the continual events that happen or transpire in one's life.

<opentext> Just as one can see by the war that is now taking place in Iraq, the events change moment by moment, and one sees the constant changing on the face of the conflict.

<opentext> Now, we can recognize that in many situations of our lives, but how often does one take it into consideration for their spiritual walk as well?

<disciple> never thought about it that way before

<h-d> it all comes back to what choices that we make

<opentext> The reality is, that the enemy has many and all kinds of troops out there, working against you. His total purpose is to bring conflict (opposition) between you and God's Word

<opentext> As we can see the one definition up there for conflict, is to bring opposition to. How often in one's daily walk, does one find a constant barrage of things that try to bring conflict or opposition to that which they know of the Word?

<disciple> all the time <chosen> very often <h-d> life is a constant set of choices

<opentext> Eph 6:12, For ours is not a "conflict" with mere flesh and blood, but with the despotisms, the empires, the forces that control and govern this dark world--the spiritual hosts of evil arrayed against us in the heavenly warfare. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> Now, if on your computer, you enter the wrong screen, will you be able to accomplish the task which you set out to do?

<diligently> no <h-d> no <disciple> nope <chosen> no

<opentext> Now, what happens then, when we are trying to maintain our spiritual stability, but then attempt to battle with all of the physical elements around us?

<diligently> tire us out, we will fall, this is not the way Father ask we do it.

<chosen> we fail

<disciple> we will get wore down...we have to ignore the surrounding circumstances and cast and leave our cares in Father's mighty hands

<at-peace> we have not remained in His rest, and have allowed ourselves to be pulled down from being seated in the heavenlies... and can end up in a state like the seven sons of sceva 

<opentext> All good answers, but let's look at this in a bit of a different way. Can you use a washing machine manual, to repair your car? Or can you use the manual for your tv to repair your computer?

<h-d> no <chosen> no <disciple> no <diligently> no

<opentext> And this is the conflict that the devil tries to draw the Christian into. Getting the Christian into or onto a different battlefield. And by doing this, without often being aware of the tactics being applied and used, are brought into opposition against God.

<opentext> How often when one is struggling or in conflict with that which God has asked, that what Father asks just seems to be impossible, as long as we try to understand or comprehend it with our understanding?

<h-d> it is when we lean to our own understanding

<disciple> yes, because if we are struggling, we aren’t allowing Father to work in our lives at that time

<opentext> Often times, won't one respond by asking God how can these things be, rather the saying teach me thy ways O Lord?

<disciple> yep <chosen> yes <diligently> yes

<opentext> The whole purpose and plan of the devil, is to get a conflict started within one's mind. To get a believer to begin to doubt that which God has said and asked of them. 

<opentext> What happens when a person allows just a little bit of doubt in? Doesn't it start an immediate conflict, with that which one thought they knew and understood?

<disciple> yep

<h-d> a little leaven affects the whole

<diligently> yes

<h-d> satan comes to steal...kill...and destroy

<opentext> Don't many Christians assume, that the further along they get in their walk with the Lord, that there should be less of a battle?

<h-d> yes

<disciple> am rapidly finding out, that isn't true at all

<chosen> yes

<h-d> it is just the opposite

<opentext> The opposition will always be there, we should be more aware of the truth, which will expose the tactics of the opposition forces.

<diligently> yes, don’t like to say yes, but i have thought this very thing, and have found out .

<opentext> Heb 10:32, But continually recall to mind the days now past, when on being first enlightened you went through a great conflict and many sufferings. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> Paul tells us this, so that we will not be ignorant of the oppositions devices and tactics. Each believer must hold fast their profession of faith, regardless of what the opposition forces appear to be.

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are told, to be transformed by the renewing of our mind, so that we may know, we may be settled in, that good, and perfect and acceptable will of God for our life.

<opentext> Conflicts will come, battles will ensue, but thanks be to God that we have been given the victory, if we remain in Christ.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/ <opentext> yes charlene <at-peace> verses to share <opentext> ok

<at-peace> Phil 4:12I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)

<opentext> confidence in Father

<at-peace> being instructed by God through Christ will be our strength to withstand the tactics of the devil

<opentext> exactly...allowing Father missile system, to take out the opposition forces....rather then trying to do it ourselves so that we can impress God
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