Bible Study Thursday 20 March 2003

<greg> I thank you Father for this day, and your message of life delivered through

your Son by your love and understanding our need this day for that bread of life that

will strengthen and guide us on the strait and narrow through Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Definition for persuade: 1. To influence by argument, advice, intreaty or

expostulation; to draw or incline the will to a determination by presenting motives to

the mind. 2. To convince by argument, or reasons offered; or t­o convince by reasons

suggested by reflection or deliberation­, ­or by evidence presented in any manner to

the mind­. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> As a man thinks within his heart, so will his course be determined.

<opentext> We are not to be conformed or persuaded to follow the pattern suggested by this world, but we are to be transformed by the renewing of our mind, in accordance and agreement with the Message delivered by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> How much does what people suggest, cause a person to change their persuasion?

<disciple> that depends on whether one is listening and adhering to Father's Word or allowing the flesh to control their life

<greg> it depends on whether the foundation is on sand or the rock

<opentext> So then we can see, that what one's mind is renewed with, will determine which course a person will choose to follow. 

<opentext> Yet, how often are there suggestions given to you, that try to persuade you to act contrary to God and His Word?

<disciple> many times

<chosen> very often

<greg> most of the persuasions i see around me are based on fear and worst case scenarios

<opentext> 2 Cor 10:5, Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; (KJV)

<opentext> If one is not familiar with His Word, how can they know His will, and thus how will they know what to cast down and what to keep?

<disciple> they can't

<chosen> they can't

<h-d> one will not

<diligently> they will not

<greg> their world will be framed with doubt and confusion

<opentext> In each of our lives, as we grew in a working knowledge of the Word, we had areas in our life that were contrary to the Word, and one had to be persuaded to come into agreement with God and His Word.

<opentext> Yet, in spite of the fact that we could see and hear the truth of God's Word, how difficult was it to be persuaded in some of these areas, to come into agreement with God?

<chosen> quite difficult in some areas

<diligently> some hard and some not hard

<disciple> sometimes, very difficult...stubbornness prevailed in some areas for a long time

<h-d> the doctrines and traditions can grow deep roots

<opentext> So then, in spite of the fact that the evidence presented to us was plain, obvious and true, one still had to be persuaded to hear, acknowledge, agree with, and then obey the truth. And that which had been settled in the heart and mind had to be overthrown for the truth to take root and grow.

<h-d> yes

<opentext> Study to show thyself approved, and persuaded to hear and obey the Word and will of God. 

<opentext> Now, in order for one to be persuaded in the first place, don't they have to be willing to hear the argument presented, in order for change to come about?

<disciple> yes...they have to give ear to what is being said

<chosen> yes

<h-d> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> How often when God presents you with the truth, are you really willing to hear that which He presents, that you might be persuaded to come into agreement with Him?

<diligently> often

<h-d> now, very willing, not so willing in the beginning

<diligently> to the best we know how in Christ

<disciple> the flesh always rejects the truth, but the spirit will accept His truth joyfully

<greg> the more one trains themselves to keep the body in subjection to the spirit, the easier it is

<chosen> sometimes i fail to... but my hearts desire is to always hear and obey

<opentext> How often are we like Nicodemus, where the religious people that we have associated with, and that which they present as the truth, keeps one from being persuaded from receiving Father's Message of liberation?

<disciple> if we have allowed religion to take deep root, it can be difficult to receive the truth

<greg> lol the religious people don’t like having their doctrine challenged

<opentext> And then we have the example of King Agrippa, where his political and social ties and standing, kept him from being persuaded or convinced in hearing and following the truth.

<opentext> Eph 2:2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. (KJV)

<opentext> Evil communications or conversation, will corrupt or overthrow good morals or manners. The devil is the master of persuasion and deception. Yet, how easy it is it to be taken in and persuaded by that which appears to be harmless conversation?

<disciple> that subtle trick of satan can work if we aren't always on guard

<h-d> it can happen...as you said, he is a master

<greg> quickly if one does not keep the spiritual senses operational

<opentext> Pray without ceasing. Rejoice evermore. Be instant in season and out of season. For the devil is looking for any and every opportunity to persuade you from following the truth.

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:3But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (KJV)

<opentext> Any time one allows a little leaven in, the persuasion to turn away from the truth has begun. One had to continue in the truth, regardless of who or what tries to persuade you to follow an alternate course.

<opentext> The mind has to be in the constant state of renewal or persuasion by the Word of God, allowing His Word to be the Light for our every step.

<opentext> The steps of a good man, are persuaded by the Lord. Have you determined in your heart, which path you will be persuaded to follow this day?

<chosen> yes, my Father's

<at-peace> yes, that of my Lord Jesus Christ

<disciple> i will follow Father through Christ Jesus

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<h-d> my sheep hear my voice

<opentext> and the voice of a stranger they will not be persuaded by

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<diligently> yes, keeping my eye single upon Christ Jesus.
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