Bible Study Tuesday 18 March 2003 

<chosen> Father we give you thanks and praise for blessing us with this opportunity to come and learn more of you,.. we pray that our hearts will be open to receive your counsel this day and that we will be ready to reciprocate your love, to you and to those around us, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Definition for persuade: 1. To influence by argument, advice, intreaty or expostulation; to draw or incline the will to a determination by presenting motives to the mind. 2. To convince by argument, or reasons offered; or to convince by reasons suggested by reflection or deliberation, or by evidence presented in any manner to the mind. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> Definition for persuade: 3982 peitho (pi'-tho); a primary verb; to convince (by argument, true or false); by analogy, to pacify or conciliate (please, soothe, placate) (by other fair means); reflexively or passively, to assent (to evidence or authority), to rely (by inward certainty): (Strong's)

<opentext> One will seldom give thought to all of the way's that you are influenced. Many times that influence will happen or transpire without one being fully aware of the fact.

<opentext> Have you ever been driving a vehicle, and as the people get right up next to your rear bumper, you step on the accelerator to get away from them, without paying attention to the speedometer?

<h-d> yes, have done that at times

<chosen> yes

<disciple> yes

<opentext> Now, if one were to pay attention to their speedometer, they would b aware of the fact that they had now started to speed, even though in some instances it would not be the person's thought or objective.

<opentext> The thing is, that you were persuaded to break the law, without your being fully aware of it. How many other areas of one's life does this happen in as well, because of the pressures of those around us?

<h-d> we need to be aware that seducing spirits will take every opportunity that they can

<disciple> am sure it has happened at times

<opentext> If you have a large group of people in a small confined area, and someone yells fire, even if there is not one, what do you think the crowd will be persuaded to do?

<disciple> most likely, run for an exit

<h-d> flee the nearest exit

<diligently> run

<chosen> run and panic

<at-peace> run

<opentext> How often in one's life, are they persuaded to follow the crowd, without taking the time to assess the situation, and make a proper decision according to the facts, rather then by what the majority is doing?

<disciple> without hearing Father, one shouldn't do anything, but that isn't always the case

<opentext> Definition for persuade: 1. To influence by argument, advice, intreaty or expostulation; to draw or incline the will to a determination by presenting motives to the mind. When people present motives to your mind, do they always have your eternal, spiritual well being in mind?

<chosen> usually when i forget to be swift to hear

<disciple> usually not <h-d> no <at-peace> no <diligently> no

<opentext> And when these motives are presented before you, do you always take the time, and make the effort to be sure that you are not persuaded to act against God?

<disciple> more watchful now, but haven't always been very watchful

<diligently> we should never do anything unless we have the peace of Father that passeth all understanding. letting His peace rule.

<at-peace> had before fallen short in this area, daily learning to be more watchful

<opentext> With Nicodemus and King Agrippa, do you really think that they weighed the facts presented to them before making their decisions; or were they persuaded by the people and their motives, they associated with on a regular basis?

<h-d> only by the people and their motives

<disciple> they were definitely persuaded by others to act against the Word that was spoken

<diligently> they were persuaded by the people

<mike`> we need to be reminded to not to think of men above that which is written... so this doesn’t happen.

<opentext> Recently, at one of the universities in this country, a professor required the students to write a letter to the President opposing any military action; and this was the only way they could get a passing grade. Would this be considered "friendly persuasion'?

<disciple> yes...and/or coercion

<h-d> persuasion...but not very friendly

<at-peace> no it was an ultimatum

<diligently> it was very bad on the teachers part. work of the devil

<opentext> How often are we placed in a position such as that? Isn't this where one has to hold God to be true, and every man a liar?

<mike`> yes <disciple> yes<chosen> yes <h-d> yes <at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes, the other day at work i want to say something , but had i , i may have lost my job, even if it was truth.

<opentext> One is not always aware of all of the influences (persuasions) that are weighing on their heart and mind in the course of their daily walk. Constant and continual pressures to conform to this present world.

<opentext> Could this be why Paul told us not to be conformed or persuaded by this world, but rather by hearing and knowing the will of God for each and every step that we take?

<diligently> yes <disciple> yes <chosen> yes <h-d> yes <at-peace> yes

<opentext> We, as children of God, have to train that child within us, to always be persuaded by the Word of God, regardless of the pressures the world is trying to place upon us. Yet, because of the way we had been brought up, is this an easy habit to overcome?

<disciple> no <diligently> no <chosen> no <h-d> no <at-peace> no, not on our own

<opentext> As in the example earlier in study, one was persuaded to speed without a full awareness; how many other areas does the devil try to do this in each day?

<chosen> he tries in many ways

<at-peace> 1 Pet 5:8Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: (KJV)

<at-peace> continually

<disciple> he tries to do that all the time...that is why we must be watchful at all times of what we receive

<h-d> in everything....we have a choice in all that we do

<opentext> One should be able to see how the political and religious pressures around a person, can have such a major impact on the decisions and choices that one makes, without realization of what it is that may be influencing their decision or choice.

<opentext> These areas of influence also carry over into the workplace, the people we associate with as well. As the above scripture tells us, that we, the believer, have to be soberly aware of what is at stake; that we have to be vigilant, always aware of what is going on around us, so that we are able to hold fast our profession of faith, without making the slightest ripple on the water.

<opentext> Today, will you be aware of how people are trying to persuade you from maintaining your walk on the strait and narrow path?

<at-peace> yes <diligently> yes <disciple> yes <m-m> yes <chosen> yes <h-d> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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