Bible Study Thursday 5 June 2003 

2 Peter 1:3-4 In as much as His power divine has bestowed upon us every requisite for life and godliness by the knowledge of Him who called us to His glory and excellence…bestowing on us thereby promises precious and supreme, that by means of them you may escape the corruption produced within the world by lust and participate in the divine nature. (Moffatt translation)
Yesterday we took a brief look at these two verses. Today I want us to look at the following three verses.

2 Peter 1:5-7 for this very reason, do you contrive to make it your whole concern to furnish your faith with resolution, resolution with intelligence, intelligence with self-control, self control with stedfastness, stedfastness with godliness, godliness with brotherliness, and brotherliness with Christian love. (Moffatt translation)

Does one always earnestly contend for the Word that our relationship with God may be strengthened?

[Temperance] A proper and limited use of all earthly enjoyments, keeping every sense under proper restraints, and never permitting the animal part to subjugate the rational.

[Patience] Bearing all trials and difficulties with an even mind, enduring in all, and persevering through all.

[Godliness] Piety toward God; a deep, reverential, religious fear; not only worshipping God with every becoming outward act, but adoring, loving, and magnifying him in the heart: a disposition indispensably necessary to salvation, but exceedingly rare among professors. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

True religion is neither selfish nor insulated; where the love of God is, bigotry cannot exist. Narrow, selfish people, and people of a party, who scarcely have any hope of the salvation of those who do not believe as they believe, and who do not follow with them, have scarcely any religion, though in their own apprehension none is so truly orthodox or religious as themselves. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
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