Bible Study Thursday 19 June 2003

Colossians 2:10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: (KJV)
By faith, we are complete in Him. Are you operating in accordance with the full disclosure of the Message?

The full disclosure of the Message, is God’s great love for us. As we talked about yesterday, how God so loved the world, that He gave a way for restoration for mankind, to again be able to fellowship with Father in and by that love.

Let’s look at some of Adam Clarke’s comments concerning this.

1. The world was in a ruinous, condemned state, about to perish everlastingly; and was utterly without power to rescue itself from destruction. (Adam Clarke)

2. That God, through the impulse of his eternal love, provided for its rescue and salvation, by giving his Son to die for it. (Adam Clarke)

3. That the sacrifice of Jesus Christ was the only means by which the redemption of man could be effected, and that it is absolutely sufficient to accomplish this gracious design: for it would have been inconsistent with the wisdom of God, to have appointed a sacrifice greater in itself, or less in its merit, than what the urgent necessities of the case required. (Adam Clarke)

4. That sin must be an indescribable evil, when it required no less a sacrifice, to make atonement for it, than God manifested in the flesh. (Adam Clarke)

5. That no man is saved through this sacrifice but he that believes, i. e. who credits what God has spoken concerning Christ, his sacrifice, the end for which it was offered, and the way in which it is to be applied in order to become effectual. (Adam Clarke)

6. That those who believe receive a double benefit:

a. They are exempted from eternal perdition-- that they may not perish.

b. They are brought to eternal glory-- that they may have everlasting life.
These two benefits point out tacitly the state of man:-- he is guilty, and therefore exposed to punishment: he is impure, and therefore unfit for glory. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

They point out also the two grand operations of grace, by which the salvation of man is effected:

 1. Justification, by which the guilt of sin is removed, and consequently the person is no longer obnoxious to perdition.

2. Sanctification, or the purification of his nature, by which he is properly fitted for the kingdom of glory. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
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