Bible Study Thursday 3 July 2003

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, this time that you appointed before the foundation of the world, for us to gather together to share your grace and love by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Obedience to His Word; this is what the relationship with the Father is all about. Learning, applying, living in that which the Word asks of His children. 

<opentext> Deut 28:1And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. (KJV)

<opentext> Simple obedience to the voice, the Word of God. Yet, how often do people try to make it more complicated then that?

<mike> at times. there is much liberty in hearing our Father's voice

<miz-afk> they usually do that when they don't like the answer they are hearing from Father

miz-afk is now known as disciple

<diligently> at times do this

<at-peace> when we lean to our own understanding we can forget the simplicity that is in Christ

<opentext> Very good point mike. We have the liberty to choose to hear, as well as to obey. And often times that which is asked is so simple, so plain, that one will ignore it, or even forget to apply it.

<opentext> Faith, that ability to trust God, to believe God, is by hearing the Message delivered by and through Christ Jesus. Food for the spirit being within us. And just as in the physical, does one always like to eat and digest those foods that are the healthiest for them?

<diligently> not always <disciple> no

<at-peace> not always... learning to keep the flesh in subjection at all times

<opentext> And what kinds of excuses do people use for not taking the proper time, or making the proper effort for eating properly spiritually?

<mike> sometimes, I'll start to hear something and the natural mind will say "how can these things be?" like nicodemus did

<mike> need to chew on it and hear it out

<disciple> excuses don't cut it with Father...there isn't a reason for not studying, except for being lazy

<opentext> It all comes down to that trust and confidence in Father and His Word. This is what will determine whether or not we will accept that which He speaks to us in and for every instance of our life.

<opentext> The most common excuse is time. And yet, we see that the sun stood still for Joshua, that he could complete that which Father asked of Him. Does one really think that God will give them the ample time to always do as He asks?

<mike> yes... He is that intimate with us... "every instance of our life"

<at-peace> if we are walking by faith

<chosen^> yes He will <diligently> yes <davek> time presently

<opentext> To hearken diligently; is to listen intelligently. That means one will take the time, will make a total effort to weigh the words that Father is speaking, so that they will have the proper instructions for their current course or path in now faith.

<opentext> I know for myself, i have gotten much better at giving Father full attention when He speaks. (because of the times i was lazy and missed what Father said, and had to wait for Father to speak it again).

<opentext> Yet, think of the conversations that we have with others, and is our heart and mind always there? And then isn't it easy for these traits to carry over to Father?

<chosen^> yes it is very easy if we allow ourselves to be distracted

<mike> I have found (right along with that) that I need to slow down, take the time, and be alone and quiet with our Father... or I won't hear Him out at times.

<disciple> anytime we allow the flesh to develop bad habits or traits, it will manifest spiritually

<mike> then these conversational traits will carry over to the physical instead of the other way around.

<opentext> Deut 28:13And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them: (KJV)

<opentext> The head knows where it is going, the tail just kind of tags along. It takes observing what Father says, and then carrying out those instructions, for one to stay in the drivers seat.

<opentext> How many people out there that have had a relationship with God, are not sure of where they are going, because they are just tagging along, and wag their heads in agreement with whatever is said, rather then weighing that which is spoken to be sure it is from the Father of life?

<helpmate> being tossed to and fro

<chosen^> most <mike> most <helpmate> we need to be like the berean's

<opentext> Deut 28:14And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them. (KJV)

<opentext> As mike said a bit earlier, if you do not understand what Father is speaking, then one must get alone with Him, until the purpose and meaning is clear to you. This is why Paul tells us that it is imperative that one works out their own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God.

<opentext> It is when we have that reverence and respect to and for God, that we will understand that every word He speaks is of vital importance. We will know that Father has our eternal life at the heart of everything He speaks to us.

<opentext> Deut 28:15But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: (KJV)

<opentext> Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law. The letter kill, but the Spirit gives life. The words that He speaks to us, are spirit and they are life. So every word He speaks to us, has our eternal life at the center of it.

<opentext> Today, it is a matter of how precious we hold His Word to us!

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<mike> John 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. KJV

opentext> And thus why we are told to continue in the Word, to continue in the faith, grounded and settled, so that no one will talk us out of that which Father has given to us.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/ <at-peace> verse to share...<opentext> yes charlene <opentext> ok

<at-peace> Matt 4:4But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Montgomery New Testament

3 John 1:2 I pray that you may prosper, beloved, in every way, and be in good health, even as your soul is prospering.

<opentext> One must recognize that the spiritual condition is what is of primary importance. And why the mind must be renewed with the proper evidence shown in His Light.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> eating only the written Word and not doing and observing that which Father speaks and asks would produce malnutrition

<opentext> exactly... <mike> yes

<opentext> and we see this so common, with those that have much of the Word memorized, but never see the reality of it in their lives

<helpmate> hearers only and not doers

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<mike> faith.... which works by love... the product of being a doer.

<opentext> One has heard and believed the Message, and because of the great love for God, will do all within their power, to be pleasing to Him.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/ <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> Heb 11:5By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. (KJV)

<at-peace> having that same testimony that Enoch who walked and talked with God had and our Lord Jesus Christ had

<at-peace> and all those who are of faith

<opentext> And this is what each of us strives to hear Father say of us.

<at-peace> yes
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