Bible Study Tuesday 21 January 2003 
Are you trying to reform the lower nature, or operate in the divine nature of Christ, which has been made available to you?
Romans 7:22-23 For in accordance with my better inner nature I approve God's law, 23 but I see another power operating in my lower nature in conflict with the power operated by my reason, which makes me a prisoner to the power of sin which is operating in my lower nature. (Williams New Testament)

How often does a person think that it is enough to try to reform their old nature?
The Word tells us that we are not to be conformed (doing those things accepted by the world) to this world, but rather that we are to be transformed (changed into another form, that is, born again) by our mind hearing and obeying the Word of life which we hear.

Now, while the inner man seeks a deep, sincere relationship with God; the lower nature, the old man, is going to be waging war against this new way of life and living. We all know what it is like to try to get rid of bad habits; for it is then that we find out how deeply rooted they really are; and the fight those old traits will put up, in order to maintain their place in a person’s life.
Let’s look at a few of Adam Clarke’s comments in this regard.

[Warring against the law of my mind] There is an allusion here to the case of a city besieged, at last taken by storm, and the inhabitants carried away into captivity; carrying on a system of warfare; laying continual siege to the soul; repeating incessantly its attacks; harassing, battering, and storming the spirit; and, by all these assaults, reducing the man to extreme misery. Never was a picture more impressively drawn and more effectually finished; for the next sentence shows that this spiritual city was at last taken by storm, and the inhabitants who survived the sackage led into the most shameful, painful, and oppressive captivity. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

What standards are you following today; those of the world, or God’s?
Romans 8:3-4 For though the law could not do it, because it was made helpless through our lower nature, yet God, by sending His own Son in a body similar to that of our lower nature, and as a sacrifice for sin, passed sentence upon sin through His body, 4. so that the requirement of the law might be fully met in us who do not live by the standard set by our lower nature, but by the standard set by the Spirit. (Williams New Testament)

It is our choice of that which we choose to listen to or follow after this day. Yet, how often does one really notice, or are aware of all of the things that are contrary to the new or divine nature in the context of a day?

It is the standard of the Spirit of God which we should be living by each and every moment of every day. It is only as one learns to treasure and regard God’s Word above all else, that they will ever be able to value their new relationship with Him, as an adopted child of God, as well as the new family members they have been given.

Today, are you trying to conform yourself to God’s law of faith, or are you allowing His Spirit to transform you with His Word which is Spirit and life?
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